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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The mind of the author is strongly im- 
pressed "with the necessity of presenting to 
the reader an introduction to his Egyptian 
tale. It may seem objectionable to exhibit 
Egypt as possessing at so early a period of 
the world knowledge and science in certain 
branches of learning and art surpassing all 
that the modems, with the advantages of 
the experience and wisdom of ages, can pro- 
duce. The Notes contain the evidence 
and authority for such a representation of 
the wisdom of the Egyptians. 

In the talc itself are embodied many of 
the scattered notices of the history of this 
angular country and people, their govern- 
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VI ADVERTISEMENT. 

ment» their institutions, religious and civil, 
their manners, and mode of life. Some of 
the astonishing Mfoni^n ^f Sjg^^ (and no 
other term can designate every thing re- 
lating to this country) have survived, and 
prove their existence at a very remote 
perio4 of aptiquitj^f apd epjifirro tW sa- 
gaci<?usi reiwart; pf Fergy^9« :--.^ Tbp Ep;^ 
ifm^^ we tjipught to have learni^d frpm tb^ 
Greeks, and the mpd^riw of iJurpp? frxna 
both : the Greek wa? a cppy of the Egyp# 
tian, p^nd j^ven the Egyptiw y^M m imU 
tator, tbopgb we have h^t pig|it of the 
model on which he wfis foj:j?j#d*' , 

The compwson of ancient historiaw 
with modern travellers has fumfshed the 
materials and groundwork of the t^. It 
developes an interesting era in Egyptim 
history, the subjugation of thi^ peoj^ ty a 
swarm of eii3tern invaders «aUed pastor^ 
w^riors and shepherds, to disting^i^ 
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them M riomsde tfibes of tht great Catt»- 
casian fj^mity. 

The author wbhed to comprise as lar^fe 
an extent of irfforwation respecting tfie 
rites, arts, and public monuments of the 
Egyptians, as possible ; and it has been his 
study to keep within the limits of historic 
evidence, confirming and illustrating his 
details by ample notes, which contain 
such various and important matter from 
the earliest historians, as must interest 
even the general reader. Their details 
will unfold a series of data, whereby may 
be formed a knowledge and appreciation of 
this ancient and illustrious kingdom, re- 
sorted to by the wisest and the best of the 
philosophers, the sages, and legislators of 
Greece, and pronounced by them to be 
* the mother of the arts, and the fountain 
of wisdom.* They will facilitate also a 
comparison of Egypt and Greece j which 
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the author would rather suggest as a na? 
tursi) object of contemplation and reflection 
to the reader, than as one on which he 
would form an opinion for him. 

June, 1824. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



RAMESES. 



BOOK I. 

ARGUMENT. 

Sabacon and Rameses^ the two sGiis of the Egyptian general 
Sosis, attended by their goyernor, are witnessing the 
joyous scene of the retiring waters of the Nile^ from their 
father's palace at Memphis. — The different sentiments 
and feelings of the brothers upon the present state of 
Egypt^ threatened with an invasum by the Pallic bands^ 
now overspreading Arabia. — A royal baige from Thebes 
arrives and summonses them to repair thither to the court 
of AmenophiSji kinjg of Egypt.— They embark^ and ascend 
theNfle. 

The sun was high in the horiaxm, and flamed 
with a radiance most intense, the air and sky 
sparkled with heat and light, when Sabacon and 
Rameses sought a dielter from its glorious but 
overpowering beams in their favourite resort upon 
the borders of the Nile. It was constructed upon a 
vast and solid mound overhangii^ the stream, and 
at the present instant presented a scene, such as 
only Egypt could display. 

The benign inundation of this beautiful and cele* 

VOL. I. B 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



2 RAMESES. 

brated river ha dbrought with its sacred streams 
its usual donative of enriching mould and fatness. 
Its hdght now subsiding, had reached the usual 
maximum of plenty, sixteen^ cubits, and the propi- 
tious favour of this great annual operation of the 
Nile had filled every heart with gladness ; from the 
borders of Ethiopia to its seven mouths where its 
waters mix with the ocean> all the land rejoiced, 
contemplating that all-bounteous season, which, 
after the retiring of its streams, pours fanh abund- 
ance and enjoyment ip a pl^tude inexhaustible. 
Coveied with its wateis, the scene was an endless 
display of interesting and attractive objects. The 
appearance of the thickly studded towns and cnties, 
lurising from the flood as in a vast sea; the jitter- 
ing temples and obelisks insulated amid the wide- 
spreading inundation; the papyrine* vessels and 
barks, crowded with happy and rejoicing mortals, 
who floated on its surface, suggested no thought 
but that of universal happiness peculiarly the 
portion of thb country. Under the protection of 
their tutelary river, Mizraim appeared the fkvourite 
oi great Isis, and her prototype Nature, and to 
have a taliananic exemf^on from thoae disturb- 
ances of seasons, that caprice of elements, which in 
ksa happy Umds too often lead famine and pesti* 
knee to their prey. 

The bdngs thus enjoying the scene were the 
two 6008 of Sons, the chief general and commander 
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of the Egypdan forces, one of the bulwArks of its 
monarchy, equally respected by his king and ho- 
noured by thb people; bom in the caste of war- 
viors, and descended from names highly distin- 
guished for their devoteduess to sacred Egypt, 
Sods saw in their achievements an example to 
emulate, whicb die tryhig events of his own career 
had brightly and noUy accomplished. 

The characters of the 3^uth8 were as different as 
dieir persons; and influential as they became upon 
the destimes of thdr country, no less than on their 
own changeful and checkered course, may require 
dome touches to develope ; while the romn springs 
will be traced more usefully, as they arc drawn into 
operation, in their actions and future conduct Sa* 
bacon, the ddest^ had passed the bounds of youth, 
and sighed to encounter the respon»lnIity and reafi- 
ties of life. Bom to the most elevated honours, 
secured also by the invariable laws and constitution^ 
of the kingdom of the rank possessed by his ances- 
tofg, he saw the qpbere of command and power 
ready fbr Ins occopa&cy; inflexible and energetic, 
he could control the wavering and overawe die 
timid, wlnle ardent and intrefad, he had the natural 
materialsof the warrior and conqueror. His frame 
was of an iron mould, above the common stature, 
and athletic for an Egyptian: a forehead wide and 
bold, a countenance austere and lughly majestic, 
complexion dark and swarthy, he displayed all the 
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4 EAMESES. 

strong outlines of a deddedi powerful mind. But 
amid qualities calculated to create the grand and 
the sublime in moral ascendency, when duly called 
forth by great eras and occasions^ were al^ mixed, 
most intimately, the rank seeds of hatred and )rc- 
venge; and these fearful impulses, ofttimes so 
mysteriously rooted in our nature, experienced 
from his peculiar destiny a rapid growth and de- 
structive deyelopement. 

His brother Rameses^ younger by three years, was 
in the very dawn and flower of youth, and destined 
also to arms as well as hi^ brother. He from in- 
fancy had strongly felt a bias to trace the infinite 
and refined system of Egyptian mysteries to their 
sublime source. With a powerful and operative 
sense of sacred things, he ardently cultivated every 
source of intelligence and knowledge which the 
sajges of Egypt, the wise of the earth, vouchsafed 
to communicate. The dark and gloomy rites of 
the caverns, and the earth-formed receptacles of 
their ceremonies, had an attractive charm beyond 
all the splaidors of Memphis; and in their deeply 
impressive scenes, his mind and imagination gra- 
dually formed a tone, grounded upon and suited 
to the high-wrought mysteries of his gods; and no 
earthly cares, or fears^ could daunt or deter him> 
until a further progress in their mysterious secrets 
struck him with surprise as being debasing and 
sanguinary. Too young to decide from reason^ 
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RAMESES. 5 

amid appearances seductive, and mysteries ap- 
parently sensual, a light within, spoken to by some 
unknown but powerful divinity, always restrained 
him frcmi the contaminations of vice; and the 
counsels of his firiend and counsellor, the learned 
Pfaritiphanes, were scarcely needed to show the 
allegories which these scenes contained, and wherdii 
grosser souls wwe led astray. Fortified by a train 
of thought and matured reflection, beyond the 
common reach of Egypt's race, contemplative by 
haint, with his passions controlled in their propensi- 
ties, and alive only to the attractive objects and ap- 
pearancesin the secretsof nature, known to the priest- 
hood, Raroeses possessed all the latent qualities of a 
resplendent character, for his intellect aspired beyond 
the usually estimated progress of the human mind ; 
his eager thirst of knowledge was unbounded, and 
he had diosen a path most likely to gratify it, in 
the affection and confidence with which his interest- 
ing qualities had inspired the chief of the sacred 
priests of Egypt* His form might be said to be 
under the common standard, but it was strong, 
light, and sjrmmetrical, capable of the greatest fa- 
t^e, and indeed the mere organ of an highly in- 
tdlectual soul : his forehead finely open, his face 
mild and serene, his mouth soft and gradous, the 
whole contour expressed the beau idSal of a being 
superior to the fluctuations and trials oS the world, 
and capable of the most sublime and devoted ac- 
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tions froai a sense of higher origin, and heavenly 
emanation trota the gods ; with a purt and pcnrtion 
of whose eternal essence and brightness, in oon* 
formity with his preceptor's doctrines, Rameses had 
sought aatirely to associate himself. 

Sudi were the personf^;es who, now redining 
upon oonchei, inhaled the fresh sweetness of the 
breeze which arose from the wators. Their go* 
vemor in mlenoe, with bis arms crossed, watdied 
intently the current of their thoughts : dark and 
swarthy, with strong lineaments of impassbned 
feeling, the eye full and prominent, lips thidL and 
heavy, his form as well at character eoqmased 
cahn and patient durance and fortitude. He 
was evidently not of the Miznam'race, but one of 
the pelebrated eastern invaders^ who, under the ge^ 
neriq title of ' Pastoral Shepherds,' had sul^i^ted 
and tyrannized over Egypt In a battle long anoe 
gained by Sons he had become his captive; anduif 
stead of the tortures and death usually inflicted by 
theexaspa'ated nations, he had met mdia humamty 
and tendamess, which awakened anew the feddngs 
of r^ard and sympathy^ and attached him to his 
patron's fortunes and race with the strongest ties. 
Athor hod long ceased to remember the state be 
had exdianged for davery. Indeed he bad never 
known the powerful tie of country, for the band be 
had been attached to had for three genontioM 
flowed onward as a torrent through Andbia to 
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jBgypI^ aftd deecdated all the tract they passed over. 
Settkd at length in the delidous valley of Miz- 
n&oa^ they tyranoized ovar its dties, and possessed 
themsdvesof its riobes^ until oppresnons roused, and 
unicm stra^thened the native Egyptians, to ^pel 
their ^vdUbom and powerful adversaries. The 
chofd bidteni however^ whidi attadied him to his 
band, bis comrades dead in battle, or slmn by 
the swoid in hosdk pursuit and in suooessive strug- 
f^l he stood akne and sditary, and the tie which 
Imked him with Sons and his raoe became the 
strong^, as k grew up iq the soul from aflfec- 
tibn to his sons. His services alao had beeto pecu^ 
liarly usefU to SaBi% for, daring in aetioh, impoietra- 
Ue in purpose, and giAsd with great adrritness in 
ascertaining At mottv^ imd (dauft of others^ 
Athor bad fathomed the wiles 6n»d projects of 
Various UMobined enemies^ whic^ at different epoehs 
tbreataaed the peace of Egypt ; and so dear had 
been bis eobceptlons and intelUgencer^ that SoA^ 
oft^ thoa^ he miist have be^n enrolled amoAg 
the tried Imd revered band of E|X^)t8eS .through 
whose powerful and invi^l^ i^ency the secrets of 
^ety latent spring yrere moved and developed. 
But no vi^lanoe could trace way i^pareiit eoii- 
nexion : and so devoted were his feeliiigs ftir the 
sons (^ Sosis, the hopes of his future days^ that 
latterly thenr pai«nt had always connected Atiior 
with his sons, as a guard and tutelary word. 
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The building id which they indulged in repose, 
during the hours of intense hest, was a jMe of 
some beauty and architectural excellence, overlook- 
ing th^ Nile^-resliiig upon » mnmy moutul, con- 
structed to protect the shores ftoot the «tk3rda<diitig 
river « A ffight of stq»^ nttsidve and vast, ted to' H 
platform, from which arose a square pavffii>% whose 
sides of granite were adorned wilii die explo^ of 
Sosis; showing the successful surprise of a pars of di€^ 
enemy'^s flotilla, the detidls of whieh oversptead the 
walls. Its gate&of bronze opened to an interior hall, 
dimly lighted up by pierced windows in tfie ma* 
sonry and sycamore wood» and oftennsed upon sMte' 
occasions^ From the side, a stwcase ascended to 
the second story, whidb led to a spacmms and mag^ 
nificent chamber of polished granite : it was^^ sup-^ 
ported by massive ocdumns, displaying in exquisite 
sculpture the njrmphae's mysterious and sacred 
flower, whose capsule and bud were entwined and 
Wreathed in every form along the columns^ The 
shutters opened to the beautiful view which its eleva- 
tion di^layed^ and which was now the oligect of the 
contemplation of its occupiers, lying to the south 
of the proud and superb city of Memphis, in whose 
suburbs the palace of Sosis was situated. Hence l^e 
eye ranged over the opponte eastern banks of die 
stream, covered at present by the inundation flow- 
ing, to the very base of the bdd and jnredintous 
cliffs of the Arabian chain, which, to the eye. 
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towei^ over the inundated lands as a vast and 
mighty Biari^ the bamer of the wide-spreading 
waters*' - 

^ How 'benignly the gods ate disposed to this 
ha^^eountry/ said Barneses: ^ flourishing in arts, 
^rQ?r9e4 by plantyy her fierce inyaders subdued, 
Mismw s^poscaMi.the lap of enjoyment !* 

,< Am eojoytnent,* vq^bd Sabacon, Uhat a few 
m0OB8 may jee diieftilly changed. True ; arts, riches, 
and q^bndor shine aiound ; so much the worse, 
when 'they may become attractions to allure the 
warlike and the brave. The enemy of our race yet 
hovers^cMi the fiondfevs^ faaiBed bilt not destroyed; 
but. I fta^t when I speak to such a sage, who 
need^ can teadi. What say your friends the priests 
on public things ?^ 

' Tfaey^ Sabacon^ hi^py in ebdbe and practice, 
trace the book of knowledge, ever open in fair 
nature; they look to the azure vault, shining in 
heavenly calmness and repose, to read the stars, 
and elevate their thoughts above this wwldiy scene. 
Such attainments,' sighed Barneses, *are indeed my 
cpyy*' 

f Oh, modest disdple of the great priest Phrid- 
jdianes, slander not thus thy master^ who reads in- 
deed the stars^ but Jives for better things than 
future hopes; and with his altar-rites contrives to 
move at will the schemes and worldly plans ff 
Mizraim's state. Fie, fie upon thy dulness; re- 
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cciieot thQ epoch lately past^ wb^ tbe deceased 
Apis^ left this mighty land withoat its god.' 

' Well, Sabacon, and what canst thou infer? — 
were not anxious cares ^t from daily unsuccessful 
search, [prosecuted with the deepest thought and 
intense ardor ?-— were not the exhortations of my 
revered in^udxv sent day aiid n^t throu^out 
the land, to mark the au^fudidus birth of the re- 
newed and youthful godT 

^In truth no wonder ;^ for thoU kaowest Ame 
months and more passed by, and Moaopbia was still 
deserted, ere the impatient ^Mm could ix upon the 
much-wanted and mysterious successor to die sacred 
animal. Mealit^e Hmt own rule was silffdringt 
yes, Rames^l getting into jeopardy : for Mi^mm^ 
gloomy Mizraim drooped and trembled i out mties 
shook with dread, and hollow murmurs, as of stofms 
and change, spread round fixnfti town to town, and 
no one knew their authors ; yet, at this tnstaoty in the 
lowering north are those whose swords could hdp 
the guess*' 

^ Wdl, Sabaom, what inference flows fiiom this? 
Surely,^ Ramesesquickly demands, ' surely you doubt 
not? You question not that die ray of the tdfXmy 
of Jm queen of night, shed from ber sparkHng 
crescent the imjuregnate beafA-*4bese marks divine^ 
which show the embodied god?' 

/Indeed, brother priest, as thou seemesi, I sliatt 
merely say, your friends should have looked sharper 
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for a suceesBor, ere they drowned^ their ancient 
daty: buty in very truths become torpid in age, 
enfeebled in auguries, he seems best disposed of in 
Ins pyramidal sanetuary— -embalmed, and shrined 
in Ins beauteous tomb«* 

' Peace, Sabacon; it is a tomb most fit for the 
lifeless form once anunate with essence so sacred 
and divine, qualities now marked by sculptors in 
the hieralpbic symbols covering his bans. But 
why name with taunts a mystic death which issued 
forth,^ and asRamests spoke his eyes sparkled with 
the livdiest animation, ^ which led to scenes so 
bright as shone on grateful Misraim when the hea- 
venly viritaat was owned and was brought to Mem- 
phis ? Hast thou fcMTgot the accumulated myriads, 
the mr resounding with their dxnits, while the mul- 
titude bore him onward on the sacred stream ; the 
papyrine vessels, the ^kled barges following; our- 
sdves rgoiring, and all with i^uts and sounds of 
joy attesting the mighty rule of Miarfdm's god? 
Beware, Sabacon, beware of entertmning doubts or 
jealousy of those whose high attendance on the gods 
draw down their favour, and whose knowledge ex- 
tracts the enlightening ray which idds our mortal 
intellect t Ignorantiy bound down to this low sphere, 
what were our raoeP To the priests, and their 
mystic books, Mizraim owes every art which makes 
her shine resplendent among nations, every secret 
which lifts her sages to the skies !^ 
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^ Very true, Rameses, and imquestioiiabley but 
rely upon it, the sword must yet be drawn» Whe^ 
ther you are revolving to meet the storm by nerve 
of arm or priestly supplications, I know not; but 
Sabacon casts his die at once upon the bloody field : 
ther^, neither my father's fame, nor glories of my 
ancestors, shall dim the triumphs I aspire to 
win!' 

^ Sabacon, may the god of armies grant you all 
you wish ! Me not the blood-stained trophy dazzles, 
or Uie glare of high amtHtion ! F<»r my country^ 
if in danger, not even yourself should dare the ex- 
tremes of death more fearless or undaunted; but 
far rather would I seek in wisdom^s book the, truths 
of nature^s laws ; how these same shining stars per-| 
form their course, and shed their beaming influence 
on unthinking man; how the plants disseminata 
their germs and offer secret symbols, known only 
to the good and wise^ how nature's animals % the 
most minute and coarse, yet all partake a ray di- 
vine, which in its hue and change often lends a dia* 
racter of sacred import, and illustrates the hiero- 
glyphic store. These would I draw in and graft 
upon my eager spirit^ that when disembodied from 
its fleshly, mortal partner, when the frame en- 
shrining its livelier associate parts from life^ I may 
commix^ my being with the bright splendors of 
Osiris's beams l\ 

^ Take, Rameses, your choice i cross not my 
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path, and feel assured I never rival your mysterious 
lore. But, Ramesesi did you not hint, some new 
and wond^ul display awaited us, not known to 
any of our present race, or for some centuries pasty 
— some cdestial stranger, that at long intervals re- 
visits this his favourite spot ?^ 

^ You awaken feelings,' rejdied his brotlier, 
' strongly allied to those portentous signs you dwelt 
so soorofuUy on just nowy**-<the portent which the 
sages trace within their sacred hemuuc books is 
the Phoenix^ which comes to earth from the great 
orb, the sun, shining in ethereal brightness, — ^is 
sacred bird passes five centuries near his flaming 
course, nor is once seen to Ught on earth, or breathe 
its grosser air ; but when the awful cycle has re- 
volved, which measures off so great a part of earth^s 
progressive course, the heavenly vidtant prepares 
to recrieate again its radiant form ; and now {»^ 
sages of celestial character indicate a change : and 
the star of Egjrpt, sparkling Sirius, leading on the 
inundation,, which, as a cornucopia, now pours 
plenty round us, also displays some warning ema- 
nations, which are deemed the ngns of this rare 
symbolic stranger :— should these speak truly, soon 
will heavenly odours, sweeter than all the spices and 
Sabsean perfumes of AraUa's groves, breathe in the 
air; and flashes of intense and dazzling light shine 
on the temple and altar of the revered and mighty ! 
on the protecting deity of Heliopolis, the creator 
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of the world i herein, on his altar, in eager haste, 
the brilliant Urd will then prepare his odorous 
nest, which a aeUUhot beam from heavoi instantly in- 
flames ; spreading her splendid plumes, the bird will 
then repose amid the circling Uaze, while bar* 
monious sounds are floating with cdestial fragrance 
all around I and as the pure element reduces its 
material tona to ashes, a doud of sweets, aa in- 
cense, will steam upwud to the sky, hidii^ the 
mysterious change performing on its bumidied 
form, until emerging from the bright en^rs^ the 
renewed and vigorous Phoenix towering in pridey 
is strengthened to regmn its native skies, and shines 
in all the beauty <^ its youthful fonn ! The her- 
maic pillars, these records of the past, show the visit 
of the Phoenix, once every five hundred years, to 
be all impOTtant on the destinies of our country; 
and the priests now weigh with solemn caution the 
stellar auguries f<nr our weal or woe. When last 
this awful bird soared to our kingdom, Miaoium, 
they report, was the queen of Earth ! She now 
again regains this glorious hdght,. or rinka the 
lowest in the Eastern world-^Hhe slave of her 
oppressors. Oh, Sabaoon, boast not thy arm of 
strength! but when our country seems thus hang* 
ing in the dubious scales of great Osiris^ her heavy 
crimes of dull forgetfulness for heavenly favours-^ 
deba^g luxury and vice loading her adverse 
beam, so speak the pensive priests, add not your 
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presumption to its weight, but breathe the 8el£> 
subduing prayer to him, who, in this glorious bird, 
this type of ^eat all-renovating nature, calls on us 
to seek his altars, and to trust his power!* 

^ Rameses, pray you,' was Sabacon's angry re- 
joinder ; ^ I scorn not Apis, nor disdain the rites 
of great Osiris! but the state has enough of those 
who seek didr defenoe and safety in the tutelary 
care of other8.^My arm be mine* Enough fr<mi 
Boochoris I have learnt of our eastern enemies to 
judge that strength and ooumge are our best, 
auxiliaries/ 

A Sigh came fiom the recess of the pavilion which 
instantly drew the eyes of the brothers thither ; but 
nothing was perceptible, save the sculptured form 
of Osiris with his crook and scourge; his deep blue 
visage, more darkened by the shade of a projecting 
edumn$ and the severe dignity of his aspect suited 
to the heavenly supremacy of the god, and as if 
frowning on the bold recklessness of Sabacon. Turn- 
ing to Athor, who had watched in meditative €ilencet 
the two brothers, they perceived by his saddened 
look that the sounds had burst from his well-ex- 
perienced soul, on viewing the germs of disunion 
and jealousy thus early budding in a brother's heart; 
Ere any explanation could occur of an involuntary 
mark of sadness, a presage of the Aiture; a splen^ 
did galley decked with the enmgns of royalty, and 
sweet strmns of the ^strum's music floating around, 
bearing on its prow^ the car? ed sjrmbol of the mysdc 
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serpent, and on the st^m the head of Fthah or 
Ammon, striped with blue and gold, and decked 
with streamers, stopt at the gramte steps which 
wound downward to the river. It was descending 
the Nile on a special misdiQn to the brothers from 
the imperial Thebes, where the king Ameoophis 
and the nobles of the land, pasdng the vernal sea- 
son of the spring, had celebrated the sacred feast, 
the festival of nature, at this great revolving season 
of delights, with the rites of Egypt's God. These 
joyous days throughout the East are most sacred, 
especially in Egypt. Here all conspires to fill the 
measure of pleasure. The gods proclaim aloud, ^ all 
earth rejoice.' The ground, covered with genial 
waters, is absorbing that all generative plastic fat- 
ness, which, as in creation, renews its strength and 
powers prolific to clothe her fields with smiling ver- 
dure, and pour forth fruits a hundred fold : here man 
breathes in peace and hope, relieved from labour 
and from care : kind mother earth, as a generous 
parent, saves him all his toil, and leaves him free to 
indulge his fill of joy, and trust her future bounty. 
Hence, these days, during the inundation, present 
throughout the land, the high and low, the peasant 
as well as prince, the slave as well as master, all 
rejoicing in full tide of pleasure. These now had 
passed, but they also^ in compliance with the temper 
and wish of their soverdgn, held in his courts the 
fieastings following the great Nile^s increase:-— 
gliding on the waters^ with swift and easy mo* 
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tion, breathing barmonious sotmds^the nMTiGffti sooh 
reached the bank, and brought letters to the brothers. 
Ooe from their father, Sosis, urged their instant ap- 
pearance' at Thebes, enjoining, diat at night they 
were to take th^r equipages and mount the Nile. 
They were also warned to prepare their minds to 
enter on the manly paths of life, as duties might arise 
suited to thdr respective parts and talents. Sabacon^s 
heart beat high at this intimation. Once freed from 
restraint, and his soul enlarged to its pitch of energy, 
he doubted not distinguishing himself in arms, which 
was his darling aim. He had a short and myste- 
rious scroll also from Bocchoris, a friend and as- 
sodate, which pointed at some difficulty or danger 
hanging over the future; but whether directed to- 
ward himself, or impending on the land, was not 
explained : and so elastic are the hopes of youth, 
so presumptuous its plans, that Sabaoon scarcely 
dagned to give a thought to its contents. He knew 
that he should lose the trammels of paternal rule ; 
that he should have no other monitor than a bold 
aspring heart and willing hand : that power and 
riches would attend upon his steps ; and glory and 
enjojrment he doubted not would to the full crown 
all his days : aspiring in his thoughts, predpitate in 
his resolves, sanguine and determined, he prepared 
to bid £urewell to a home which had been, indeed, a 
residence of paternal wisdom, kindness, and affection : 
wherein no labour entered, and no voice wias heard, 
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but the easy lessons of experience taught by love ; 
no toil or care but the sober dictates of philosophy 
for instruction and mental and bodily culture: no 
cares ^er intruded wbidb the father's eye Ad not 
watch) and hb hand rewcwew Nature bad done her 
part ; but while tbeforin was noUe, the seeds under* 
n^«th were rifb with bold and portentous passions, 
deep and latent, but only awiutbg eiroumstaacea ta 
QsJl them ^MTth with all the whirlwind's rage« 

Rameses had a despatch from the sacred Pbriti-^ 
pbanes^ couched in the following m9Bt impves^ve 



< To Rameses :— ^He who sighs to seek on earth 
the bright awards oS Heaven's wise decrees! to be 
the son of virtue, and for her own reward to dbey 
her heavenly voice: who^ dead to insatiable ambi- 
tion's claims, her pride and power, would stiUimely 
seek the Initii^'a cdqwu-hioqa, t9t> sooo,^ he may 
percave f^e path opm^ which courts his resolute and 
ateady step; but ere the last resolve b made, or 
tbe pcNTtal of the awful gods opens to the asfwuit 
ftw initial mysteries, and the seavching sppoal b 
put on record, wberm to fail is-^deatib, think, 
Rameses! beloved youth! thumk well upon die tests, 
and deep resolve; but, if thy aund b firm ta yield 
Ae world for thb great prize, to accept gE every* 
triai, danger— death itself^for tlie sole approval of 
a heart sincere, and true to Wisdom's call — then 
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scenes, and wonders mo^t inefiJble, sbill court 
your dflring. Come to out pubieel the king is 
steeped hi joy ! here pleasures revel ! the temples 
ore crowded ! As yet the borisoll betrays not the 
darkling and purple vapour which proclaittis the 
hurrictme; but no more. Court Sabacon's fraternal 
loT^^beware of brothers* strife. Healthy peatie^ 
prosperity^ be yours. 

^ Pl^ftt'TirHAIlttS.' 

With these despatches was announced the plea- 
sure of Amenophis, sovereign of Egypt, that they 
should mstantiy attend the celebration of the great 
Isiac pomp within the stupendous halls of Thebes. 
The fakhfUI Athor was directed to i^rrange for thdr 
departure $ ami hastenklg t6 their apartments, the 
necessary preparations foi^ this ^eat dbmge in their 
lives occupied some days, during which the inun- 
datii»g waters raf^y retired. The couitis swafrmed 
widi domestics, arranging the war habiHments i the 
quilted tunics; their quivers embo^s^ with gems; 
At bright fakhibns and accoutt^nents of war. 
With eager joy Sabacbu looked on, rfSH graspedf 
the shining sword, hdf drew it forth, and his eye 
sparkM in its poUshed beams ' as he in fancy 
#idded it m the field 6f death. During thi^ period 
Rameses, thoughtful and reflective, pcwdered the 
wctt^ of Phritiphanes; the presages of the times ; 
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and deeply fixed his inmost thoughts on becoming 
one of the aspirants for the holy rites and mysteries. 
Athor, ^ent and watchful, hastened the prepara- 
tions; as well yersed in his native band's reoources, 
he saw the indications of a fierce and bloody inva- 
sion upon Egypt^s enervate sons, and decided to de- 
vote his energies and powers to his patron's house. 
Long had he strengthened and laid deep the seeret 
correspondence, and those ties of intercourse which 
hitherto^ through the subordinate channels of Mem- 
phis's numerous citizens, had enabled him to watch 
his kindred Pallic lineage, the most deadly enemies 
to Egypt's power, and despisers of her gods ; they 
longed to occupy again her fertile fields, and all the 
towns still harboured numerous obscure, but bold 
and daring individuals of this race, now mixed and 
intermingled among the myriads of the Mizraimites ; 
they, however, still preserved an active but unseen 
communication with their expelled and vanquished 
brethren now in Auaris and the chosen land, and as 
the means of intercourse were dangerous and highly 
difficult, they necessarily veiled them in hieroglyphic 
symbols and signs ; but Athor, taught their forms 
with acuteaess most unerring, had possessed himself 
of every character and watched the growing signs of 
war ; these manifestations and plans as yet only re-, 
vealed to him the danger without the means of un- 
ravelling the due. Anxious therefore for the present, 
and dreading the future, devoted to Sosis and his 
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race, Athor prepared for the exchange to Thebes and 
its proud court with an anxious and perturbed heart 
The heats had abated ; and as the sun sat in majestic 
glory, the breezes from the Nile arose grateful and 
cooling ; the music resounded upon its waters ; the 
bright star of Egypt, auspcious Sirius, sparkled with 
heavenly radiance, when the barges prepared, Saba- 
con and Rameses, with a train of followers, their five 
augurs bearing the holy shrine of Ooris— *the god 
seated upon the mystic pyramid;' — the hdy scara- 
bees and women attendants ; the bannersiof the Sosis 
race borne by slaves, all embarked with martial 
sounds. The oars dashed in the waters as the vessels 
lefl the banks : the bright splendors of Memphis 
&oon sunk in the distance, and amid the silence of the 
night, under the canopy of the heavenly fires, the 
barges pixxseeded swifUy up the sacred stream. 
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BOOK II. 

ARGUMENT. 

Tlie dwitcter m^ porsop of Anienop))is deecrib^d ; his par- 
ticulfur deYQtiop to the sacerdotnl class and sacred shrines ; 
the influence and wisdom of the chief priest^ Phritiphanes^ 
the head of the prle8thood.-^Hi8 predilection Utr, and in« 
slxuctioQ of ^ameses^ the youngest son q£ Sosifi. Thedan*- 
gers thr?ateni|9g l^gypt frop^ the PalUc forces wsen^hled 
on the Arabian frontier of Ao^a^s^— The qiic^en l^ptha^ 
and Nitocris^ daughter of Fhritiphanes^ d^cribed; they 
ate an asaeraUed with the chief nobki of Egypt at 
T^^bes engaged |q festiyitiea.^Tbe brothersj ascending 
the Nile^ igre surppsed by the portent of a locust^ which 
particularly designating the fiiture glory of Rameses^ 
becomes an object of jealhaay and umbn^ to his eld^ 
brother^ Sabacon.— They enter Thebes at ihe break of day. 

Egypt was at this time goveraed by Amenophis, 
of the Diospolitan race ; he had held the reins of go- 
vernment for nearly twenty years, and during this 
long interval had indulged in the luxuries and en- 
joyments of his palace, while the dangers and storms 
of war, which rolled along the frontiers of the king- 
dom, had been under the guidance of his tried and 
faithful generals. Happily for Egypt, the stormy 
and adverse period she was just emerging from, 
when Amenophis began to reign, had formed the 
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sUtesmeti and commanders who were the orda^ 
ments and bulwarks of the throne. Indolent in 
habit, imbecile in purpose, one tie powerfully reoom«- 
mended Amenophis to his fiuthful Mizraim, wUch 
was his entire devotedness to the priesthood ;>^by 
the invariaUe customs of the kingdom, himsdf ad* 
mitted to its highest ceremonies. The altars of 
Apis and of M nevb blaz^ with hecatombs. The 
hawka, the bright emanations of Osiris, were at- 
tended by watchful courses of attendant priests; 
and all die numerous divinities of the land, the 
fish of LatDpolis, the crdcodile of Ombos, the eagle 
and ram of Thebes, the bear of PajM^mis, and sacred 
Aspic Cneph, alike partook of hii votive splendor 
and his cares. 

In the long drft iM'ededing th^ rdgns of his two 
predecessors, the Mi^raimites, after a modt bloody 
struggle, hsd expelled their cruel enemies, the pas^ 
Uxsi dynasty, from their fields ( but they still oc* 
cu{»ed an advantageous pontioti on their northern 
frontier^ and hung like a dark doud upon their 
land. Accustomed, during the long and grievous 
period that Egypt had been held in i^very during 
the formm* ocmquest of tbdr country, to have their 
gods abused and slau^tered, their rites proscribed 
attd despised, their temples defaced and closed, 
the Egyptian race viewed with rapturous joy the 
devotion of Amenophis^ dnd aa the recoil of the 
horn is propoftioned to die strain and pressure 
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which bends it, so they rushed with' eager and re- 
doubled ardour to their restored and glittering 
temples. 

The reigns of Egyptus and Armais, the prede- 
cessors of Amenophis, had been passed in active 
and unceasing wars, which left them no lasure to 
repsdr the ruined fanes. But while the cares of go> 
vemment were left unattended to and neglected, and 
the safety of Egypt was confided to his generals, the 
luxury and weakness of Amenophis were restricted 
within his palaces, and became not the subject of 
public observation and censure. A most serious 
cause of solicitude had long disturbed the minds of 
his subjects, and given him a further claim on their 
forbearance ; for he was the last of the race of the 
Pharaohs, whom they revered as next to the gods 
in power and sanctity. Now, however, after eigh- 
teen years of disappointed hopes, his queen had 
borne him a son, an event which strengthened his 
throne, and rendered his rule more popular to his 
subjects, who had long despaired of such an au- 
spicious event. The sacred, priesthood, constant 
and grateful for his favours, had formed no incon- 
siderable means of securing the tranquillity of the 
luxurious reign of Amenophis : possessing an un- 
bounded ascendency over the multitude^ being the 
depositories of all the wisdom of Egypt, and the 
guardians of her gods, the wise expounders of her 
laws, they necessarily formed the most effective and 
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pow^ul class of her entire polity. Indeed, so 
great was tbrn sanctity and ascendency, that the 
monarch became, on bis accession, always invested 
with the ceremonies and sanctity of their order by 
an express initiation. At the head of this powerful 
class was the venerable and profoundly gifted sage 
Phritiphanes,now bending under the weight of years, 
but his mind survived the work of time, and bright- 
ened as its career drew near its close ; his long and 
arduous term of nearly seventy summ^*s had seen 
many changes and awful trials ; deeply versed in the 
mysteries and doctrines of Egypt's wisdom, all na- 
ture's laws lay open to his eye, and graven in his 
heart, the veil which hung upon her sacred hierogly- 
phic symbols to his spirit was withdrawn, and he con- 
versed with wisdom in its pure etherial form ; and 
although living amid the world, its cares and changes 
moved not his stable purpose. He had contemplated 
in her annab Egypt prostrate, her king a fugitive, 
her gods destroyed, and he had lived within the re- 
trospect of much of the horrors attendant on such 
scenes ; now he viewed her restoration to her native 
soverdgtt's race ; her temples opened, and her gods 
therein enshrined^ gathering prudence and know- 
ledge from every passing day, a profound observer 
of nature, and a keen reader of the human heart, 
the constant daily access which his sacred office gave 
him to the presence of Amenophis was highly be- 
nefidal to his country, and important to the sove- 
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reign, by the oouns^ which he thowby was en-^ 
abled to influence and matare. Hb tigate was 
inclining to be tall, and appeared worn and bent by 
exerdses of the mind, rather than by age; thin 
and emaciated by severe abstin^ice, and haUts <^ 
intense and abstruse thought, his whole aspect and 
appearance was that of a sage, while the imposmg 
features of wisdom and knowledge came softened to 
the beholder by a benignity and mildness which ir^ 
radiated every line of his character ; deeply sensible 
c^ the emptiness of worldly objects, accustomed to 
contemplate the world unseen as close at huid, con* 
versing by the mysterious agency of thought with 
pure intelligences, he already contemplated his feU 
low man, as a superior b&ag does the object of bis 
tender solicitude and interest ; as one whose hopes 
and views are belon^g to a sphere below him, 
which, however, he pties and loves. The {»os- 
pmty of his country, of Egypt, the repository of 
learning, the bright luminary of scdence, his heart 
clung to with more than patriotic love, as it also 
included the restoration of her altars and gods, 
achieved, together with her deliverance firom the 
Pallic enemies ; his judgment c]^r, calm, and de- 
cisive^ his firmness immoveaUe, he had not only 
the greatest w^ht in Egypt^s coundls firom his 
high situati(xi, but equally so from his commanding 
talents ; to this also must be added the influence of 
th^ vast hierarchy of Mizraim, at the head of which 
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he stood ; throujghout her cities they all presided over 
her several temples, and ranked before the military 
governors i possessing the immense contributions of 
their woinshii^rs, they added great riches to the 
wmgbt tbor knowledge oonfiarred and associated with 
theur ostensible ntuation. They chiefly cultivated the 
idences; that (Gastronomy, as connected with the se. 
qrets of the stars in their courses, wholly appertained 
to th^ order; and they entirely furnished those 
bri^t supplies of intellectual vigour and intelligence, 
which, as much as the pictcnrial hieroglyphic secrets 
contained within its walls, enabled the great sove- 
rragns of Memphis to declare thdr college ' the 
Medicine for the Mind ^V Added to these extraor- 
dinary advantages, acknowledged by all the neigh* 
bouring kingdoms rescnrting to their schools, they 
wue bound to each other by peculiar ties, for all in 
greatar or lesser degrees were initiati of the great 
Qsiric rites, the head and supreme of which was the 
venerable Hierc^ant Phritiphanes himsdf. Uo* 
demeath not only Memphis, but also great Thebes^ 
end all the prindpal nomes, stretched far and mi» 
the seeret or subterranean passages; which, without 
a movoEuent h&ng seen or known by the pqHilation 
of Egypt, placed all her temples and her mighty 
eai»tals under the access and control of those amo^g 
the priesthood to whom their winding mazes were 
developed* The roots of all these thousand laby- 
rtnthiae avenues to Egypt's mystic wanders t^rmi- 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



88 RAMESES. 

imte in three points or centres, whence the radii 
diverge, apparently to an endless inextricable maze, 
but regulated (when the master key was known) by 
the nicest geometric skill and wise precision. These 
three important centres exist ^ in the Memnonian 
plain the Thebaide temple of the mysteries;' ^the 
sacred lake of Moeris, and the labyrinth of the lower 
districts ;* and ^ mighty Memphis with her pjnramids, 
as the heart, occupying the middle and the important 
central point.* With Phritiphanes ^^ as chief, Tarcod 
and Smendis ruled these great and invisible re^ons 
c^the mysteries. Tarcos, an Ethiopian sage, con-« 
trolled the Theban nome ; Smendis, a Tamte, ruled 
over the Sabannitic nome^'; while Phritipbanes, 
supreme by his superior wisdom and his enlightened 
views, presided over all the sacred band. The 
princes of Mizraim were numerous and greatly 
distinguished ; but Sosis, the father of Sabacon and 
Rameses, had acquired the same pre-eminence over 
her armies whiqh Phritipbanes possessed over her 
coundls; looking up with reverence to his wisdom, 
and sulnnissive to the Osiric fiuth, one heart and 
voice had long united them. From thb harmony, 
which adversity in former years had strengthened, 
a mutual knowledge of each other had led to the 
introduction of the sons of Sods to these divine 
privileges, rarely vouchsafed unto the warrior class. 
Sabacon, impatient of constraint, averse to curb his 
passions, in truth, had long thrown off the guidance 
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of the sage ; but in Rameses he found the ready 
will and ardent mind : hence he had led his under-* 
standing through the train of symbols and of ima- 
gery up to the bright immortal essence of all know- 
ledge ; implanting principles of heavenly character, 
fortitude unshaken, hope unquenchable, contempt 
of pain and death, and trust in great Osiris ; he had 
opened to him the book of wisdom undisguised, and 
led his youthful mind through nature's secrets and 
her awful laws ; nothing to him was prodigy, for all 
was wonderful alike : nature establishing her da^ms 
to wonder, in the minutest atom. He tau^t that here 
the essences and principles of things were not to be 
completely known; some few of nature's marvellous 
effects, some sacred observations, made in golden 
years in the primseval ^* days of innocence and peace, 
graven on the hermaic pillars, and shown to the 
diosen few, Rameses eagerly acquired, and hence- 
forth panted for the scenes of bright reality, wh^i all 
would be unveiled, — as life itself at times seemed 
only as a prison hiding nature's wonders : with this 
peculiar frame of thought, the sage so well had 
mingled exhortations of the many claims of sodal 
life, so well had tempered love of country and his 
fellow man, he had so fully taught the great im- 
portant lesson, ^ man is not made to seek his good 
alone^ but to promote the good of all,' that ^ a 
prize so great as wisdom, her secrets shown without 
a veil, her bright attainments secured, and without 
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change, cannot be gmned without a m^hty conquest 
of ourselves;' that Rameses felt prepared to yield 
himself to any lot, and thtnk no toil or danger of the 
smallest weight, so that it gained for him the suf- 
frage of the gukle, the revered counsellor of his 
days. 

Amenophis, his queen, and court, now held thdr 
r^dngs in the temjdes and palaces of Thebes. 
This monarch had passed his twenty years of reign 
in varying his residences from imperial Thebes, to 
Memphis, and to Sais, as the seasons, hb inclina^ 
tions, or the disturbance of war impelled him« 
Great part of its course had been agitated by the 
constant enaones of his race and throne, the expelled 
Palli, who formedy so tyrannized over Egypt ; for, 
although they had been finally overcome, and 
by hb ancestors' energy had been expelled from 
Auaris, tbey still lingered on the borders of the 
nordiem Arabian des^t; and report for a long 
time iqx>keof powerful states and auxiliaries strength- 
ening their battds from these regions, hilly and 
mountmious, strong by nature and by art, which, 
taldb^ their title of Palestine, ftMrmed a refuge for 
their bends, and whence th^y had stretdied on to the 
Boigltty river Euphrates : here they met with kindred 
forces, and recent accounts from the bcMxIers dedared 
that their warBke nee had spread even to Babyk>i»# 
Amenophis, indolent and sufmie, contented himself 
with reaping the benefits of the peace arinng from 
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^▼tBg forth their armies, and left the numerous 
population of the cities untouched and unexpelled. 
Thus, akhough Egypt was cleared of the armies 
of the Palliy her principal cities swarmed with ene^ 
mies, filled with hatred to the native Mizraim, from 
tb^r being conquerors and expellers of their bre- 
t^n ; and feeling contempt for their gods, as de- 
grading asaocialionii of the sublime principle of the 
great d&tj. Ready, therefore, instantly to join 
any new attadc by their countrymen, the seeds of a 
fiiture war, most bloody and obstinate, existed in 
full force* Upon her southern frontier, towards 
£thio|ua, Eg3rpt fdt secure, and free from danger* 
Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, and his ancestors, 
though the deacei^mts of the pastoral race, and 
IKofessing thmr £»th, yet having been kindly asso^- 
ciated with the prosperity of Egypt by all the Miz* 
raim sovereigns, had insenably linked themselves 
to the Pharaohs, becoming thdr firm and fixed aHy ; 
and a fnendship, the growth of three centuries^ 
with the aid <^ mutual intercourse and friendly com* 
mercial ties, ratified thdr unicm, influendng the king- 
dom and the sovereign to cultivate a close aHiance 
with the Mizraim. Amenophis, stronger to bind the 
tie, took to wife Saptha, of the Ethiopic race; and an 
important bond wa& formed in the perfect eonfomity 
of the Ethiopian deity of Meroe with the great 
Amnion wordiipped at Thebes, whose siMine and 
priests were yearly seen to move in sacred visit to 
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the Ethiopian temple with joy aiid great feastings. 
These ties were strengthened by the birth of Mes- 
senes, son of Amenophis and of Saptha, a blessing 
which was viewed as the peculiar favour of the 
mighty goddess of Elythias, to whom Amenophis 
had just recently sacrificed some Pallic captives. 
The tidings of this cruelty had been, however, in- 
stantly conveyed by their brethrien in the Thebaide 
to the encampments on the borders, and latterly 
their renewed movements and gathering forces had 
excited a strong sensation throughout the kingdom ; 
but Amenophis, easily reconciled to whatever ap- 
peared distant, and intoxicated with joy at the pos- 
session of an heir bom to his throne, had solely en- 
gaged his thoughts in passing the usual festivities in 
splendor and rejoicing, and presenting his queen 
and infant heir to his court. 

Phritiphanes latterly had been much absent from 
the monarch and from Memphis, but disguiang his 
journey under the colour of bdngrequired to regulate 
the marvellous and magnificent establishment of 
the labjrrinth ; he had, in fact, the arduous point in 
view of fathoming the prospects and intentions of 
his country's foes. It was in this period that the 
Ethiopian Hierarch Tarcos, whose bent of mind and 
whole intentions breathed of blood, instigated the 
weak and yielding Amenophis to the tremendous 
human immolation, which Phritiphanes, fixmi his 
milder nature, would have prevented. 
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Saptha, although queen, had hitherto shown little 
Indication of the talents she in reality possessed : 
kept in restrictions by the laws, and undistinguished 
by never having borne issue to the thrcme, she cul- 
tivated wisely those qualities which should in the 
interior of his palace preserve her ascendency over 
her weak partner; but now become a mother, and 
about to leave the recesses of the palace to partake 
of the royal feasfings, her rising importance brought 
daily into view mental qualities and claims of the 
most decisive character. 

Having acquired the information so essential for 
Egypt, on returning to the court, Phritiphanes soon 
saw the necessity of ascertaining the genuine views 
and wishes of the qiieen, whose part in the eventful 
crisis which he knew was drawing rapidly onward 
might be most important; under the plea therefore 
ci honouring in the highest manner the approaching 
solemnities, and the queen^s appearance to her sul>- 
jects, he opportundy introduced about her person a 
being formed to engage her affections, and ascertain 
and r^ulate her desires: thb was his only child, 
his daughter Nitbcris. In thus bringing her for- 
ward from his sacred rdo^ and placing her pure 
and r^ned mind in contact with the splendor of 
the court, he Ustened to the love of country in the 
highest sense; for if in this terrestrial scene of 
change any allurements either of fear or joy could 
move or sway the heart of Phritiphanes^ through 
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Nitrocis alone they iovld approach him. Expanding 
aA the beauteous lotos flower, and equally pure and 
tadiant, she shone in every quality that dec^s the 
fbminine.mtnd ; gracious, yet retiring, her gestures 
and her air appeared to shrink even from the zephyr^s 
touch; but on the expressive ivory brow was marked 
a Arm dedsiveness of energy that could control the 
weaker qualities of sex ; her eyes that beamed with 
intellectual Are were shaded by a modesty that tem- 
pered their extreme brilliancy of character ; before 
she spoke the varjdng shades and hues of thought 
declared the sentiments and feelings of a mind re- 
(dete with every grace; her mouth, while it dis- 
closed teeth of pearly whiteness, had also a charm 
bf interest that fixed the assenting will of every one 
who heard her softened and harmonious accents : 
thus highly adorned by nature, she owed no less to 
the divine Isis her protectress, for her great bounty, 
in the rich stores of intellectual qualities which im- 
planted deeply within, and improved, directed, and 
strengthened by her sagadous watchful parent, had 
.matured a blossom of human growth to bear the 
fruits of heavenly culture; fruits destined amid 
scenes of trial, sorrow, calamity, and death, to show 
bow the well poised spirit compensates for softness 
of sex, and how the tempered soul supports and sus- 
tains, to the highest point of mental aiergy, even the 
yielding gentl^iess of all lovely woman. Such were 
the principal persons to whom Thebes op<^ed her 
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hundred gates^ as the shining pomp of Amenophis' 
train passed from palace to palace ; her vast halls 
and colonnades were crowded with his courtiers, for 
the rites were on the eve of beginning; Phritiphanes, 
with his band of priests, joining the state of great 
Ammon, incircled his altars daily in his superb tem- 
ple ; preparations were making for the great ap. 
{Mrooching festiTities^ while the Nile on its bonks re» 
sounded with pi^parations and exhibitions of joy. 
These sfdendid secnet occupied all ; as the ion& of 
Scteis were approaching the royal city. 

The silence of night closed upon the train of tbe 
brothers as they sailed up the stream ; the heavy 
dews of the Nile descended around them ; and, save 
the occasional sound of a tambour from the shore, 
an indication of prolonged feasting, or the straggling 
lights and murmurs of a town on the bank settling 
into repose, nothing interrupted their deep and so- 
lemn silence. The i^tation of their Father's sum^ 
mons, with the fatigue Mid exditement of prepara- 
tion^ had kept the brolJiers long awake ; and the sun 
was high in the horizon ete tfa^ left their ooucbes 
and renewed their notice of tbe festive garlands, the 
(Mmamented towers, and swarming populatbn of the 
dties and temples they passed ; these vast and solid 
jnles, supported on their granite brackets^ the gay 
and floating banners, inscribed and marked with 
great Osiris and Horus, their chosen duties ; the cat 
'Elttf us^*} the Isis vulture ; and the Bon of the The- 
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baide; and all the sytdbolic deities of the towns 
which diey passed. 

The sun beamed with fervid heat^ and they were 
retiring to their couches from the gay exhilarating 
scene, when a sound rushing from the sky, with a 
gloom overspreading the face of day, although the 
blue cerulean expanse had not a doud, proclaimed 
the dreadful progress of a locust band, black, num- 
berless, and destructive, soaring high in air, they 
threatened ruin to the fields and country where they 
settled ; but after hovering a short time in fflght, and 
alarming all the inhabitants of the Thebaide, bold 
and active on the wing, they passed onward to the 
Arabian desert in their flight : but, ere they vanished 
from the brothers' view, a portent was vouchsafed, 
which showed them to be winged messengers of 
Osiris^s will. Amid the lag^ng stragglers of the 
band, a hawk, high in the heavens, pounced in his 
idry flight, and seized a straggling locust, then kept 
wheeling around the foremost barge in airy drcles 
with loud screams; the augurs became fixed and pe- 
netrated with amazement as they viewed his portent- 
ous signs; while no less the brothers and Athor 
gazed upon the mystic bird. A little space he seemed 
to pause; when, for a moment susjpending his airy 
course, he dropped the struggling insect immedmtely 
upon the vest of Rameses ; so gently loos^ed from 
his talons that unhurt the locust crawled upward, 
and settled on his brow; meantime, thefaird^ 4>righl 
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emblem of Onris, having thus performed his em- 
bassy, soared upward to his solar beams, and socm 
was lost to idght. 

Rameses stood motionless, until, approaching with 
much awe, the augur took the insect, examining at- 
tentively his veined frontlet and wings, as the shades 
and hues thereon evidently varied, and the counte- 
nance of the priest changed far more. When Sa- 
bacon, whose visage darkened into its deepest hue of 
angry emotion, demanded what the augur saw, and 
what this portent meant. With still silence, the 
priest proceeded with the locust to the Ammonian 
shrine, erected in the stem of the galley ^^, where 
the bending beak of Pthah, wearing the ram^s head, 
curved inward ; here stood the shrine of the god as 
in a sanctuary: it consisted of a pyramidal ascent of 
seven stages, crowned on the top with the sitting 
figure of the deity, while in an arch over it curved 
the symbol of the vessel. Here, calling his fellow 
priest, they commenced their offerings of milk and 
fruits, the^ emblems of Mizraim ; and placing the 
insect near, watched from its movements what frir- 
ther auguries the god vouchsafed : if the insect sym- 
bol strengthened, and the signs betokened power, 
then they foresaw the most sinister presages. As 
the rites required secrecy and seclusion, they for- 
bade the approach of the brothers ; but while they 
communed apart, the sluggish insect expanded its 
wings, and, with determined purpose, lighted a mo- 
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ment again on Rtmcses; a moment onljf &re qpnead- 
ing its gaiizy web, it soared in air, and sou^t its 
kindred bands. 

The fiery pasi^ons of Sabacoi^ all alive and 
anxious, watched with stern gaze the insect's flight. 
Tortured to know the results ct its portent to Ra- 
meses, impatiently did he bear the suspense ere the 
augiurs left the shrine; and reluctantly did they 
avow that the oHisequences were important, but 
obscure. The flight of locusts betokened (he enemy 
now hovering on the borders <^ the land ; the hawk^ 
the emblem of the Egyptian kingdom, of which 
Osiris is the great protector and the ddty : the re- 
lease of the locust from his talons clearly indicated 
the danger hang^g over Egypt^ in showing they 
would in battle survive her attack ; by its fall on 
Barneses, as well as its mystic indications and radiant 
^gns^^ displayed on its wings, it was clear that the 
h(^)es and preservation of his country were bound 
up in him ; fin* he was Osiris' choice. The locust 
twice fixing on him, {Nxxdaimed the same portent 
would mark again spme great and striking moment 
in his future &te, but do>ubt and obscurity hung 
ovar his destinies. Yet as the locust took wing, and 
swiftly followed after his native band, the glpry of 
Barneses was clearly manifested, whatever w^ere the 
ultimate results to Mizraim's threatened land. 

While this unwelcome visitation and augury was 
delivering, who can describe the deep and violent 
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emotions which shook the frame of Sabacoo ? Envy 
at the god's distinguished choice^ hatred and con- 
tempt diat him he looked down upon as the pliant 
pnjnl of the priesthood'^s tutelage should thus be 
marked for glory and {Nre-eminence eyen in the rank 
he chose, filled him with rage. ^ Why in him invert 
the order of supremacy and rule ?** he rapidly and 
vdiemendy exdaimed. * Was he not first bom ? — 
The heir of grandeur and of power! — Should future 
time, which saw his name eclipsed in that of Ra- 
meses, suppose that he became a recreant, and was 
unworthy of his native rank? — Was his firame less 
hardy, — ^his soul less firm and bold, — his arm less 
powerful?— It could not be the Grod ! — Ah ! what 
if the crafty priests, to exalt their favourite and 
minion, palm these common signs upon us, and 
decave the world !^ These and a thousand other 
tumultuous thoughts rushed through his tortured 
fiery mind, and made a deep indelible impression. 
The conviction that Rameses was, either by design 
or heavenly dioice, a rival in the warlike career he 
had planned for himself, stung him to the very 
quick ; but fancying a snare and foe in every being, 
he instantly resolved to bury his suspicions, and at- 
tentively to watch the proceedings of the priests, 
whom he deemed his settled foes. Toward his bro- 
ther, whatever were their parts in the portents, he 
imbibed the seeds of a deep and determined hatred. 
During the few minutes of these vivid sensations, 
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Barneses, with acountenance in which beamed ardour 
aad sublime confidence, spoke of himself solely as 
of a desdned instrument in the hands of the supreme 
Odris, to work his country's good. He, without 
presumption or self-cwfidence, resigned himself, his 
life and powers, to follow whatsoever path might 
open to his ener^es ; then to his brother he turned 
with the tenderest soUdtude, expressing his full trust 
that his first essays in arms would be made under 
Jiis protection. 

^ Bather let me sue for yours, great favourite of 
the powers on high,^ Sabacon replied with a bitter 
smile ; but mastering his emotions, he returned his 
brother's embrace, and, with affected calmness, en- 
tered into the prospects of the Country, and the 
lovely se^es they had before their eye^. The Nile's 
bounteous stream swelled to the rising hillocks ; its 
ban^s were crowned by noble town?, flourishing 
cities, and majesdc temples, shining in their co- 
lumned porticos, now distinguished amid the waters 
ra{udly retmi;^ within their b^nks. As they floated 
along, above the distant horizon peeped up the 
mighty portico and ponderous columns of the sa- 
cred temple of Hermopolis^^ crown^ with striking 
miyesty of sculpture. This, and other sacred buiM- 
ii^^s, as they caught the eye, in their lofty bs^t 
and masttve proportions, unfolding thar diaracter 
of eternal duration connected with thdbr striking 
appearance, ccmimunii^ted a digp^ and tone of 
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thought suited to the supreme deities. But the 
brothers derived, through the medium of their re- 
flecdons, very different results from these sublime 
objects. To Rameses they infused a bright ex- 
pandve confidence of soul, ready and prepared to 
sustain any trial, and to make any sacrifice the gods 
could place upon him ; and brought into deep me- 
ditation by the late circumstance, he was more fully 
determined to unite himself wholly to the high 
duties of the full initiation. To Sabacon the con- 
templation of these edifices was inward agony, in- 
terested, as he now considered th^m, to advance a 
brother^s renown, and to obscUre and overshadow 
his own prospects. Occupied with these respective 
trams of thought, the brothers passed the remiuning 
hours of the day, until the shadows of night closed 
around them, in anticipations of the termination of 
thdr journey; for th^ course, which was unvaried 
by any further incident, now brought them nearer 
to the imperial Thebes, annouticing itself by the in- 
creased numb^ of barges and vessels on the stream, 
the prolonged soi^ of joy, and sounds of increased 
numbers on the shores. The brothers had retired 
to thdr repose; but long ere day opened the portals 
of the east, each reclining on his seat with his at- 
tendant slave, the faithful Athor standing by thrir 
side, the augurs clothed, encircling the Ammdnian 
shrine, awaited eagerly the approach of the bright 
god o£ day* Through the dim ^ayness of the sky 
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was heard the hum of multitudes^ as in deep and 
solemn silence the oars scarce moving, the vessels 
floated on; when, in one moment, mtb an ^ect 
electric, bright, dazzling, and pouring a flood of 
light around, almost instantaneously the glorious 
sun fixed its orb upon the full horizon! It seemed 
the approach of a god; and every heart paid its ho- 
mage to his beams. On either ride of the stream, 
spreading beyond the reach of right^', lay mighty 
Thebes, circling round the full scope of all the eye 
could range; here towered superb temples and pa^ 
laces, with obelisks rearing their lofty points towards 
the sun, in whose honour they were formed : the 
air waved with banners and streamers of the most 
gorgeous descriptions: the kingly palace, high above 
all adjacent piles, shone forth resplendent with the 
burnished metals, gold and bronze : already could 
be seen its portals wide expanded, crowded with 
passing trains of courtiers. The waters of the Nile 
equally swarmed with barges, boats, and numberless 
multitudes: all earth appeared awake, alive, ex- 
pressing only joy ! and thus they entered the mighty 
Thebes. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Thebes described. — The brothers Sabacon and Rameses are 
taken to court. — ^The obelisks^ statues^ and magnificent 
peristyles of Luxor described. — ^The pomp of the king 
Amenophis; his gracious reception of the sons of Sosu, 
and promotion of Sabacon to a command. — They are sum- 
moned to a midnight banquet in the halls of Kamak. — 
Sabacon attached to Bocchoris^ Rameses to Myris ; their 
respectiye characters.— -Communications of Myris respect- 
ing the alarms and disquietude of the king^ who is plunged 
in pleasures. — His intended erection of an obelisk. — Their 
communing on the proposed initiation of Rameses. — The 
grand ayenue firom Luxor to Kamak of twdve hundred 
sphinxes.— The stupendous hall of one hundred and thirty- 
four columns ; its sculptures and riches described. — Meet- 
ing of Rameses and Phritiphanes. — ^The appearance of 
Sapdia^ queen of £gypt> and of Nitocris> daughter of the 
higb-pciest. 

Hail^ majestic ^^ Thebes ! whose wonders spread 
over the wide expanse of the plain, extending from 
the Nile to the Arabian ch^dn on the east, and to 
the sands of Libya on the west, containing the po- 
pulation of a kingdom within its vast circuit; and 
enriching the world with a magnificence of archi- 
tecture and display of wonders, each apparently the 
work of an age. In every quarter of the metropolis 
shine the splendors of the monarch's power and 
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greatness; and around its immense extent spread 
the embattled walls and gateways of her great cir- 
cumference. Here where the Nile flowing from the 
south-east to the north-west, by a sudden turn re- 
traces agun its line of mighty waters, and taking a 
drcuitous sweep, majestically divides the splendid 
capital ; lingering in its serpendne course, as if en- 
amoured of its rich magnificence, and spreading from 
side to ade, from the eastern Arabian mountains to 
the western Libyan chidn, the tutelary river bathes 
the. paved quays ai^d noble palaces of this royal 
city, filling the entire valley of great Egypt. Its 
whole circumference encircled numerous edifices of 
grandeur, in its various quarters of Kedim^, Kar- 
nak, Lux<nr, on the east; and Habfi, the Memno- 
nium, and Goumou, on the west : in each quarter 
was a splendid palace^ adorned with sculptured rich- 
n€$(s, surrounded by the nobles' stately piles, and 
innumerable citizens^ abodes, of four and five stories, 
planned in streets ; stretching in each division in thdr 
radii to an imposing square, containing a sculptured 
obelisk or colossal deity; thus covering, with her my- 
riads, the drcumference of twelve leagues, Thebes 
spread her power and greatness far around; while 
the Nile supplied the various wants of such a mul- 
titude, and bore also a population of numberless 
thousands on its waters. Amid the wide and far 
distant ken of her lengthened streets and squares, 
the eye perceived the lofty towers and high pillared 
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pcHtioos of the gods, as the architectural beauties of 
this splendid city dearly unfolded themsdves to 
view ; the gilded symbols crowning the palaces and 
temples shone countless in the sun, while the gate« 
ways of the great edifices of the Memnonium, the 
grand approach of Luxor and E[amak, of ancient 
Groumou, and princely Habft seated on a hi^ 
towering mound, were marked by lines of groves 
and trees; the Arabian hills spread in soil range 
their summits ; but the Libyan western chain were 
Inoken, craggy, and st^n, and their ascending 
heights bore a funereal aspect, marked with lines 
of sepulchres and grandly symboled caves. What 
could be more touching than a valley swarming with 
life, the great metropoUs of this andent land shining 
with riches infinite and splendors unmatched, the 
noise of thdr crowded streets floating far and wide 
upcm the glowing firmament; while overhanging 
this stately show stood the eternal mountfun, [Herced 
and marked on every side with superb ranges of the 
tombs— -the last abode of man — ^&r more permanent 
and important than the residence of the crowded 
halls beneath, which are the successive patrimony of 
his short-lived fleeting race. Upon the Arabian 
banks, as if to wdcome from the east the rising of the 
glorious sun, appear the royal palaces, distinguished 
by the solar obelisks devated to his praise; here 
Eamak and Luxor greet him in these splendid co- 
luinns : wfaSe on the western baidcs, assodated irith 
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bis setting splendors, solemn as the scene, immutable 
as nature, are seated the grand and impressive colossi 
of the plain, the Memnonium forms, as guairdians of 
these awful sepulchres, and alike partaking of their 
sacred and associated character. This quarter is 
among the chief wonders of the capital ; the fane of 
Memnon, in its porticos and courts, equalling the 
labyrinth in size and splendor ; while adjoining its 
blazing roofs, as if to contrast the greatness of the 
divinities of Mizraim with the proper humSity of 
man, appears the ancient royal palace of Gournou, 
with its pillared avenues, marked throughout its ex- 
tent by a simple and austere severity even to plain- 
ness, yet still imposing and majestic. 

Such was the metropolis which for the first time 
opened to the admiring eyes of the youths thus called 
to its walls. Hitherto secluded in their faither*s pa- 
lace under their respective tutors^ and pursuing 
the exercises and studies which were a necessary 
qualification for their future stations, they had never 
left its paternal roof, except a sojourn often claimed 
by the impatient Bocchoris, which had formed a 
strong bond betwixt himself mid Sabacon, two truly 
kindred fiery sjnrits. Not the sons of Soas only 
now visited Thebes, but to her myriads were added 
the numerous visitors from all the differ^it parts of 
Egypt, attracted by curiosity, as weU as by the 
necessary duties to her sovereign. 

The approach of the sons of Sosis was soon an- 
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nounced, and various galleys rowed off to meet them, 
and conduct them to the right bank of the Nile, 
where the residence of their parent stood ; it was 
with difficulty their vessels penetrated the assembled 
groups of boats, prepared against the approaching 
exhibition on its waters, combining with feastings, 
also a great display of midnight pageants to be given 
on the Nile. Approaching the bank, they entered 
their palace, and were most kindly and tenderly re- 
ceived by the aged Sosis. The grandeur of form 
and bold courage of Sabacon excited all the parentis 
pride; while the manifest elevation of sendment, 
and sublime cast of character of Rameses drew forth 
his paternal praises. As the young men retired to 
prepare for their introduction to their sovereign, 
Sosis was closeted with Athor, who detailed the 
augury of the locust, and gently touched upon the 
deep impression made thereby on Sabacon. Sosis 
predisposed from the claims of primogeniture and 
long wrought habits of thought to respect Sabacon 
as his eldest bom, and the heir of his house aiid his 
grandeur, dedded to efface the germ of jealousy by 
the presentation whidi awaited hitn to his soverdgn; 
and thus the youths were directed to prepare to enter 
his presence immediately. 

The monarch rerided with his favourite officers 
and court in the spacious halls of his palace of 
Luxor, on the right bank of the Nile : add this vast 
building shone forth in its full splendor. It was 
nearly mid-day ere Sabacon and his brother pro- 
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ceeded thither. They were richly dothed in fine 
white byssus >^ garments, fringed with the emblems 
of their rank ; their heads, close shaven according to 
andent Egyptian usage, were endrcled with a band 
<^ gold; their belts were studded with precious 
stones, which also endrding their arms, sparkled 
amid the pure simplidty of their robes ; they each 
wore a sword, short, wide, and double edged, the 
scabbard and hilt richly embossed with gems. As 
they proceeded toward the palace, the eyes dTall 
the spectators were closely riveted on the brothers, 
who both of majesdc deportment, and in the flower 
of youth, displayed those graces of character pecu- 
liar to its attractive season. Sabacon, commanding 
in form, majestic in carriage, his eyes flashing with 
animation as they were thrown around on the mul- 
titudes, and on die extraordinary objects of the 
route to the palace, gained mostly the suflrages of 
the spectators; while Rameses, self-collected and 
benignant, moved onward as holding converse with 
even higher objects than the splendors around him. 
The palace, which they now approadied, was one 
of the edifices <^ Egypt, whereon was displayed all 
that science and opulence could bestow, and was 
a favourite reddence of the monarch. Around the 
gigantic gateway were arranged the royal guards, 
and ushers wailing to announce the guests. Sods, 
by his dutyy was already at the palace, as were 
most of the nobles. Findy contrasted with the 
sounds of mirth and joy around the environs. 
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was the deep respectful silence of the attendant 
crowds filling the royal palace. Adjoining the vast 
gateway, and on each «de of its entrance, two 
obelisks towered to the skies, wrought with hiero- 
glyphics. In the quarries these enormous Uocks 
had, by an unfortunate accident, been formed of 
unequal heights; a fault for which the wretched 
sculptor forfeited his life : yet in other kmgdoms^ 
in Babylon or Persia, they had been prized beyond 
all valuation. Their shafts, of fifty ctibits height^ 
fortned of ohf single stone, stand elevated upon 
bases, one of which, being rather higher, is made thus 
to rectify the irregularity of the defidient obelisk ^^ 
which to the eye is thereby rendered of precisely 
similar height. These magnificent trophies to the 
solar god are in front of four statues, which are 
sculptured in the finest Syenite granite; one statue 
on each ^de of two grand portals. These (oitms of 
Horus*^ twenty one cubits high, are seated on thehr 
tnystic cubes ; and the surface of the granite polished 
to the highest lustre. Each statue wears the high 
mitred cap as emblem of the sun : its fine byssus 
garment beautifully sculptured and radiated on the 
shining granite, and their colossal size, as if guarding 
the beauteous obelisks, impress the mind with awe. 
Entering this gateway^ the brothers saw a mag- 
mficent court, with ' galleries spacious and ample 
raough to contain the inferior attendants of the 
Egyptian nobles ; whence anodier gateway, simi* 

VOL. I. E 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



50 RAM£8£S. 

larly adorned, opened to a peristyle of noUe dimen- 
sions. Here, arranged in rows whidi nearly filled 
its space, stood governors, strategists, royal r^- 
strarsy and all the dignified ofiic^s of trast,awmt- 
ing the moment of their summons to the king. 

So^s being in personal attendance in the interior 
of the palace from his elevated rank, the young 
men advanced through this spleildid throng, re- 
cognising several of thdr peculiar assodates and 
friends, and receiving, the congratulations of all. 
Bocciioris, the attached and steady friend of Saba- 
con, by a^ gentle pressure of^-hishattt]^ welcomed 
him as he passed ; and among the crowd Ramesed 
had the delight to recognise Myris, the son of die 
Thebarchcm, and a youth of the highest pomise ; 
goodness and mildness shone conspicuous in a face 
and form of light and exquisite f»roportion, while 
his ease and grace distinguished him among the 
throng of courtiers. 

The pillars of this vast peristyle w^:^ sculptured 
stidils of the lotos, adorned with capitals of its open^ 
ing buds, their architrave and entaUature dis^ 
pUiyed the most elaborate hieroglyphical delinea- 
tions: from hence a p(»rtico or hall, supported by 
immense cdossal columns, led to a second peristyle 
of astonishing size, ninety cubits in length and 
axty^-four in width, supported by a double range 
of fifly-two columns; and in front of its vast space 
ranged an august portico** x)f thirty-two columns 
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ranked in four rows, — tlic whole cot^ if cri/ filling the 
eye with its surpasnng grandeur and magnificence. 
Thdr ceilings Aaae resplendent in azures and bright 
gold; the massy ]:ullars^ numerous as a forest^ 
glowing with their sculptured symbols. Tliis se^ 
cond peristyle was. filled with the highest officers and 
gmupd% the chosai chiefs of Egypt, among whom 
pre^ckd the noble, i^^ Soab; while in another 
grand and ^yated portico beyond were ranged 
the Sacred i»ieBts, hi different rowS) thq veneraUe 
Phritipbanes presiding aoKteig them as a superior 
bdng« Clouds of incense steamed from various 
altars to the bJazing roofs; and from the spreiding 
terraces surrounding tfiis great court came ^fteoed 
to the ear the sweetest melddies of harps. and n« 
strums^ ^uridied with vocal sounds, as if replying 
from the gods in favourable accents to the vows 
thus offered up, . , 

The fond delighted parent wdcomed here his 
blooming sons, pres^ting them ba^Iy to the part- 
ners of his tCHls.and deeds in arms i and the bpld^ahd 
ardent bearing of the eldest piincipally attracted the 
military veterans' attention. As :£>r 'Raroeses, he 
hastened onward to the sacred bapd^ and chiefly to 
Phritiphdnes, wheve arrayed in rich sacerdotal vest- 
ments he performed the duties U^ the gods4 . Be* 
yond this august assembli^;^ and these ^urts <^ 
royal grandeur, were apartments exceeding in rich- 
ness and costly decoration even all diat preceded 
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them, which were exclusively occupied by the king 
Amenophis, still closed by doors of bronze elabo- 
rately chased* They were now guarded by twelve 
Ethiopian guards, whose ears, and arms, and ankles 
of jet black were sparkling with jewels. Four of 
them held in their left hands a large and bur- 
nished gong, with arms prepared to strike upon a 
given signal; the remaining eight held massive 
&tav€S tipped with gold. Soon the rolling sounds 
of the deep gong spread over the whole assemblage 
of die courts and halls; upon which well-known 
«gnal the bronzed gates were instantly throwii 
wide, and at the sound the valves which closed the 
inner chambers turning back on their hinges, dis^ 
closed Egypt^s sovereign seated on his throne, with 
attendant priests encircling, and surrounded by his 
slaves. He was in a chamber most exquisitely 
finished ^, of red granite, polished so highly that 
the shining brightness of the roof and the jeweled 
slaves were reflected from its surface as from a 
mirror. The ceiling shone with dazzling azures ; 
and a deep cornice ran around it, formed of the 
sacred asp, the uboeus, each crowned with a golden 
disk. On each side upon the walls was depicted a 
victorious conqueror, the grandfather of Ameno- 
phis, associated with the vulture form of Rhea^i 
tutelary goddess of Mizraim^s land. 

Such were the splendors of the royal throne, 
which now displayed its pomp before the brothers' 
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eyes, whom fate and destiny had called forth to be 
its trust and great support. Amenophis^ with all 
his indolence and faults, had a majestic port and 
kingly carriage: he therefore, in his supreme state, 
appeared deserving of the united homage of his 
assembled nobles. As soon as his form was seen, 
marked by the sparkling brightness of the gemmed 
diadem that encircled hb brow, the priests began a 
hymn of priuse, and incense from the altars rolled 
around. The pillars of all the various courts, 
constructed with much excellence of architectural 
skill*^, diminished gradually in height, from the 
front pylon to the most distant building ; so that 
this vast range lay open symmetrically to the eye, 
until it ended in the elaborately rich apartment 
which was occupied by the throne of the monarch, 
who, as from a commanding point, now looked down 
at one view throughout the whole extent, and received 
the homage of all his assembled subjects. In suc- 
cession they passed before him, receiving those liiarks 
pf notice soardently sought for in all courts, but above 
all in eastern kingdcxns. The priesthood chiefly en- 
circled the king. Soon Sosis beckoned to his sons» 
who, approaching the steps rising on golden lions, 
were honoured by the peculiar notice of Ameno- 
phis^ and wer^ admitted to kiss his sacred hand ^ ; 
a favour usually granted only to the priests, and 
now conceded to the youths in honour to their 
highly valued parent. Chiefly Sabacon was no- 
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lided^ for hig bdd (bnn, dilating to the eye with in- 
ttard hope and Joy^ gaye promise of valour and 
taknta highly important to the destinies of Egypt. 
Aft the gay throng w&te passbg onward from the 
presence, the iusheh^ richly dressed, announced 
(he royal. will for the attendailte of £gypfs nobles, 
at the iqpfmxidi of nigh t, within the Royal Hall of 
Kamak, where the monarch devoted the hours of 
darkness to. the: kii^y banquet and irg<u(dngs. Ere 
the great assemblage had dispersed, all liavh^ re* 
e^ed their summons and kii^y notice, the thun* 
dering gongs prodaamed the audience hour passed, 
tlie doors dbsed upon the. crowd, while trumpets, 
tambours, and the cymbals^ sounds re-echoed far 
and wide from the terraces around these lofty courts 
as the noble visitors dispersed. 

The brothers, excited by the magnificent sc^e, 
and each pondering its diaracter according to their 
inward tjoae of feeling, would gladly have disen- 
gaged themselves fknn the congratulating throng, 
to arrange in solitude th^ thoughts. Sabaccm, 
elated in th6 favoui'able ' notice and approval of 
Amenophis and his father's fnends, saw fortune 
erowning his wii^hes, and already had forgotten (or 
only recalled to mind to excite a feeling of con^ 
tempt) the possibility of rivalry from Rameses in- 
teifering with the gay dreuns of his eiager ambition. 
These sensations were wound up to the highest 
fntch, when in the grand peristyle, environed by 
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the brave of Egypf 8 land, a rojral usho* approadied, 
.and presented him with an order from Amenophis 
to the command of a numerous division of horse^ in 
which new digmty he was to approach the presence 
.at the evening feast. Aldiough intoxicated with 
joy, his native dignity .of soul did not betray him 
to the ^ad cro#d around, to whom he wore his 
honours as a trust to be deserved and merited by 
future services. \But while ithu&speoioudy he ruled 
his actions, withiai his^ mind gbtFed with fi^r€e de- 
light: thus toiuie toveced b^rond his brodier in 
'th$t very olitset yi^A ttan^rt to his gdled feelings, 
while h€ r^soived no act of Rameses should equalise 
him with >the daring valour of his own achieve- 
ments,, if onoe called. into the field. TIms re- 
flecdng,.: he i resolved to apply l^imself to win' the 
.suffisiges of :air the warriors of -renown by dodle 
compliance, and otte^itbtir constant and aesiduotts. 
fiocchoris, 4hri% and bbld, anoUie of high {nro- 
mise, but turindent and tr^idierous, attached him- 
self .entiordy to his train^ and left the palace with him. 
* Barneses, deeply engrossed by the few short 
hints which Fhritiphanes had affiirded him in the 
instaht as he passed onward to the presence, sought 
in vain a moment's pause to attract his notice. 
While he watched the sacred band of priests, a 
Ullet dipped into his hand acquainted him that Fbri- 
tiphanes, in the ^gantic Hall t>f Kamak, would 
6nd a means of commuriicating tidings of great 
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import Resdving immedi^ely to retire to his palace, 
the news of Sabacon's elevatton, circling through 
the halls, delighted hu gbd mind. Much grieving 
at the manifest alienation of his brother nnce the 
augury, he had forborne to notice it, ho{Hng eadi 
day would wear it from his thoughts : for himself, no 
views or hopes of grandeur caused a moment's care, 
or, in a heart so warm to all the ties, of kindred, 
could be deemed equal to a brother's love. The 
gran^ur he most coveted was the favour of the 
gods: the rank he most prized were the ^fts oi 
knowledge and of science: hence the bright pro- 
spects of Sabacon were highly welcome to him, and 
he trusted they might stifle in its bud iheir first 
and only alienati(Hi. Seeking his brother, it was 
with evident disappointment he found that he had 
left the palace with Bocchoris; but the fiuthful 
Athor waited with his attendants, and Myris soon 
joining them, they agreed to pass the tkne until the 
evening feast together in the palace of Sosas. 

When the friends were alone, they reciprocally 
communicated all their inmost thoughts. Rameses, 
with eyes filled with emotion and the soft tenderness 
of youth, conjured the gods to strengthen him with 
fortitude to do their will alone. ^ Oh^ that the 
glory of his country might be gained without the 
sad and luckening forfeiture of a brother's love! 
Still, Myris, let your confidence be mine, and, above 
all^ your heart If you see ambition sway me, or the 
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evil passions which our nature clings to gain a foot- 
ing, cease not to hold up the faithful mirror of 
virtue to my eyes, to call back my erring stepsi and 
save me from myself/ 

Myris, charmed by the animated accents of trust 
in the gods, speaking through the tender age and 
blooming youth of his loved associate, became wholly 
devoted to his person, and pledged his eager asse- 
veradons never to disunite his heart from the most 
intimate regard, — to make one cause, one fortune. 
Long they communed together, and Myris said, his 
father, who, as the Archon, governed the vast city, 
had latterly been much disturbed at various strangers 
visiting and leaving Thebes mysteriously. Although 
every vigilance had been exerted, and several of 
them had been stopped and searched, no clue could 
yet be gained : true he had preserved gome papers, 
fragments apparently unimportant; but yesterday 
he had a summons and a conference with Phriti- 
phanes, who also had notices of these persons, and 
with whom he had deposited the hieroglyphic re- 
cords. Whether diey had developed to the sagacity 
of the priests secrets which escaped his notice, Myris 
said his father was ignorant ; but Fhritiphanes had 
been secluded from the public pomp until this morn- 
ing, and wore an increased gloom. 

^ The monarch,' Myris proceeded to impart, 'was 
wholly engrossed by feastings. The queen, bent 
on some great project, lent her weight to encourage 
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his propenaty to pleasure. She now looked forward 
in a few months to show the heir to the Egyptian 
sceptre openly to the people, and to-night, within the 
gigantic hall, an entertmninent was preparing, to 
surpass in splendor any feast rememhered. Some 
quickly approaching day was set apart for the 
exercises of the hippodrome, when chariot and horse 
mces were to amuse the public mind; but espe- 
dusdly a day was dedicated to a holy solemmty and 
procession, whereon a mighty obelisk, recently con- 
veyed with incredible pains from the quarries of 
.Syene, and which report blazoned as surpassing any 
known in Egypt for grandeur, was to be erected 
in the inmost court of the Karnak palace. The 
immense stranger now floats on the Nile,' Myris ex^ 
Maimed, ^ ready for the wonderfbl process of erection, 
an honour of the solar orb, the great O^ris; the 
evening to conclude- with ni^dy feastings and re- 
joicings with fire-Worki^, oh flie sacred river Nilfe. 
What direful event may succeed we know not; btit 
rq)ort says, Egypt's worst foes are gathered on her 
frontier swarming from the north, and there hanj^ng 
as Q tempest lowering over us. Thus we must rejoice 
in fear and trembling; and the public voice, even 
^hile it shoutsap^lause, oflen blames and disapproves 
these profuse feastings in the very teeth of danger. 
Report whisper^ indeed arbund,< that even palace 
walls 4mnnot shut out uneasy dioughts and ni^tly 
ti^rors ; that great Amenophis often experiences a 
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vl^tioii of more than mortal import — a warning that 
awakens him to horror and dismay. This must be a 
8ec»!et deeply guarded in jrour breast, as my father 
knows it only through his intimate access and con- 
fidetitial office: hence the queen, unable to contnd 
OF bani^ from the royal mind its gloomy presages, 
toW'^seeks by splendid pageants, and the voice of 
plea^ure^ ta^fiace these painful nightly scenes ; and 
hence this n^bt, unwonted among Egypfs spec, 
tades, she and her bright circle grace the mag- 
nificent :fea^ ; i)ut while to the eye all shines ia 
riches and in unequalled lustre, care and fear, the 
constant ibest^^men, will lurk within, and prove how 
hollow is the world^s possession, when that spark 
divine, whieb &ar outwdghs a thousand worlds in 
value, res|)onds not in firm unison/ 

Toodied by his noble sentiments, Bameses now 
confided to his friend the augury so connected witih 
his fate, his deqp devtHion to die fate of Mizraim, 
and luis resolve to Innd himself by all the trying 
bonds and prdeal of the strict full initiation. Myris 
waa deejay affected at the perils and dangers which 
environed this awful trial, wherein so many had 
perished, that of late yeai^ none had dared to make 
the dangerous trial ; but grasping his extended hand, 
he exhorted him to fi^How the true and sacred path 
he had flo favourably entered upon. Communicatii^ 
thus theiiative breathings of di^rsouls, knit in friend-* 
^p's bond, exalted by their true estimate of earthly 
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good^ these youthful associates of bright and early 
promise offered the pleasing spectacle unto the gods 
of hearts refined from evil passions and of hopes 
sublime ; and well it was that thus early friendship 
formed a strong attachment, a reciprocity of feeling, 
which hereafter helped to cheer them in the pelting 
storm of adversity's dark hour ; but as yet all smiled 
around, and every spot breathed joy and peace. The 
evening soon drew on, when Sabacon leaving his 
apartments, and exulting in his opening prospects, re- 
jdned his brother. Much Bocchoris had dwelt upon 
intelligence of courtly character, the preference of the 
priests, and future rivalry of Rameses ; but the de- 
cinve step taken by Amenophis, in advancing Sa- 
bacon so immediately, relieved them both of every 
fear : his brow erect and open, shining in the habili-* 
mentsof hisnew order, Sabacon prepared to quit the 
palace; while Rameses, clothed in the finest robes / 
of byssus with an embroidered tunic, his wrists. en- 
circled by the bracelets of the nobles, accompanied his 
brother. The night was clear and serene ; the moon 
with shining crescent floated in the ebon sky ; the 
shores of the sacred Nile blazed with ten thousand 
torches emulating day ; the principal avenue^ ex- 
tending from the entrance of Luxor, the scene of 
the morning display, and reaching from its gateway 
to the grand entrance of Karnak, is bordered by a 
numerous range of sphinxes on each side, six hun- 
dred in nuQiber. Nothing in imagination can be 
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conceived more striking than this continuous row 
of the sacred symbol of the great Ammon, dis- 
played in its junction of the lion with the ram^d 
head, each symbolic figure reposing upon a grand 
pedestal. The road between their forms is paved 
and flagged throughout the whole extent, and its 
borders planted with trees and interspersed with 
ficus Indicus, sjrcamores, and other verdant shades. 
The mighty palace of Eamak, the proud boast of 
Egypt's monarchs, possesses around its walls eight 
chief approaches, each lined by avenues of sphinx 
emblems; the lion, ram, and virgin, wearing the 
serene and tranquil aspect of repose, and decorating 
all their various branching routes, thus marked with 
princely splendor ; but the principal one, reaching td 
Luxor, becomes incomparably the grandest, from 
these nx hundred statues ; which at this auspicious 
season formed the route prescribed for thcf approach 
to this night^s festive scene. Passing thus froni 
Luxor to Kiimak, through thdr long range in 
front of the palace, a suite of four towering gate^ 
ways present themselves, between two of which ir 
a great rectangular^ basin, flanked with granite. 
The fourth gateway, of imposing dimensions, con- 
structed all of polished granite, is covered withiil 
and without with splendid pictorial sculptures, in^ 
finitely rich and admirable ; their hieroglyphic cha^ 
racters cut with a boldness^ in such lasting memo- 
rials, as to defy the attacks of time. Within this 
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palace^ and on its walls, are displayed the know- 
ledge, wisdom, and power of this ancieqi land. At 
present pleasure here held her court; and mag- 
nificence reigned in every part, each space between 
the sphinxes being occu|Hed by Ethiopian slaves, 
robed with ample tunics and armies of gold, 
each holding a blazing tcnrch* l^he avenue was 
crowded by the cars and coursers, decked with 
goi^^us trappings, passing countless to the palace. 
Each gateway was marked out with lights, and 
floating to the mr shining in symbolized designs, 
appeared the stat^y standards and banners; and 
minstrels^ hands sent forth melodious soimds, filling 
the midnight air with harmony. Beyond this vast 
enclosure the palace blazed with radiant beams, 
illuminating all the sky around with brightness; 
and the whole city, in their quiuters, divisions, and 
companies, through the bounty of their sover^gn, 
partook the g^ieral joy. But who can piunt the 
grandeur which burst upon the sight of Sabpcpn 
and Barneses, wlien, passing this gateway tjbroug)) 
the range of guards, they enteml the vast hall ^' which 
now enclosed the whole of Egypt^s.court! One hun- 
dred and thirty-four columns of twenty cubits car- 
eumference, and fi% cubits Insight (^ size starUii^ 
to the imaguiation), supported tbfi ceiling of thisi i9Pist 
wonderful building. Theses piUior^ sculptured with 
mystip triangles, bear in air the masf^e 4urchit^aye 
and rich entablature, around which shine the mitred 
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hawk^ the crux ansata, sacred asps, and disks en^ 
closed within their hieroglyphic frames ; the dieckered 
triangle crosring and recrossdng each, wrought with 
gold, purple, scarlet, and every splendid odour. IW 
vast roof, towering aloft, appeared as a celestial sky 
spangled with glittering stars ; and around the gi«^ 
gantic columns are seen the sacred forms of Egypt's 
gods. The hall, enormousin its inze, was refulgent with 
goldaa lamps, pendent from each ccJumn, fed with 
naptha^, pure from the Babylonian pits; blazing, 
they shot their rays around, illuminating- every part 
withradiance bright as day. How gtandly shone these 
enormous pillars spreading in thirteen rows along the 
hall, exceeding one hundred cubits in length, and two 
hundred cubits in breadth,«nd hiding by theirmighty 
bulk the puny forms of man's fe^jie race^ as thus amid 
thar spaces stobd, ranged in numerous rows, the. 
throng of Egypt's nobles, adorned with gems and 
gold. The court adjoining presented two superb 
colosu, sculptured in the 6nest granite; near which 
the spaces were now prepared for the obelisks ready 
on the Nile, to be erected as numuments to the sun, 
fiiir Apollotoin trophies,-^estined to proclaim to 
future 9geA the superim* magnificence of Ameno^ 
phis's reign. Within this court was displayed thr 
goigeous botiquety the taUes flowing with nedrntei 
juices, the jHrodnee of palms imd the xytbm^ EgyptV 
general beven^ with the vine's inspiriting and 
sparkKng liquors. Here crowds of slaves awaited 
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to obey the guests* commands. The ponderous 
gateway from the hall of pillars, twenty cubits in 
width and sixty in height, towered in majestic ele- 
vation, through whose portals the crowding company 
appeared as pigmies, while again a peristyle beyond 
opened to grandeur glittering as the scene around, 
wherein Egypt's monarch sat in state, and, amid the 
music's flow, the zest of eager pleasure and enjoy- 
ment, and the crowded court's low homage, now for- 
got the cares and anxious solicitudes which strewed 
his throne with rankling thorns. A large jasper^ 
table, bright as glass, before him, was covered with 
golden vessels : a vase of ample dimensions, richly 
chased, displayed in its figured workmanship a lofty 
tower, surrounded by warlike cars and coursers, 
and quadrupeds unknown in Mizraim ; a second' 
embossed vase was mounted with the sacred hawk, 
crowned with the solar disk, and hovering over its 
brink with wide-extended wings ; also bright goblets,' 
all of the most precious metals, and of the rarest and 
most delicate devices, — the lotos leaves and buds, and 
masques unique, and one ponderous goblet foi: its 
supporters had the human form,' worked with such 
art as if animated with life and breath. Around the 
immense pillared hall were gdden censers set with 
pearls, and breathing fragrant odours. Here all the 
elevated counsellors of Amenophis's throne received 
a boon of golden collars set in pearls and edged in 
sparkling radii, marking the sacred symbol of wis- 
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dooi, as Egypt^s sages ssLy, ^ Knowledge comes from 
above, as drops of heavenly dew/ 

While the feast and song, with shouts of joj and 
fJeasure, harmony and dandng, filled the halls^ 
Sabacon and Rameses^ surrounded by their friends^ 
viewed this brilliant spectacle with different eyes. 
Sabacon, attentive, interesting, and watchful of the 
least movement of his sovereign'^s eye, seemed intent 
only on the pleasures of the scene : brilliant in dress^ 
buoyant in spirits, wherever youthful ardor could 
give a zest to the overflowing cup of bright en- 
joyment, there he shone conspicuous ; and Sons felt 
the father s pfide in beholding the grace of his move- 
ments* While, thus Sabacon became plunged in 
the court^s delights, Ramescs felt his arm gently 
pulled by an usher, who beckoning, led him to the 
superb cabinet of granite on the left hand, which 
divides the gigantic hall from the peristyle where 
Amenophis feasted. The riches of these elaborate 
apartments, formed of polished granite, transcend 
all language^: doors of bronze, wrought with 
hieroglyphic symbols, surmounted by the agatho- 
daemon,^ or the winged globe and entwining ser- 
pents, the orb of burnished gold projecting boldly 
from the cornice which adorns the sculptured hall. 
The bronze portals gently opening, Rameses beheld 
his patron Phritiphanes, and knelt to receive his 
saered bles^g. This given, ^ Arise,' the priest be- 
gim, ^ let us not waste the predous instants in vain 
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mmls or forms. Romeses ! Egypt's dearest hope I 
if yet she may be sabred, so says the will declared of 
dread Osiris, kam that even now the doud so long 
ready to burst on Egypt has begun its threatened 
storm: eren now despatehes from the Sirbonic'^ 
nome dedare the war begun, — that war which ends 
bud: in the utter annihilation or ruin of one or boUi 
of the oiq[XMients, Your father, warm for Sabacon, 
has brought him to our coundls, and Ameni^his's 
partial eye will grace him with command : how or 
whei^ the danger first may roll, where or with what 
means the gods provide for you the meimsof our de- 
liverance, I CMmot as yet see ; but be thmi faithful 
and true ; rely upcm th»r promise ; do no evil that 
good may come, and trust the skies. As far as duty, 
piqramount duty to your country will dlow, avoid 
your brother's path, nor irritate his proud and jealous 
pasaons to revenge : depend upon my watchful eye 
and care, — to^norrow, p^haps, may call you into 
action. Let us part Even now your brother seeks 
you, and explores the halls in jealous dread.^ Lowly 
Rameses assured him of his counseFs being deeply 
treasured, duly honoured; and softly but firmfy 
whiqiered his resolve to rec^ve the holy rites of 
inflation, and on thejnorrow^s dawn, bef<Mre the 
assembled court, declare his fixed determination. 
Some aiooura^ng hope to bear him up through 
their appalling perils, he would gladly have been 
cheered with in lefdy, but the loud dangor of the 
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hetalds proclaimed the kin^y feast begun, and 
Rameses, with a mind strongly wrought upon by 
various calls of high emprise^ mixed among the 
thvoag. 

But if the tidings heard awakened deep sensa* 
tions,— if the perils hanging over the unknown dan- 
gers of the initiation rested on his mind, — ^his fadier^s 
lore and Sabaoon's estrangement all vanished from 
his thought, as, returning to the gorgeous scene, be 
beheld the spectacle awaiting him. In firont of the 
high platf<Nrm which Amenophis had occupied, witb 
ail his train, a raised space appeared, marked off by 
golden trellises, within which, arisiiig by two steps, 
were the fair attendants of the queen of Egjrpt's 
court : seated on a throne of ivory, curiously carved, 
adorned with jewels, sat Saptba, wearing a diadatn 
of precious stones: — aixnind her shone a beauteous 
train. One female, dressed in the extreme of ex^ 
quisite simpHrity, with grace and softness and fea- 
tures wherein bright intellect and i^arkling intelli- 
gence were luminously pourtrayed, was whiq)ering 
something pleasing to her willing ear. A dress of 
soft and gossamer fiufeness, of the purest white, fell 
in ample folds around hev tall and graceful form, 
its border o£ purple and gold ; a odlar of pearls. 
Intermixed with the stellar rays and crosslets in 
brightest azure, circled her throat; her armlets and 
zone of pearls: the whole contour and expresrive 
deportment spoke feminine delicacy and dignity, 
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Rameses, on his return, found that the court and 
Sabacon had nearly all concluded their homage to 
their queen, and he hesitated whether to advance — 
or retire among the nobles in the outer hall; 
abashed, confused, and assailed by a thousand 
thoughts of delight and joy, but wholly lost in sur- 
prise. Fhritiphanes, who had watched narrowly his 
movements — ^from his high station near the queen, 
now beckoned his near approach, and graciously pre- 
saited him by name, as well to her as to bis darling 
Nitocris, the bright object of his admiration* If she 
was thus the object of his gaze, not less did his 
blooming, modest, manly features prepossess her 
mind. His countenance proclaimed the noble dic- 
tates of his soul, and breathed the hue of elevated 
character. More could not pass, as, lowly bowing, 
they were parted by the courtier throng; but deep 
emotion, suffusing each, had not passed unobserved; 
nor least by Sabacon, who, towering in exulting 
hopes, elated by his sovereign's partial favour shown 
through the feast, had just returned to witness this 
unlooked-for scene. 

The night consumed in pleasures, Amenophis 
became wearied and overpowered, and, satiate 
with enjoyment, gave the signal for retreat The 
crowds dispersed, and the courts of Eamak^ closed 
their wide portals on the scene, which had resem«- 
bled a brilliant palace of enchantment 
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BOOK IV. 



ARGUMENT. 



Rameses is despatched to Memphis^ to bear trcm the temple 
of Phthah the regal sacerdotal habiliments^ in which the 
long will solemnize the erection of the obelisk. — He enters 
the palace of his fathers at midnight — The stillness of 
the dij, which is soon disturbed by a revolt of the Pallic 
inhabitants^ encouraged by the political state of Egypt 
and the absence of their rulers at Thebes. — ^The bravery 
and wisdom of Rameses equally successful in putting down 
the rebellion. — ^The leaders^ taken by surprise through 
his tmexpected appearance^ are defeated. — He returns in 
triumph to Thebes. 

Rambses had retired to his father's palace, his 
mind agitated by the various events of the day, 
and was about resigning himself to rest, when the 
deep repose of its halls was interrupted by a mes- 
senger from the court, announdng to him the will 
of Amenophis, directing him to repsdr to Memphis 
with all speed, and to bear from thence, with every 
honoured observance, the sacerdotal habiliments and 
jewels, the peculiar insignia of the monarch when- 
lever assuming his sacred character in the priest- 
hood; which rank he had decided on associating 
with the intended erection of the obelisk, the 
jirightest trophy of his reign. 
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The national importance attached to the gems and 
garb consecrated to, and preserved in the temple 
of, Vulcan ^ at Memphis, rendered the selection of 
Rameses for this office a mark of peculiar favour, 
and indeed was so intended by the monarch, as ex- 
hibiting a proof of his estimation of their parent 
Sosis, in the present instance, as well as in the {nro- 
motionof Sabacon to a high command in the morn- 
ing interview. 

Rameses was soon ready to etubark, accompanied 
by the fmthful Athor ; and as the solemnity of the 
obelisk was near at hand, the swiftest royal barge 
fully manned was selected to bear them to Mem- 
Jphis. The sun was above the horizon ere they parted 
from the quays of Thebes; and so rapid was their 
progress, aided by the stream of the Nile, that they 
glided along the waters as a bird skims its surface, 
and on the second night drew near the vicinity of 
the dty. The usual crowded parties of boats and 
barges were not on the river, the festivities of 
Thebes having called all the superior population to 
her walls. Rameses therefore, in the darkness of the 
night, unnoticed and unannounced, anchcnred dose 
to the stone steps leading to his father's palace^ 
which he entered^with Athor and his train. The 
city lay still and silent as a cemetery befcnre thenv 
buried in a death-like repose ; and after de^tch*- 
ing a trusty slave to the magnificent teti^ple of 
Vulcan, which formed part of the great square of 
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Memphis, to annouoee his intended ap|»oacb, lU^ 
meses was about to ksue forth into the streets, when 
the sudden and unusual gkre of torches, die deep 
tones of numerous clarions and warlike instrmncnCSi 
with shouts and wild dissonance of uproar, astonished 
aod confounded both Barneses and Atbor* Ascend- 
ing the hdghts of the palace, from its ccnnmandii^ 
eleyaticHi, ta notice the cause of such unexpected 
tumults, only added to their amazement as they 
gazed upon the immensely spreading conflagrations 
and heard the alarms arising from every quarter, 
while the cause and origin of the sudden disturbance 
was unknown* 

As they consulted in hurried accents toward 
what qujtiler to bend th^ steps, a loud knocking 
at the gdte claimed thcnr attention. Cautiously 
opening a cksed grating in an aperture, they found 
it was th^ slave despatdied to the temple, whom 
th^ instantly admitted, and brought to the pre* 
sence of his lord. He informed them that Mem- 
phis was in arms, and menaced with the most dread- 
ful misfortunes; that in \nt way to the temple be 
had met some flying dtizens, who communicated the 
inteUigtoce that the numerous Fallic strangers, re- 
sident amid the population of the city, animated 
by the news of their Inrethren^s armies and prepara* 
tkms on the fronders, had arranged a rimultaneous 
risbg throughout Egypt, in which they eicpected 
inataat support from thdr kindred fauids. E^atc^d 
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at the pioqpect of a revolutkxi in Mizraim, they 
had recently been inflamed by rumours of its having 
been decided, in private councils in Thebes,^ to 
proceed to their exterminatioQ or expulsion. They 
therefore hastened to avail themselves of the favour- 
able moment presented by the absence of the duef 
governor and prendent, with the captains, at the 
festivities at Thebes; and so great were thenr 
forces, comUned with the advantage of the scir^ 
prise, that not a hope remained of effectutd rettst- 
anoe* Indeed, the alarmed and panic-stricken dti- 
zens knew not where to fly, or around whom to 
rally in a combat for their homes, dieir families, 
and their lives. 

To consider and to decide was the work only of 
a moment. The whole of the househdki of Sosis, 
reinforced by the mariners and court attendants 
from the barge, were instantly assembkd, and the 
palace gates strongly barred: its marble halls tower- 
ing over the external inclosure, opened and Iml- 
liimtly illuminated, shone forth in statdy magni- 
tude, a beacon of safety. Rameses, commanding 
the warlike instruments to sound, and the standard 
of his house to be unfuried as a signal for the city, 
instantly by the river despatched trusty slaves to 
the commander of the royal garrison of Padma 
Mandir, acquainting him with the revolt, and 
ur^g the advance of all the force that he could 
spare by water to the palace o£ Sosii^ whence they 
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would act as arcumstances might direct. To the 
royal palace and to the temple of Vulcan he also 
despatched slaves, urging a determined renstance, 
and assuring them of speedy relief. 

These measures adopted^ and the tumults still in- 
creamng on every nde, while bands of flying Mem- 
fdiians aecumulated around the palace for protection, 
drawn thither by its grand and splendid appear- 
ance, Rameses resolved to arrange his strength in 
difi&rent bands and advance into the city, having 
provided for the security of the palace as a place of 
retreat. Throwing open the gates, the noble youth 
j^esented himself to the crowds, and was welcomed 
by acclamations of joy. His appearance among 
them at the critical moment when this splendid city 
hung on the very verge of destruction, and himself 
was bdieved to be at Thebes, was esteemed scarce 
less than a prodigy wrought by the great Phthah 
for the preservadon of his fane. By the orders of 
Rameses they quickly formed four bands; the 
foremost headed by himself, the second by Athor, 
while trusty Manphians led the other two par- 
ties. In this moment of fate Rameses, ufdifting 
his eyes to the dark heaves, now lurid by the 
rinng flames, conjured the gods to crown his arm 
with victory, or to ^ve him death. The glowing, 
ardent fludi of count^iance, the animated features 
of his youthful form, as he grasped his gleaming fal- 
chion, inspired all around him with the fuUest con- 
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fidenoe. Rapidly advancing into the heaxt of the 
city^ their numbers increased at every step with the 
flying citizens, and the party led by Ramies soon 
came in sight of a large and confused c(H2Course of 
the enemy, spreading in disorderly crowds, antici- 
pating an easy triumph. Rameses charging them 
with intrepid valour^ they were^ after a desperate re- 
^tance, hewn in pieces or put to flight, most of 
them falling by the sword in the suddenness of 
their reverse ; but the rapid advance of a deep 
dense phalanx brou^t the contest to a more 
equal description, as hitherto the columns. of the 
Egyptians had little more to do thim to slay the 
dispersed and disorderly plunderers. The combat 
proved most fierce andbloody« The numbers on the 
side of Rameses were greatly inferior ; but this was 
compensated for by the shelter of darkness^ wUeh 
prev^ited their real striength b^ng disoovered, bA 
also by the surprise of their adversaries, who, being 
aWare of the absence of all the leading" Egyptian 
fXHilmanders, were on th^r part confused and pa* 
ndjfsed by sudi an unexpected ocScunrence as the 
appearance of the son of Sosis leading an armed 
f(^t^. Although they had chiefly calculated upon 
taking the dty unawares^ yet gathering Courage 
froAi despair, they niade k desperate ohitfge upon 
the front <^ thedettehment headed by HiuHes^; 
while the youthful hero, dealing death with every 
blow, so animated his followera that they beat bach 
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thdr opponents, utteting loud shouts of Amenophis 
and Egypt. The sounds also of warlike instru- 
ments resounded from the palace and the temple, 
both edifices of great external strength, from whence 
a fierce resistance was kept up. The flames flew 
from street to street, and fragments of falling 
buildings choked up the passages. At this mo- 
ment a pcmderous stone struck Rameses on the 
temple, add felled him to the ground; and their as- 
sailants, advantaging themselves of the confunon, 
broke the ranks of his troops, aiid, pouring onwiutl 
like a torrent, the Palli had nearly completed their 
ruin, wh^i, recovering from the stunning efiects of 
his hurt, B^uneses, calling aloud upon his fainting 
fi^Ilowers, threw himself amid the thickest of the 
foe, and succeeded in beating them back. At this 
moment, Adior, on his nde encountering ramilar 
difficulties, had also fought his way to the great 
squats, which extensive area, capadous enough to 
eontmn a numerous army, was crowded by the re« 
tiring enemies, who, alarmed at their losses, and un- 
tortain with what fcnrces they had to contend, had 
retreated upon the great square to rally their troops 
and renew their means of continuing their dreadful 
and devastating attack. On all sides the city bote 
the ruinous evidence of th^ havock: fire and flatnes 
ttcended Aomev^ quarter; blaeing sparkles rudied 
upwards to the sky; when Rameses, aware howmuch 
he was indebted (<x his success to the surprise of die 
moment and the covert of darkness, judged it most 
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funident to suspend any further attack upon the 
square. Flying therefore from post to post, he so 
actively improved the precious moments, that when 
day slowly dawned he had strongly blockaded all 
the leading avenues, and secured his troops within 
shelter for the present. Aware that he had sue* 
ceeded with a force comparatively insignificant, it 
was with delight he now heard the sounds, which 
filling the dbtant air, in the direction of his palace, 
announced the arrival of the important reinforce- 
ment of the royal troops from Padma Mandir. 
Sensible that the fate of Egypt was dependent on 
the decision of this most unexpected contest at 
Memphis, Rameses would not listen to any en- 
treaties of his faithful followers to retire for a few 
hours' repose. Even while they thus solidted him, 
the clangour of arms and shouts of multitudes 
announced a fierce assault made upon the Temple 
of Vulcan at this eventful crisis. With a visage 
of the brightest animation, he exclaimed, ' Can 
any Egyptian think of repose while the goda are 
threatened ? Conquer, conquer their enemies, and 
sweet be your reward ! or sweeter that repose in the 
grave which is crowned with their favour!* En- 
circled by the citizens of Memphis, the rendue 
of his slaves, and the reinforcement from Padma 
Mandir, their admiration and glory, this youtib 
of tender years, but mighty soul, despising fatigue 
and death, seizing an axe, began to beat down the 
barriers, interposing as a fence toward the square, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BAMESES. 77 

which sunk with a tremendous crash, and thehr 
united numbers poured into the extended space* 
The space which thus contained the conflicting ene-* 
mies was adorned on each side by the most mag- 
nificent structures of Memphis : from this immense 
area the various quarta-s and divisions spread in 
regular architectural line, adorned by statues of the 
gods and stately temples. One quarter yet re* 
mained wholly in the possession of the Palli, beside 
theoocupationofthe great square. Within its space, 
on one side q)read the palace^ with its porticoes and 
magnificent courts ; on another side the Temple of 
Vulcan dii^layed its colossal grandeur and imposing 
iiont. Here stood a statue of the god, above sixty 
culnts in height, ranked among the wonders of 
Egypt, and the work of Sesostris^. It was here 
that the idarmed and discomfited enemies had re* 
treated from the check and charge of Rameses ; and 
when day revived their courage by a review of their 
numbers, and they found the avenues into the city 
barricadoed, after a short consultation they had re- 
solved to attempt the reduction of the palace and 
temple before they proceeded to revenge themselves 
upon the city. Desperately advandng with ladders, 
torches, catapults, and all the horrid engines of war, 
hurling flames and burning rafters into the air, 
they had begun the attempt ; when, as a storm, 
they recdived the attack of the Egyptians. Death 
followed each blow, and neither party gained or 
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receded an inch. Blood flowed in torrents, and the 
vast square was heaped with dead. Then Rameses, 
steeped in gore, his arm uplifted, gave a signal 
whereon, as agreed, his men for a moment^s space 
knelt on one knee through the wide extended line, 
and a flight of well directed javelins, ready and 
winged by rage, which the close contact of the 
chosen detachment in the rear made more sure^ 
caused a dreadful slaughter in the van of the enemy ; 
Rameses and his followers instantly making a charge, 
the Palli on every side began to waver. At this 
moment a javelin tore the shoulder of Rameses, 
having transpierced the folds of his thick byssus 
cuirass, while the flowing blood stained all his 
vest. Without shrinking from pain, the sanguine 
current running down his side, he undauntedly 
drew it forth ; and, seeing a futhful Memphian be^ 
fore him sinking under the arm of a Pallic leader, 
who was preparing to plunge his sword in his bosom, 
Rameses at a spring sent the spear with such an 
impetus as transfixed him to the earth ere the up- 
Kfted sword could descend to smite his prostrate 
foe. This heroic action, witnessed by all his fol- 
lowers, so animated them, that, sending up a dread- 
ful shout, they threw themselves on the enemy ; while 
the palace and temple gates were instantaneously 
tlirown open, and their defenders jdned in this bold 
movement, which, after great slaughter, wholly dis* 
persed the Palli and rescued the city. The contest 
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lasted with hcHrrid energy for a few moments; but re- 
sistance being vain, the survivors retreated into the 
Messene quarter. Here, deprived of leaders, and 
dreading the revenge of the Memphians, they sued 
for pardon ; and their deputies being conducted to 
Rameses, oould not forbear testifying their ardent 
admiration of his valour. Bameses, willing to spare 
the fusion of blood, having demanded their arms, 
ordered them on pain of death to confine them- 
sdves to their quarter, while upon every avenue of 
its streets he planted guards. Effective measures 
also were instantly adopted to stop the pogrese 
of the conflagration ; and, encircled by the brave 
citizens, his father'^s slaves, and his brave troops, 
Rameses proceeded to the sacred fane of Vulcan, 
where he presented his vows, and was welcomed 
by llie immense multitudes, terming him their 
delivers, and their good genius. Presenting to them 
Atbor, he commanded their faithful allegiance to 
his orders until the king directed their further pro- 
ceedings. Expresses were forwarded throughout 
the kingdom of the insurrection, and the ringleaders^ 
mgnal punishment; which duties done, and the 
habiliments and jewels borne on board his galley, 
Rameses took leave of Adi(»r with grateful emotion, 
and without any delay embarked on board the 
royal gidley loaded with die blessings of the rescued 
citizens, who crowded the i^ores to see him depart. 
Ten of the principal leaders were carried on board to 
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be conveyed to Thebes; and Rameses, aware of tbe 
immense importance of putting down all disposition 
to similar revolts in the land, consented for his 
barge being decorated, and displaying the banners 
of victory. Illuminated, therefore, with the greatest 
splendour, the galley rowed swiftly up the Nile ; 
apd Rameses, now first released from the all-ab- 
sorbing control of such a powerful call, consented 
to retire and consult his own safety. His wound 
dressed, his Umbs bathed and purified from blood, 
he sunk into that re^t so necessary, to recruit his 
worn and exhausted frame. The contrast between 
the magnificence of the decorated vessel and the 
profound stillness and silence reispectfully preserved 
on board, while the youthful hero lay in death-like 
repose, was most striking; and the oars scarcely 
sounded as they impelled the proud vessel swiftly 
on her course, hoping by their exertions to reach 
Thebes ere the news could throw its vast popula- 
tion into dismay. But while they thus tasted the 
exultation of the propitious news they conveyed, — - 
of a formidable revolt broken out and subdued, and 
of a capital saved, in the short revolving space of a 
few hours, — mighty Thebes and the court of Ame- 
nophis were a prey to the deepest disquietudes. 
Despatches in quick succession had thrown the mon- 
arch and his nobles into the greatest consternation* 
A revolt so critically timed, and in the metrc^lis 
of Lower Egypt, connected with the threatening 
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armies on the northern borders, endangered the 
whole kingdom. Accounts in rapid succession 
hourly arriving from the commander of Padma 
Mandir, spread the intelligence of Memphis in 
flames and sacked. The knowledge that no com- 
mander of dignity was on the spot added to the 
perils; and the whole court, who had felt interest in 
the noUe carriage, modest demeanour, and bloom- 
ing person of Rameses, became alarmed for his immi- 
nent danger ; especially when succeeding despatches 
blazoned his judicious and magnanimous conduct, 
followed by the report spread of his death, con- 
veyed npon the instant of his fall and wound by 
the stone ; and for some hours, not only his father 
and intimate friends, but all Thebes, were in 
mourning : it was therefore with an intoxication of 
joy that the city learned the whole tidings of his 
extraordinary valour and success, and that he might 
be hourly expected in the metropolis, having com- 
pletely put down the revolt, and bearing the ring- 
leaders in chcuns. These despatches, written by 
the commander of the Mount and fortress of 
Padma Mandir, enlarged upon the arrangements 
and achievements of Rameses in unbounded praise, 
ascribing the whole success to his valour and judg- 
ment; adding that the Merophians addressed their 
vows to the gods for his safety and prosperity as 
their deliverer. 

While Thebes thus awaited his approach, the 
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TedBcl was hou^ hailed by ranfoccemcaits of troopB 
and officers of tnist repabiiig to Mempbisy and or« 
dered thither upon the first notice of the revolt. 
Night closed aroond them^ and was already far 
spent, when Rameses awoke, re-invigorated and 
strengthened. His pallid countenance, and the mark 
on his brow and shoulder, announced however the 
severe conflict he had undergone ; hot hb calm and 
firm demeanour, his mild and benign aspect, with 
the sparkling intelligenoe of his ^es, evidenced that 
the tumult of excitement was passed^ the Wotk of de- 
fiverance he was called unto performed, add his sOul 
had reentered into that settled state of trust and true 
devotion, which equally hdds on its even virtuous 
course, unmoved by the blandishments (far more 
difficult to endure) as by the frowns of fortutie. 

After a &vourable coarse, and strenuous labour 
of the rovers, amid a night of extreme darkness, 
their attention was arrested by distant coruscations 
and gleams, as of a vast oonflligration, whidi by 
degrees spread all around the horizon, and ex- 
cited their attentive gaze; until, approaching nearer 
Thebes, the city of a hundred gates appeared be- 
girt with a rampart of fire, blazing with lights and 
decked with streamers ; the river shining in dazzling 
lustre to welcome the eagerly expected conqueror^ 
Soon as the illuminated vessel became viuble to 
the crowded banks, shouts from ten thousand vcaces 
announced along the shores, and prolonged even 
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to the royal palace, the arrival of the joatbfol 
Rameses ; and while ascending the stream, as the 
gay vessel rowed along^ the assetnUed erq;Rrds of 
barges fell into her coarse as a grand triumphal 
tnin. Barneses landed with his precfdus charge, the 
saoerdotid habyiments and jewels, ^nd was met. by 
the chief nobles and courtiers ready to escort him to 
the royal presence. Amenophis, in bis joy, baviog 
declared the yoiung warrkir- should instantly ^ 
prbach his presence, a warm but moknentary era*- 
brace from his eiculting father was all that. the time 
allowed ; an embrace enhanced by the warm drejtt 
cf joy which fell on Ms fiSK^e as his father strained 
him to his heart. * Ah ! where is the reward aa 
earth that equals a parent's love ? Sweet flowers of 
Hesperian growth, that still blossom in this terrestrial 
stormy sphere, tfijd yet survive the golden age, ye 
wot yourselves within the fibres of the parent's heart 
and in domestic Miss ;— there alone ye yet preserve 
the odour and celestial sweetness of your blossoms ! * 
Myris, wild with delight, gazing upon his friend, 
knit himself unto him by still stronger vows, and 
felt a grandeur in his destiny by thus identifying 
his fortunes with his friend. H^ followed the chariot 
wherein Rameses, clad in robes of pure white 
byssus, the band of gold around his brow, his arm^ 
kts gemmed, as when he last passed through the 
'Streets, exhibited no diange of character^ but re^ 
ceived the Homage of the crowd with the ^ame placid 
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modesty of youth and gentle dignity. The monarch 
seated on his throne of gold within the stately pe- 
ristyle> the pomp was much increased by having 
also the ivory throne and queen, who at her own 
express request honoured the triumph of Rameses. 
The mighty hall of pillars, vast as is its size, could 
scarcely contain the multitudes, who crowded to 
the reception, gleaming with arms. Already the 
palace, as precautionary fearing the conta^on of 
revolt, was closely guarded, and its courts lined with 
numerous guards. The youthful hero, kneeling to 
his sovereign, reigned the sacred trust of robes 9nd 
precious jewels; when Amenophis, placing a collar 
of splendid pearls around his neck, saluted him as 
deliverer and governor of Memphis, the royal dty. 
Presenting him to Saphta, he loudly declared the 
obligations of the kingdom to his valour. 

While Rameses, blushing with modest grace and 
mild composure, thus received his sovereign's ho- 
nours, soon raising his eyes, he sees the lovely Ni- 
tocris regarding his form with fixed gaze ; and, in- 
stantly recognising their interest in each other, both 
became deeply agitated. Approaching her, Rameses 
acquired courage to testify his interest in her appear- 
ance, and anxiously inquired for Phritiphanes, whom 
he missed at court* He learned that deep alarm, ex- 
cited by the various rumours of his fate, had worked 
upon his age and frame, and caused anxiety too 
strong and overpowering for his veiferable years. 
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At length relieved from state attendance^ while 
yet his father was engaged in council, he returned 
to the palace, eager for one who yet had neither met 
nor welcomed him — ^hb brother Sabacon. Dear as 
was Myris, dearer still the instructor and parent of 
his soul, the venerable Phritiphanes, yet his heart 
now yearned to meet a brother's love, — alas! a 
blessing fast fading from his view* Honours, am- 
bitious aim, vain-glory, — what are such illusive 
phantoms to a brother's heart ! 

But* who can paint the anguish and rancorous 
jealousy which stung the heart of haughty Sabacon, 
as fame rumoured abroad the achievements of his 
despised younger brother ! Unable to control its 
workings when the triumphant shouts proclaimed 
his arrival, Sabacon hastened to bury himself in the 
inmost recesses of their palace, where he surrendered 
his mind to the tumultuous suggestions of his stormy 
passions. The paroxysm passed, he saw the deep 
necessity of masking closely his sensations ; and as 
his absence at such a moment might exdte remark, 
orders were strictly given to conceal his presence 
thus closely adjoining to the scene of joy and tri- 
umph, which still kept him a prey to anguish within 
the palace walls : and it was not long ere Bameses, 
leaving the splendid halls, hastened to his couch. 
Sabacon had so carefully mastered his resolves, and 
schooled his passions brooding over projects of sau- 
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guihary bate, that to the observer nothing could be 
detected wrong, or wanting of the liveliest fraternal 
love and joy. 

While these estraordiqary ev^Dts 4t Meaiphw 
were preparing the dangers and alarming changes 
which called forth and rendered the shining qua- 
lities of Barneses so oonspieuous, scarcely less ad- 
vantageous had been the impressions wrought in 
the monarch and bis counsellors by the bold bearing 
and marked talents 0f Sabacon. It had been r^ 
solved, in the event of a war breaking out^ to l)e$tow 
upon htm an important command, under the Oon*- 
trol and councils of bis father ; thus tempmng the 
valor of youth with the experience of age. Seeing, 
theref(N:e, the bright prisse ready for his grasp, the 
hidden springs of his heart were nearly made mani- 
fest, as well as bis hatred of his brother, by the mir 
expected events of Memphis.^ Ciroumstano^ also 
had transpired during the absence of Rameses^ which 
placed his character in a new and most advantageous 
ligbti from the }u0tre thrown atound him by the 
public ofSoal notice^, made at the altar by Phriti- 
phanes, of his resolve to offrr himself to the terrible 
trial of the full initiation* So carefully were the 
mystic secrets guarded, «o^severe the tests, that of late 
years no Egyptian bad dared to {M*esent himself fqr 
the ordeal. In pnqxnrtion therefore to the public m^ 
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race of nobles, were the acclamations wherewith the 
multitude hailed this public pledge of the merit and 
asfHnngs of Rameses. 

One witness of the proclamation felt and evi- 
d^iced her sense of its danger — this was Nitocris. 
This lovely being, pure and chaste of mind, firm and 
collected of purpose, had long ^ven an attentive ear 
to her father^s food presages of his youthful pupil^s 
excellendes. Scarcely aware of the strengthening par- 
tiality of her heart, being deeply struck by the noble 
diaracter and Ic^y and ingenuous countenance of 
Rameses when they accidentally met in the presence 
chamb^, every succeeding day had given fresh proofs 
of his virtues, as well as evidenced that the inestima- 
ble jewel of a gr^t and noUe mind was also attract- 
ively blended with personal qualities most engaging. 
They were neither of them slow in recognising 
each other's merits ; and fate brought togeth^ two 
hearts fcMrmed for each other, to delight them with a 
semUance of happiness, which she was preparing to 
AaAk from their graqp with cruel precipitancy. But 
the miseries and trials of time evolve the soul's test 
finr the awards of eternity; and these storms of fkte, 
under whidi weaker spirits succumb and sink, are 
only to draw forth and sublime the pure and well 
poised patience of the truly wise and good, — as gold 
loses not in the fiimaee, but comes forth purified, 
ai^ ks bri^tness refihed.^ 
• TbstttOrning saw Rameses busy at Sabacon's couch, 
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with a heart calm and unagitated, even by the pro- 
spect of a day of triumph. Their tender parent joined 
his sons, and wept tears of joy, to see the bright and 
splendi<l path of glory thus worthily begun ; Saba- 
con exalted to a commander's rank; Rameses clothed 
in the gorgeous robes of supreme power as governor ; 
he, their parent, holding the exalted staticm of the 
head of Egypt's armies. Thus as their lengthened 
pomp spread along the streets of Thebes, hailed by 
its joyful throngs, where could a prospect again be 
found of such a profusion of the fickle goddess 
Fortune's favours as in this single family ? But a 
worm was in the bud, not only of their prosperity, 
but of the country and kingdom from whence their 
state was given, hurling it and them from the pin- 
nacle of greatness into an abyss of misfortune. 

Alarmed by the insurrection of Memphis, and the 
acquired knowledge of similar plots throughout the 
kingdom, which had been averted solely by the in- 
stantaneous check given to the Memphian revolt, it 
had been resolved in council, that the governors and 
forces should instantly, after the next day^s so- 
lemnities, and the erection of the obelisk, proceed 
to their respective governments, and exert every 
means to crush the bud of rebellic»), by the ex- 
pulsion of the hosdle re^dent Palli. Sabacon also, 
now invested with a command in the army in the 
Delta, was directed instantly to repair to the camp; 
and the king, to be near Uie scene of action, an- 
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nottnced his resdve of immediatelj returning to 
Memphis with bis court, taking Medinet Habft in 
his way. Such were the morning councils, at which 
the new members, Sabacon and Bameses, attended, 
called hither by their rank. 

The captives brought in chains from Memphis, 
chiefs of the adverse race, were also condemned to 
suffer death, as an example of severity. From a 
deep horror of shedding blood, the voice of Rameses 
would have preserved their forfeit lives; but this 
was held inadmissible in the present posture of af- 
fairs, the safety of Egypt calling for rigorous venge- 
ance. Thus, to the thoughtful mind that watched 
events, every incident betokened bloody estrange- 
ment and inextinguishable hatred between the op- 
posed powers, who, as dark clouds impelled by dif« 
ferent currents of air, thus lowered and threatened 
all around. 

The king commanded the hostile standards 
brought to court to be displayed. The nobles, 
splendidly attired, awaited round his throne the de- 
stined hour, for the arrival of which attendant au- 
gurs watched the creeping moments as they passed. 
The wonderful machines were in readiness to move 
the mighty granite mass ; the priests began their rich 
and lengthened march, bearing all the shrines and 
sacred Ammon'^s image, to consecrate the elevation 
of the towering symbol, which was formed of a single 
shaft of purest granite, and poUshed as the brightest 
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miners: l^raim, amid her matdilefls treasures, 
never yet had seen so large or fiiultless. a shaft. 
Exulting in the eomUned auspicious auguries, the 
recent victqries, and trophies of success, tl^ rgoicing 
race of Egypt, and thdr king^ prepared to raise aloft 
the miyestic symbol^^ of thar solar god. 
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BOOK V. 

AROUMENT. 

The hymn chanted to Osiris as the obelisk is elevated^ 
wfaidi is afterward graven in hieroglyphic s3rmbob on its 
surface.— 'The king's dress as one of the saer^ band.-* 
The great court of Kamak^ in which the king receives 
Rameses^ who enters in triumph as the obelisk is erected. 
— ^The gratitude of Fhares^ the Menphian preserved by 
his valonrw— *After the sacrifices Eameses makes a public 
declaration of his undertaking the profession of the Isiac 
rites; and in pursuance of his vow enters the sanctuary 
upon his probationary preparation. — The rejoicings re- 
commenced of the court, repairing to the palace of Mo- 
dinet Hab(^. — The night is passed in exhibitiQns of splen^ 
dor on the Nile. — ^The accounts from the frontiers put a 
sudden stop to the festivities^ and the court withdraw to 
Habn. — ^Nitoeris is oppressed with grief at the dangers 
awaitiDg Rameaes. 

* Ha|1<» mighty Sun!*« To thee belongs the empire 
of the world ! — Thou, O O^s and Horus, bestow 
it on thy beloved ! May the great AmeqopbiSf be- 
gotten of the valiant and martial king Baiideses, be 
thy chcnee, founder of the universe ! Thou, whom 
the Sun bath elected, may tbou, by thy strragth tad 
fortitude subject all the earth to thy emfmre, jeven 
thou the king ! Immortal son of the Sun V 

Such w«*e the strains which arose from a thousand 
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vdices arranged on the terraces of the vast peristyle 
of Kamak, as the king, clad in the nebris robe*' of 
a magnificent panther's skin, and his head encircled 
by the aspic diadem, appeared from the granite 
apartments. These robes were the royal habiliments 
worn in the grand sacred ceremonies, when the 
monarch appeared in the sacerdotal dress. The skin 
was ample and flowing, of the spotted panther of 
the East: it was lined with the brightest glossy silk 
of pure white. The panther'^s head, richly chased and 
graven in silver, exactly imitative of the animal, 
hung over the right shoulder, and was met by a paw 
of the precious metal which clasped it : the second 
paw, richly chased, fell down to the monarches leg, 
and the long spotted panther's tail hung in its full 
length behind. Around the waist was a belt richly 
ornamented with gems, and bearing as a signet the 
phylactery of Amenophis ; while an aspic beautifidly 
enamelled, the eye formed by a blazing gem, added 
the emblem of eternity to its character. A fillet of 
gold, with the same eternal symbol, termed the aspic 
diadem, encircled the brows of Amenophis. He 
wore the rabid, or necklace,** of the initiati, thus de- 
scribed in the mystic doctrine of tlie priesthood ; its 
precious gems were ranged in three rows, the guttae, 
embleming the drops of heavenly dew; the stellar 
or radiated circle, the symbol of the elements; and 
the azure crosslets, the emblem of immobility, in- 
termixed with roses, and the emerald persea, whose 
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heart-shape is the emblem of Mizraim. Thus in one 
mystic ornament the priesthood declare by symbols 
the qualities of heavenly wisdom ; that its gift is the 
control and knowledge of the elements, and its es- 
sence immutalnlity and eternity ; its delightfulness, 
by the sweet odours of the rose ; and in the persea, 
venerable Mizraim. The bracelets were of similar 
splendor and significancy ; and his feet had sandals 
of thin gold and azure, fastened with metallic rivets. 
Close to the body was a vest of fine purple, outvying 
the hues of nature's fairest hyacinthine flowers. 

Clad in these sacred robes, Amenophis appeared 
in the inmost peristyle, and seated himself on his 
throne on the right, in front of the grand row of 
pillars: the whole space opposite of the left was 
similarly occupied by the queen Saptha and her court, 
clad, in honour of the ceremony, in white, adorned 
with pearls. The staves of office were ivory tipped 
with gold : the queen's seat was the ivory throne ; its 
pure and chastened hues acquired additional softness 
and attraction from the contrast of the splendid dyes 
of all the columns, cornices, and surrounding walls. 
The front of this vast square was filled with the 
priesthood, clad in rich vestments : the centre was 
occupied with the sacred altar, on four steps of pure 
ivory, on which the flame was burning : before it lay 
prostrate the sealed bull,^ covered in a nebris robe ; 
and numerous assistants around, in ornamented 
habiliments, prepared, upon a signal from Phriti- 
phanes, to immediately dissever the limbs, and 
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bear the libatimi of wine to be pkmtiftiUy sprinkled 
over the ivory altar: the high priest stood in 
front) directing the whole. Stationed at the im- 
mensely wide petals, which were thrown open, were 
Ethiopian guards with ivory staves. The outer, 
court formed the great attraction, to the ponderous 
mighty obelisk, borne up by potent machines and 
engines of astonishing mechanic power^ worked by 
a thousand men, skilled in this art, and of the mdsl 
athletic make,^thus they held it in slings ready by 
their oaormous en^nes to have it poised in equili^f 
brium on its socket upon the given signal. The 
immense outer halls and courts contained the whcde 
of Egypt's nobles of different orders, arranged in 
just gradation, wearing thmr splendid marks of rank 
to grace the sight. The spreading terraces and all 
the gateways were opened to the clustering miiki^ 
tudes of Thebes, who covered them countless as 
swarming bees filling the lands of the IJib's sacred 
Btr^ims, crowding to witness the solenm rites. 

When all was thus prepared, the triumphal pro^ 
oeasion of JElameses^ was heard to approach. His 
chariot, taken from the royal staUes, idione with the 
precious metals, drawn by two horses of great beauty 
and spirit, their heads adorned with towering plumes, 
their proud forms covered by flowing robes, the 
traces richly chased, and the bands aroutid their 
bodies magmficently embroidered, and fai^eiiiiig 
with rich knobs of gold ; the ratis passing thifough 
gc^en rings, and atta^^hing to the bits with golden 
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buckles. The chariot wast cast in metal, and richlj 
wrought ; the body displayed in front a ramping lion, 
the proud emblenl of victory^ and was fixed firmly 
on the axle, its solidity strengthened by a band 
across, fastened by golden links to the sides, and 
adorned with the revered lotos flower ; the axle was 
at the back of the car, and as well as the wheels 
richly embossed in bronze ; the body itself,, wherein 
stood the hero, was principally of gold, and metals 
tinged in azures. Four attendants soothed a<id 
conducted the impatient horses. Rameses, ck>thed 
in a full flowing robe, a triumphal aspic crown on 
his forehead, his buckle inscribed with his phy^ 
lactery, with his bow and quiver, was environed by 
guards armed with bows, with the standards and 
military ensigns of renown, and thus triumphantly 
proceeded to the palace. His father, Sosls, to do 
him the highest honour, followed in his train ; also 
Sabacon^ and Myris enraptured with his glory* 
The captives swelled, the procession ; and as they 
entered the royal palace halls, thronged with the ex- 
pectant priests and court, shouts of assemUed midr- 
titudes announced the auspicious iilstant as the deep 
and solemn sounds of tambours declared the high 
hour of noon. The instant that the bright god of day 
attmned the meridian, his pmnt of heavenly height, 
the conqueror, alighted from his car, had takeh his 
stand near Amenophb, who joined Phritiphanes att 
the altar. Immediately the altar, touched by a torch 
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borne by the king, blazed up in bright radiance, ef- 
fulgent and dazzling as the solar beams darting from 
their meridian height on the glad scenes around. 
At this instant the numerous pulleys and chains 
creaked, and majestically slow with the creeping 
pace of moments, almost imperceptible to sight, the 
mighty obelisk uplifted its huge mass, and, with- 
out obstacle or fatal intervention of an accident, 
settled firm and exquisitely even in its destined 
place — thenceforward to the latest hour of time, 
to show the world how far pre-eminent in arts, in 
power of science, and in wisdom^s secrets, shone 
great Egypt's sons. That instant also saw the blow 
struck ^^, which despatched the devoted bull; and 
his streaming blood caught in golden vessels, in- 
stantaneously borne by sacred hands, was poured 
upon the prepared base, beneath the approaching 
mass of the already settling obelisk. The rites 
began most happily, flowed onward with the same ' 
propitious signs. The auguries declared the gods 
looked on with favour on the consecrated symbol: 
the air resounded with music's harmony, and the 
whole assembled court breathed only joy. 

At this moment a movement announced the ar- 
rival of a band of Memphians, to pay their homage 
to the king, and to express their joyful gratitude 
for his goodness, in bestowing on them their de- 
liverer to be their governor. One chief among them 
was loudest in his praises. It was the Memphian, 
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who, fallea beneath the Fallic foe, eiqpeotiiig instant 
death, was rescued by the heroic firmness and 
valour of Barneses. After th^ homage to the kmg, 
he offered to his deliverer his thanks in the eloquent 
language nature confers when her pure impulses are 
followed. He was one of the sacred embalmers 
of Memphis, diief of the Taricheutes^, and repre- 
sented now his company, by his especial request, 
eager to acknowledge his brave deliverer. Phares, 
the grateful Memphian thus pouring forth his 
thanks, possessed the first of blessings, a heart of 
pure and fervent g^titude, and in every future trial 
proved his devotedness to his preserver. 

So tranaent had been the time eUpsed, so brief 
and naodest the account delivered by Rameses, his 
head and form enveloped in a richly flowing robe 
and victorious wreath, that neither hk severe wounds 
ncH* his brave actions were fuUy known : but now 
before the grand assemble^ of the land, — his king 
and rayal consort, priesthood, commanders, go* 
vemors, and nobles,— ^1 was made known, and the 
wis^nn 4ind courage of his plans the more exalted* 
Rameses felt, howev^, that the suffrage of one gentle 
being in the circk was dearer to his heart, — ^if she 
jmned her soft approval to the public voices — far 
dearer than all the glory gained. Softly fluttered in 
his bosom the sensations of hope and expectation, as 
he witnessed her admiring and approving smile; 
but instantly recalling all hia pled^ of initiate vow, 
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exertii^ Iub fomest reaolutioii, he endeavoui^ to 
maintain the wonted ascendency over his heart, and 
to guard agmnst the tenderness so rapidly strength- 
ening within it ; and as he meditated on his settled 
purpose^ — to suppress evory thrilling wish of suing 
for the love of Nitocris, and turnii^ his face from 
the rich intoxicadng cup of pleasure, power, and 
f^orj, offered to his gm^ to utter in this very 
momefnt the awful vow which bound him to undergo 
the dai^rs of the initiatory trials. To Rameses, 
i^hough his heart glowed with the warmest feelings 
itTadiEarationy althoi^h he prized the blessings 
of the soul's intercourse^ and the endearments of 
life in the society of her he loved beyond eva-y 
eii#t))ly bledsdng, and acquiriement of glory or re* 
ndwUj'^'Hso tampered were the springs of firm, high, 
atid heroic purpose^ thiU.a few instants sufficed to 
pass before him all these seducing allur^nents, and 
to see them bow before his fixed and virtuous re- 
solve.: the struggle within could ^t be traced either 
in the diminished sparkle of the eye» the firm com^ 
po$4A demeanoi:^ of the brow and form; but a 
pbleness on his featured spoke its force. 

Kindly noticing the grateful PhlEures, who wa^ 
weleomfid andv^mbra^ed by Barneses^ the deputation 
retired behind die stately portico ; at whidi sdemn 
moment Rameses, advaildng to the akar^ took his 
Itand between the king aiul Phritqcihanes, attract- 
kmg the mstant gaze of all. Every sound ceased 
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tfaroBgfamit tbe haUs^ while he proceeded in Arm 
aod sdemn accents to declare Ins resolve insCafttlj to 
sobmit hhnself to tbe priests conuiiand^ in prepnn^ 
tioD for the awfiil tests of his initiation ; and ere 
the asaemUy could recover from the sensation of ihe 
communication made at tins impresrive instant, 
ingning to two of the priests, Rameses entered the 
shrine which closed the portico^ and within whidi 
he must divest himself of lus triumphal robings. 

The sacted rules of this most scdemn rite re- 
.quire that tbe chosen persons who enter on thb 
trial, alone^ apart firbm all friends and relatives, 
stripped of all external splendour, should present 
themselves standing before the great deity of nature 
their body defenceless and tinarmed, their soul 
streo^hened and aupp<Hted on^ by .timr own na- 
tive fortitude and sacred vows. These preparalcny 
exercises tea^h that NiEtture^ the great mother of all, 
grants her children certain essences md inoorporeAl 
qualities, vfhkh are ber ehoioesC gifts; and these, 
atthou^h lAidi^Ue to sense, are tber innate emana- 
tions <^th^ ddty, eternal and immoctaL^^^uch are 
man's desires for happiness, tbe powers of ima- 
gination and of tlma^ snUime^ and idl those 
infinite wlondrous and mysterioiia links whieh 
breathe of life ta come, — those genua of exdellenee, 
which, botod and. fetlered within their fleshly pri- 
son, will in future scenes expand and manifest them- 
selves, with never-ending growth and Inright frui- 
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tkm! The human forni^ faultless and perfect, its 
mechanism matchless^ as the sacred mysteries de- 
clare^ b only hid and defoimed by the richest 
vesture : thus the daring explorer of the mysteries 
of the goddess Iffls, the br^t ^meed of him who 
rises superior to the £hu*s of darkness, terrors, and 
death, must recdve the golden crown of her award 
amid the dread scenes of her awful secrets ; he ap- 
pears before her, as he entered on this scene of life, 
—naked, unarmed, and unadorned,— *his denuded 
state of bodily appearance denotes his reliance upon 
the goddess Nature, from whom* he derives all his 
blessings^ and in the awful tests (which thus un- 
supported he must endure the utmost severity of, 
during three days ,)^ if he fidls or fakers, he meets 
certain death. Meantime as soon as the solemn vow 
is made, all external robes or clothing are taken off, 
.and the spotted panther'^s skin solely envelopes the 
body, until the very moment of entoring into the 
gloomy abyss. Thus then was Rameses in a few in- 
stants — ^from the rich and glorious conqueror, shin- 
ing in embroidered vestments, all the brilliant of- 
naments withdrawn — dothed as the initial in the 
paiither robe prepared to bid farewell to all his fiiends. 
The contrast afforded by this change added fresh in- 
terest to his character : his form marked the flower 
and beauty of his youth, even more strikingly than 
whea clothed in rich robes: inclining to be slender, 
its. symmetry and just proportion gave grace and d^- 
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nity to his noble cairii^; his forehead fim and* 
oommanding, his bright eyes shaded with somewhat 
<^ a soft and mdtingeharacter (at thas bidding per- 
haps an eveiiasting farewell to those he loved best 
on earth), threw around him an interest which 
rendered his dignity and courage peculiarly im- 
pressive; evidenced also as the latter quality became 
from his late wounds, which appeared visible from 
the openings of his initiatory robe. The whole 
court, forgetting the respectful silence observed 
hitherto in the royal presence, melted into tender 
synapathy on thus contemplating the youthful hero 
whom they might no more behold, and felt the 
contrast of the change. He alone collected, and 
not daring to trust himself longer in a scene so 
trying, waving a farewell with tender sympathy to 
his father, brother, friends, signed to Phritiphanes, 
who taking his right hand, and the king Jiis left,, 
followed by aU the priests, they, with RameseS) in^ 
silence ent^ed the sacred portals, which imme^ 
diately closing upon him, Rameses and the train 
disappeared ftom public view. 

Such was the time marked by these great ei^nts : 
Egjrpf s priesthood, and her holy rites, long time 
neglected by her luxurious sons, acquired lustre 
from the elevated soul which thus in native dignity 
stood forward to brave the severity of the tests, to 
obtun the pmilege of admission into the sacred band. 
What these trials were, no one dared to speak of; and 
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tbeir deep obeourity added to their sJEUictity. Tbait 
tbeycoDosted of perils imniineiit, of dangers great, 
of «i&rii^ corporeal and mental in evary drcum- 
stonce most severe, all the eridences, historic and 
traditionary, dedlare, and also the disappearance 
of many, who entering the gloomy portals as ini- 
tiati, never returned to the light of day, peri^ng 
in the trial, how or where ever unknown. 

Wrapt up in myalery, so ^eady dangerous 
appeared the issue, that in this moment of the 
public situatbn of Egypt,. menaced by tUe PaUi, it 
had been tadtly admitted of by.Amenopbis incoun- 
dil, to postpone, by a r^al mandate, the intention 
of Rameses, HSs late important . services at Mem^ 
{diis evindng his great talents, if the threatening 
war txxk place, in the present crisis of public 
events, it was deemed too greitt an injury to Egypt 
to risk the loss of a wan»»r of such opening pro- 
mise. But these and other i^ans came all too late; 
the firm purpose of JUmeses, acted upon at so 
striking an instant, left no power of interfarenoe or 
of remonstrance, without a aeeming neglig^ce to, 
nay, a manifest defrauding of the secret inexorable 
gods presiding over the mysteries. The whole event 
seemed wow&i by fiite into an indissoluUe bopd^ 
whidi left the king and people in admiralaon for 
the -virtuous youthful aspirant, offisiing united vows 
for his protection and support under hb tremendous 
trial. 
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Several days the aspirant rerides in the sanctuiury , 
deriving sacred communications and truths from the 
priesthood: his nights are passed on the templets 
h^ght under the canopy of heaven ; his food, sim- 
ple and scanty, is of rice, pulse, ahd water, that 
his frame, light and sublimed by thought and hea^ 
venly meditation, may be prepared and disciplined 
^mnst the hour, when, on the appointed morning, he 
enters the mystic chasm. What passes within its ter- 
rible and darkling ndes, — the type -of Hades! — ^no 
mortal dare disclose. If life and success attend the 
aspirant, and he fulfils lus vow, the third morning, 
reckoning the first of his entranceinto the diasm, he 
is produced in the grand temple, crowned and en- 
rolled ; if a failure, and death foUows, as toooften 
is die result, his name is never again spoken of or 
repeated ; blotted out alike from iife and memory, 
consigned to deep >oblivion. 

Shortly after this scene, Amem^his, robed as 
king, and divested of his sacerdotal pomp, en- 
vironed by his guards, re-entered the peristyle, and 
assuming the monarch, saw the pensive feeling for 
the absent hero shading still his whole court. Adopt- 
ing therefore an expedient connected with the name 
and adiievements of Rameses, which, in remem- 
brance of his exf^ts, might take off the impression 
of the iate striking scene, the king ordered the 
mtlit^ music to proclaim the ^te, and also to 
bring ^ward the ten rebels, the capdves of valiant 
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Rameses. These, iilready condemned by tiie coun- 
cil, glutted the public eye (strange to say, a ngfat 
it ever crowds to witness) with a public execution ; 
their streaming blood adding thus victorious liba- 
tions, which were sprinkled on the great solar 
trophy, already consecrated by the offering of the 
bull* Numberless sacrifices, feastings, and rejoicing 
followed this scene. The royal banquet, spread 
with prompt order, celerity, and shining with kingly 
pomp, prolonged the ceremonies. These ended, 
the king, his consort, and his numerous tnun of 
courtiers, proceeded in th^ chariots along the 
sphinx avenue to Luxor, this palace being more 
favourably placed for the nightly rejoicings on the 
river. Magnificent as were the horses' trappings, 
the guards, and splendour of the monarch, nothing 
attracted the eager gaze and impassioned feelings of 
the Thebans like the empty chariot of Rameses, 
his buckler, quiver, and bow, fastened against the 
void circle of its front; the fiery horses led by his at- 
tendants, the guards and standards following, glitter- 
ing and bright as when the morning shone on their 
progress: now deprived of their noble owner, they 
formed an affecting contrast to the pageant Myrisin 
his car fdlowed its wheels, his countenance wan and 
pale, but marked by struggling exultation to be the 
declared friend of worth as that of Rameses. Sosis 
leaning on Sabaoon, as if he sought for suppcnrt 
under the privation he saw dosing die bright day 
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of triumph; while even Sabaoon himself could not 
steel his heart against the scene he had witnessed, and 
felt hb temper touched by his brother'*s gentleness 
and noble demeanour: his heart also felt the ex- 
cdlence of his thus withdrawing from his glories to 
encounter unknown perils ; and lurking thought that 
death might in these mysterious trials end all future 
rivalry, called forth that tone of solemn feding 
suited to the events, and drew the public eyes and 
interest on him : his heart, indeed, was also occupied 
by his approadiing duties, as in the mom, ere light 
should streak the east, himself and Boochorb with 
their trains were to join the army in the north. 
The king upon the morrow also repaired to Me* 
dinet HabC^, there to await the solemn issue of his 
warrior^s trial, prior to his return to Memj^is. 

Amid the shining court, thus suddenly and unex<» 
pectedly leaving a capital whose great temples and 
vast spreading palaces transcend the proudest cities 
of the East;— *amid the crowds thus floating upon 
the stream of chance and change ; — one heart deeply 
touched by all the events of the day, riveted in ad« 
miration of the intelleetual excellence and bright* 
ness of the adventurous Rameses, sighed as she 
gazed around, and thought how great were the 
trials which he thus voluntarily dared. How dif- 
ferent, she mournfully reflected, might be his 
criris of suflering from those luxuries which en- 
grossed the court I Oh that she could know 
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the nature of the fierce and terroivshaking tests 
impending over him ! diat she could interpose and 
meliorate thmr sharpness ! Unseen, aknost unknown 
to herself, her first preposses^ons had been fed by 
daily and houriy details of his virtues from her 
father'^s lips. 

Nitocris had long known Sabacon's imp^uous 
mind, and long felt the liveliest interest. in the 
future fortunes of Rameses, ere she knew the 
strong passion he was formed to cause, she heard 
the augury which was swifUy reported to Fhrid- 
phanes with intense delight. Dwelling on his elevated 
sentiments, his highly wrought reserves, his pa* 
triotic views, his daring purpose of enrolling himself 
among the iaitiati, she had pictured some tall, re*- 
served, and stately figure, with eyes (^ fire, a brow 
of stem command, with majesty and grandeur, tliat 
looked down ^n all the softer feelings. While she 
portrayed the warrior of her imagination, and was 
thus touched with interest, she was seized with the 
deepest emc^ons of tenderness, when the fresh Hvely 
aspect of Rameses, yet so mild, benign, and attractive, 
i^peared like a genial spirit to her view, evincing the 
union of great and elevated fedings, with those softer 
qualities which confer Uessings on all within thw 
sphere. 

These sentiments she had sciurcely i«cognised, 
fior knew how strongly and deeply rooted they 
already were become, until at the morning spec* 
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tad6 in the temple ; when RameseS) woundedy^Boooe*- 
^at pallid, aod unarmed, yet calm, dignified, .ami 
fearless, surrendered humelf voluntarily to ^ptain 
dangeTB, and) perhaps, death. Then the veil wb» 
rent from the hidden secrets of her heart's dcAieat 
ties, and she felt that the fiiture was without hope, 
if Rameses sunk under his threataiing destiny. Stte 
darednot look towards hisinteresting, affecting figure, 
as at leiq;th he disappeared within the dosing gates; 
and as tli^ shut, dhe felt a chasax and void, as if 
death had already swallowed up all hiegr hopes* But 
although a strange web of circumstances had thus 
combined to mature and knit together an affection 
and love, which could not feel change or dimiou* 
ticm by aught thtd; time could offer to two hearts 
thus formed to render life mcMst blissful, yet Ni- 
tocris, beneath a frame of delicate texture, and of 
feminine softness, had a soul imbued with qualitiea 
Blost sublime, and sources of high desert; these 
tendered her a fitting object of respeet «nd admtnir 
tkHi, even to the gifted Barneses. In this most 
trying moment, by a great effort, she recovered her 
drooping^ wandering thoughts, and fixing them 
upon the queen and the moving sc^ie assembled 
before her, she gave no sign or evidence of the 
stormy fedings which thus agitated her frame. To 
grace the evening'^s festivities, the queei^ Nitocris, 
and female train accompanied the king ; and from 
the terraces of Luxor saw the novel and transcendent 
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pageant which the Nile presented. The Tast ter- 
races of the peristyle halls, unequalled even in 
great Kamak, accommodated the powerful nobles 
and train of Amenopbis, who, seated on his throne 
placed in an elevated station, looked down upon the 
scene. The enormous gateway ^ now had the stand- 
ards of triumph unfurled, and waving to the air, and 
all its masrive summit crowded with minstrelsy, with 
tambours, gongs, and martial instruments, which re* 
sounded from the elevation as they came thunder- 
ing on the ear. Spread along the Nile appeared a 
fiotiUa, formed as a deep crescent : in front some spa- 
cious platforms floated on rafts, covered with sand 
and filled with preparations for the pageant prepared 
by chemic art, with magic skill to astonisli and 
amaze. Touched with flame, the stars and serpents 
burnt with a brightness inextinguishable even by 
the of^)osing water^s quenching power, as immersed 
beneath the waves the wonderful combustibles still 
blazed on, and rising to the surface sparkled, and 
furiously threw forth their fiery stream until their sub- 
stance was consumed. Upon a signal given, all the 
barks appeared in liquid flames, from the prepared 
naptha, which ignited rushing into the boiling flood, 
and curling" in the waters, rose and sank, tinging it 
with strange radiance ; other fires, impelled into the 
air, streamed there as meteors and rushing stars 
that shed a brightness, shooting upwards and dim- 
ming the heavenly canopy above, as they soared to 
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an immense height; and then tbdr lustre broke 
silently upon the night, illumining the myriads of 
faces of the admiring crowds. 

The extent of the horizon was glowing with fires ; 
no eye could reach their limits, as they spread all 
around the boundary of Thebes. Upon the raft ap- 
peared a pageant, displaying the favourite traditions 
of the bright goddess las. The mystic formed Ins, as 
the Queen of Nig^t, marked out by a pale lambmit 
flame, wearing her lunette crescent, mild and beam- 
ing, rose on the raft : she wandered as in search of 
the lost, lamented, dead Osiris. Soon another pro- 
digy, the red and fiery form of Typhon, arose, and 
persecuted with hb threatenii^ gestures the be- 
moaning queen. His dark and flaming form thrilled 
horror through the crowd. Then the varied hues of 
rising fires, produced by skill, by the Mizraim m»- 
,^dans at th^ monarch's call, displayed their chemic 
art, mimicking gay nature's dyes, presentii^ gra- 
dually as they opened, leaf by leaf, the shinii^ 
golden lotos^*5 with its dght mysterious petals; 
and from its capsule and calyx, with sweetness on 
his brow and his monitory finger pressed cm his lip, 
the godlike in&nt (onn of Horns rose. At this 
most exquisite device of sdience^, exhibited by 
Egypt's practised enchanters in the costly show, the 
thousands of Thebes made her walls ring with loud 
redoubled pkudits. The scene next showed die god- 
dess with the infant deity in htt arms, who fled 
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from threatening Typhon's rage. The mottster 
followed with the various mystic wanderings which 
the learned sculptures of the Egyptian obelisks dis- 
played. Here they were all pcHtrayed with every 
turn of threatening dang^ and wondrous escape, 
until oppressed with weariness, aiMl nearly in the 
monster'^s power, the goddess placed herself, dis- 
consolate, with Horus in her lap, upon the margin 
of the Nile, as if beseeching Nature's aid to save 
dt^n. Showing the l^end of the gcxidess, now 
ihe vast raft, floated apart, 8elf-<livided. The 
part which bore the giant form of Typhon wafted 
swiftly off, and a lengthened space of waters formed 
a belt around the weeping goddess. As if patting 
forth his terriUe powers, now the phaatom^s fiery 
form swelled up immense, bis towering head reach- 
ing to the sky ; when, at this anxious moment, the 
raft, as if iamiersed by nature's arm, began to ^nk, 
and meiged the evil demon god beneath the waters. 
While, upon the float bearing the form of radiant Isis 
(O^ her infimt Horus, what seemed a golden temple 
rose, containing the semblance of a throne of wrought 
and burnished gold: from whence the goddess, in 
full radiance^ saw the destruction! of her deadly foe. 
Hyperion alighted on its summit, hiding a canc^ 
^mer Horus ; while Buto with a fan, Mnevis king of 
serpents^ and.the four tutelary deities of the fixir cor- 
ners c^ the universe, attended to render the goddess 
their homage. Amid this beautiful and mystic dis- 
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play, the irhole flotilla illummed the sacred river by 
thdr vivid lights, which, blazing round, displayed 
the raft and all its striking forms: all then in- 
volved in darkness^ tbe.Theban multitudes beheld 
where, single and alone, majestically towering in 
the air, and in the darkness of the night forming 
a brilliant column of light, an dbelisk of flame 
arose, the type of the splendid granite trophy which 
the morning saw erected in the halls of great 
Kamak. In these and other general demonstra- 
tions of the feast and brilliant exhibitions of the 
grandeur of great Thebes the midnight hours 
pasty until the morning dawn shining forth, the 
bright sian shot up its beams above the horizon; 
then the crowds slowly dispersed, the palace gates 
were closed, and the echoing voices of her thousand 
streets died gradually away as the iq)ectator8 left 
the river'd stately banks hastaiing to their repose;, 
atad the do lately crowded palace sunk into profound 
siTeace. 

Tl» day which dawned on Thebes now saw her 
gates and squares in dull and cheerless gloom : the 
\aikg had retired to Medinet Habfl^'; the com- 
manders ahd governors instantly had embarked 
in their vessel^ aYid with the first light of di^ floated 
down the stream' unto their various posts; chiefly 
Sabacon und Bocchoris, with numerous- commanders 
and a large tndii of officers, repaired with rapid 
haste to join the army. Meantime the king, acpom- 
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panied by Saptha and Nitocris, with Sosis and the 
eminent counsellors of the Egyptian state, crossed 
the Nile to hb paviUon of Medinet Habft. It was a 
kingly abode and residence ; and had the cares and 
pressing anxieties and clouds which hung over Egypt 
threatened less heavily, gladly would Amenophis 
here have fixed his princely seat. Placed on the left 
bank of the Nile» a mound reaches to the very 
Libyan chain of mountmns, from which elevation,, 
the palace commands the whole plain ; its battle^ 
ments crown the walls towards the Nile ; and ap* 
proaching it from royal Thebes appears a gateway, 
of colossal proportions, its cornice and facia sloping 
outward, A small gallery in front has its duties 
adorned with entwining leaves of vines and the ap- 
propriate ornaments of great Bacchus, highly revered 
in Egypt as in India, and the countries of the East. 
An immense gateway, 80 cubits in length, displays 
its front portal sculptured with the winged globe 
and serpents, shining in brightest colours. Stand* 
ing by it is the small and solemn temple, its walls 
marked with the initiatory rites and sacred my- 
steries: also fronting it is a rectangular ba^n, typi^ 
cal of the lake of the mysteries, containing the 
limpid waters — a type of renewed purity, and 
having at each comer the lion-headed statues of 
black basalt These superb buildings all precede 
the magnificent pavilion of the kin^ which, riong 
on two stages, crowns the immense elevation, while 
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twogateways^ sculptured within and without, corre- 
spond with two pyramidal towers; and all alike 
shine in hieroglyphic symbols, boldly etched, and 
strikingly graven on these ponderous walls. The 
blank windows have console frames, supported on 
two human figures pressed down and prostrate as 
captives, while the vacant space or niche above 
them displays warlike trophies of bronze and gold. 
In one compartment is portrayed a brilliant youth- 
ful form, as a winged genius, led by a conducting 
star to glory. The halls adjacent have their ceil- 
ings of the lozenge form, enriched with every dye 
of colour. An enormous gateway leads to a truly 
royal court, surrounded by colonnades, each pillar 
distinguish^ with the statue of Horus the solar 
god. His countenance so austere, yet mild, graven 
upon the caryatide forms, exhibits an impressive and 
monumental character, rendering this court most 
striking and sublime. The dress and vestments of 
the sculptured figures, bearing on their heads the 
ceilings of the lengthened porticos, are singularly 
rich. The architrave is highly elevated^ and shows 
a series of basso relievos most admirable, deeply 
cut in stone, indelible and unhurt by time: above 
which is a noble cornice of the sacred scarabeus. 
Such was the entrance hall. Beyond it, through 
a gateway, a peristyle spread its lengthening pillars 
in dimensions so extensive and spacious, as to ex- 
ceed any dngle feature of the great proportions 

VOL. I. I 
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eiren of Thebes. It had beeo from times remote, 
under die foyal Pharoahs, the great audience court 
of Egypt's sovereigns. Even in tUs land of won- 
ders its vastness and its grandeur must surprise. 
Caryatide columns of stupendous size, with ceilings 
representing the celestial firmament of a de^ blue 
tinge and studded with stars; soffits of the hawk 
with wide extended wings ; the walk covered with 
sculptured pmntings, displajring the initiatcnry pomp, 
munerous offerings to the gods, and victorious 
triumphs adorned with captives, chariots, and at- 
tendants; all ^ine in wondrous sculptures, deeply 
graven on the walls. The lower walls display a 
row of gigantic deities, forming a scene altogether 
splendid and magnificent. Numerous apartments, 
^closed in imperviously and a{qpropriated to the 
monarch's private reridence, conduded the line of 
building* Nothing can exceed the view which from 
these walls presents itself on every side. On the 
east, the mountains of Arabia bound the horiziHi; 
on the north-west^ the Libyan chain of hills, 
wherein are excavated, with incrediUe labour, the 
royal tombs and caverns of the Thebaide ; to the 
east spreads a wide plun, enamelled with the 
brightest verdure, green and refreshing to the eye; 
and the glittering spires and obelisks of Luxor and 
Kamak appear within its range. If the scenery 
without combines such interesting features, all within 
the courts is solemn, striking, and of singular gran- 
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deur, impresidng admiration, fitnn the magmficen^ 
scale on which the whole is planned. 

Within the august walls of this fine fnle, Ame- 
miphis with hb court repoaed : its various beauties 
and its wonders always excited the courtiers^ praise 
and admiration. But at present Nitocris could 
neither taste its sfdendour nor see its charms. 
She, engrossed in heart upon tiie triidt and the 
scenes which therdn might await the hero Bameses, 
heard his voice in every breeze which whispered in 
the v|ut and sGlemn pile. Her imagination dwelt 
upon his form as, pale and wounded, it was last seen 
by her ; and in the future traced a portraiture of 
sad apd omiooMs {H'esagc. 
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BOOK VI. 

ARGUMENT. 

The airfid mtixtp ^ llie trials andtestaawaitiiKg the.a^irani 
for the^ initiate crowii. — The solemn feelings of Kan^eses 
strengthened hy the mysterious doctrine upon die nature 
of the soul^ its emanation ftom elSier^ and fauue Aso^ 
tion intoHie dlfin^ prineiple, as inculcated by Pbrittpl^iea 
and Smendis, the siq^reme priests of Egypt — The cer^ 
mony of the entrance into the central cavern of the myste- 
ries by Rameses— his perils— the nature <ii ihe triiils he 
undergoes— Iheir diutge to ESysian aceoery^-and Ms ap* 
pearance within the sanctuary of the god Ammon of 
Thdbes. 

Whils the pavilion of Habfi was thus the abode 
of solicitude and anxiety, not less so was the iimer 
sanctuary of the temple, which received the fifm 
and virtuous Rameses. Mudi tried by bis mental 
struggles, Nature ever and anon reasserting. ber 
rights, and looking forward with sharp and ardent 
ken at the approaching trial, still his heart bore 
up, and his will held onward with, firm trust, steady 
to his purposed high resolves. His days were 
ardently appropriated to ins thirst fi^ knowledge, 
wherein he could exerdse his thoughtSi Encirpled 
by the sacerdotal band, prindpally by Pbriti- 
phanes, Tarcos, and Smendis, the then chief hiero- 
j^ants, resorting to the temple to witness the event. 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



RAMESES: 117 

he passed the hours of the day in oonrene most 
alluring to his mind, wherein proofs of divine 
truths, and principles of mighty power, infused 
their seeds into his heart, to strengthen and support 
him. The doctrines thus conveyed he mused upon 
throughout the night, and meditated on while on 
the temple terraces, as he gazed upcm the glittering 
host of heaven. At theiY view his soul rose up- 
' ward on the mngs t)f contemj^ion, and he aig^bod 
la break its&tterSf tp consult their ingns, and walk 
Wtmd tfadr spanned gkiries; for there he hoped to 
<ionverse with pure and high intelligeDees without 
jtjbe veil Qf flesh. While dius engaged, and wxapt 
in busy thought, his soul abstracted from the out* 
^ Ward frame of material objects, Phritiphanes, whose 
whole heart yearned with tender care and warm 
solicitude for the youth so pure, so finely minded, 
tempered to virtue and to goodness, sought by 

' philesofrfiy and wisdom's ancient stores to. infuse 
the so much needed mental strength ; and, while 
the fleedng hours rapidly brought on the important 
inslmit, to disperse the anxieties of crowding and 
tumultuous sensations, which, in great trials, will 

^ roll in upon and seek to overwhelm the soul. 

< My son !' he mildly thus began, * reflect upon 
the mental force of thought, which works within 
itself, guiding, absorlnng the whole soul — a world 
unseen, but one of deep and hidden potency, re- 
vealing to the pure and chastened heart truths of 
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{Nrimaeyal origin-^ truths which have their tran- 
script on its taUets graved by a hand divine. Hence 
we fed a thirst for aometlnng more than is re- 
vealed; desires more high and 1(^ than the mind 
can shadow forth, or soul conceive ; but dduds and 
darkness hang upon our view, and dim the mental 
vision. To open then this Secret scene, to funush 
finrth fVtsh motives to adore the gods and trace 
thdr ways, is the high prixt among the precepts 
given to all who enter on the mjrstelries. Thar 
secrets are too suUime for the mortA aoope of 
eommon minds ; the trudls revealed too pure and 
abstract for us to show die ori^n of things to the 
uncultured spirit. That the great Power of all, 
even Nature, the womb whence all essences and 
things material issued, was from all eternity^; that 
this one great mystic being forms, creates all, and 
is herself the source whence all come fbtth; that 
she oombmes within herself the mysterious union 
of the great creative energy with the dormant prin^ 
dple of animadon, perfect in one, yet leading to 
the fiMrmation and sustentatioii of all the various 
forms and bdngs of this habitable gbbe^^-^mf man 
and woman, animal and feathered race, and aU that 
stock the earth, down to the smallest atom, — ^day 
etean of the universe : that the gods who rule ov^ 
ad. Mysterious Eicthon^; Cneph, the Giieat Pre* 
server; Bfighty demiurgic Pthah, Architect TA* 
vbe; the great Osiris, Sun of iht World; bright 
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Ins, Queen of Night ; Horus, dread deity cf 
Hades; with Apis, Mnevis, and Anubits appel- 
latives most sacred to the Egyptian land; — that 
these, each in their essence, melt into each other, 
and all take root and finally resolve themsdves 
into the one grand prototype. These important 
truths the sacred priests derive not less from know- 
ledge orally transmitted, but they also read them 
where they are graven on the immortal {nllars of 
Hermes^, the ttunscripts of our lathers' wisdom in 
the golden age^ ere this worid arose above the flood 
of waters, when they drank from wisdom^s stretun, 
pure and unpolluted, and in science conversed with 
the gods. The sculptured pillars show forth diiB 
most prc^ound knowledge ; and fm them the search 
for God is opaied to the priesthood and the ini- 
tiati. He resides within, above, around ns, and 
breathes in all. The knowledge of himt tlirongh 
the mysteries, forms the great attainment of all 
good; but this dootriiii^, displaying the estimate 
of all our soared rites and mystic deities^ and the 
various meaaiogB of great M israims hieroglyphic 
symbols, cannot be opcfned to the unenlightened 
minds of vulgar men but with reserve. Hence the 
symbol of nature^s regenerative^ powers is visible 
to few, and to these only in the mysteries, who, 
dnnkiiig of the stream of knowleclge as it flows 
throng their secrets, kam its great import. 
To odiers these great truths become corruptions 
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leading to death, and therefore are they fenced 
with tests most terrible, with trials hard to be en- 
dured, with horrors almost above nature ; that he 
who bears them all for virtue's sake may reap his 
full reward, his courage known, his constancy most 
proved, his perseverance and his truth unshaken. 
He will henceforth know the gcxls, will thence* 
forward share the full plenitude of the priesthood's 
privileges without their tie of caste ; distinguished 
among men, will rank among the enlightened of 
the earth, and be the chosen of the nation's rulers 
and their counsellors. Such are the fruits of this 
most important step, when success shall mark the 
initiate with her crown of gold.' 

Seasoning his mind with sacred truths, fortifying 
his courage with the powerful motives thus incul- 
cated, Rameses acquired fresh ardour for the object 
of his eager hope ; and sought, while now the rules 
of initiation admitted him to converse and to 
question the priests, to draw their wisdom forth, 
and to satisfy his yearning thirst for hidden truths; 
in pursuit of which his fleeting hours were spent 
within the sanctuary, chiefly with Phritiphanes, who 
watched his fine and open brow, now clouded, and 
now animate with a tone of high emprise. The 
benign priest, meantime, by gentle monitory ac- 
cents, sought to fortify and sustain his intellectual 
strength ; foe souls, however daring in the scene of 
action, or energetic and intrepid while surrounded 
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by the daily scenes of Hfe, in contact thus with so- 
litude and silence, will fail, and feel affiright ; but 
not so Rameses, although there was a being whose 
thoughts and love he sighed to gain; a father, 
whose deeds and weal he ardently revered ; yet he 
had made his choice, and, with such pize in view, 
would suffer nothing earthly to intrude. 

The very evening ere the rites commenced^ he 
sat upon the loftiest terrace. The distant view dis- 
closed the Vale of Tombs — the tombs of Egypt's 
kings; above them glowed the firmament with 
evening's fading hues; the moon threw a line of 
silvery radiance on the river, and lighted the crags 
and rocks around these awful caves, these sepul- 
chres magnificent. He thought upon the future ; 
and rapt in meditation gazed upon the scene. At 
length he ventured thus to question Smendis, the 
priest of Moeris's Labyrinth, whose office and func- 
tions made him more deeply conversant with ma- 
terial things, and whose zeal led him to pass the 
night in converse with the hero. 

' Say, Smendis, whence flow forth these cankers 
to the universal good, these thick and gloomy 
shadows, which in the mind and acts of man de- 
form his glory, and obscure the world material in 
her storms and whirlwinds? Why is evil thus 
permitted to disturb and invert the order of fair 
Nature^s works, and perplex the heart of man ?' 

^ These are, Rameses,' Smendis replied, ^ thoughts 
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that flow not from yoursdf. They deal in pcmits 
you cannot see, for language will not teadi them. 
Partial evil works forth general good. Evil ! what 
is it as a thing i If willed by the great Power, it 
ceases to be eviL Cruelty is evil : yet the striped 
hyasna, in his cruelty mangling hb prey, becomes 
not evil : he was so cast in Nature'^s scheme. Thos 
all things have their essential character in the grand 
plan of all; but who can see its scope throughout? 
Where Grod has given reason^ he has made man 
free, and he may choose amiss. Wicked men 
love evil, and deserve to meet with it. Accursed 
Typfaon once may have been a refined spirit of ex* 
cellence and purity, such as by perseverance in the 
ri^t might become for ever habitually good. He 
ventured to array himself against the great Osiris* 
Impbus T3rphon rebelled ; he thed hs comeKnest 
and beauty^, and hates that brightness which can 
upbraid him with his glory lost, his present eseonu 
Ue lot, expelled that presence which gladdens all the 
universe: all know then the dreadful dumge from 
life to death ! Thus we are informed whence evil 
flows,-— even a separation of ourselves from the gk>* 
rious fountain ; not a warring struggle of two equal 
powers, but partiid evil permitted thus to chnad and 
plague itself, yet acting under a supreme pow«r, to 
try and ptave the worth and faithful service of tbe 
universe. Amid our sacred sages the sentiment 
soUime of our absorption in the Deity is enwrapt. 
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and bodied forth in allegory and in symbol. Hear 
our truths revealed in fabled lore^ which leads the 
mind to see its native blindness, in doctrines as 
dear as if they wore a form and shape. 

< ' A frog took up her dwelling on the borders of 
the sea^ the place where first she came into exist* 
ence. Day and night she ceased not to sing the 
praises of the ocean : to her it was the ocean to 
which she owed the brightness of her faculties, and 
the growth of her body. * On whatever fide I 
turn, my sight, my view,' says she, < has nought 
before it but the immensity of the ocean; every 
part to which I turn my steps I find only the 
ocean.^ This language, incessantly repeated, was 
heard by some little fishes, who conceived an ardent 
desire to know what was this ocean, and resolved 
instantly to set out on their travels, and not to stop 
on their route before they found the olject of their 
research. They accordingly put their intention in 
force, but had not proceeded far before they fell 
into the nets of a fidierman, and were quickly 
dragged to land, and were taken out of the sea | 
when, by the force of their beatings and struggles, 
ike litde fishes escaped through the meshes and 
returned into the ocean ; then practically they tm* 
derstood, for the first time, what the ocean was 
whioh they sought for.^ 

< Thus, when separate in desire from the great 
Deity, we cease to will his wilU then is it evil ; and 
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as the simple fishes gasped to float again in that 
life-gi\'ing element, which, although within, about 
them, yet before they had th^ sad experience they 
knew not, — so should mibi, estranged from good, 
pant and desire to be again with God, from whence 
he emanates. The domicile of man, for peace, is in 
the tomb. This is his certain permanent^ abode, 
not the passing dream of life. There then em- 
bdlish your everlasting manidons; not in the city^s 
transitory, diort-lived dwellings (changing as oft 
their tenants as your caravanserais) is your true 
abode, but in the immutable state of Hades • for in 
the irreversible judgment (of which initiation is a 
tjrpe) Hades conducts to the shining stars. That 
we may see, yet know not the true substance, is 
proved by a bright point of fire which the eye sees 
rapidly turned; it describes a brilliant circlet cf 
light, yet it is but a poirU in form and quality, 
revolving swiftly on its centre. The illu^on alters 
not its form and essence ; it is still a point. Thus 
the reflected powers of the daties are beheld by us 
in different forms ; but they are not changed, they 
are not evil, they are still the same bright point 
divine. The ancient Chaldee oracle declares that 
^ Nature or Rhea is the fountain and the river^ 
of all the blessed intellectual gods ; for, first re- 
ceiving all things in her ineffable bosom, she pours 
running generations into all things.' Herein we see 
a figurative display of Nature as the fountain of all; 
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wbile sbe is again the receptacle of all in her uni- 
versal bosom, the opening tombs of mother earth 
gradually absorbing all her children ; yet not to be 
for ever dormant, but again flow forth in generations 
of all-e^stent sentient beings, from man, suUime 
and powerful, to the minute insect which gems the 
floweret! The productive power inherent in this 
great goddess is figuratively conveyed by the image 
of a sfnder, which draws from its own bosom the 
drread that forms its web, sits in the midst of its 
ivork, communicates movement to it, and at plea- 
sure draws back what it had sent forA from its 
body. 

' How beautifully does this imagery embody 
the eternal youth of Nature ! To search this power, 
to undertake the unravelling of it, demanding^ 
What is evil? What is good? — ^is trying what 
is unattmnable to man. Nature cannot be fa- 
thomed; she has iM)thing to be compared with. 
Thus the great goddess, Neith, proclaims herself 
upon the portico of her Saite temple : ^ I am all that 
hath been, that is, that shall be; and my veil no 
Inortal hath ever lifted up.' Useless the search if 
ft^owed to dedde upon her laws and call their 
operations good, or evil, according to the dim and 
narrow glimpse of man; but Ughly beneficial to 
observe her infinite operations, and seize a ray of 
wisdom from her beaming hgfat. All material f<»m8 
are fleeting and perishaUe, and vanish from our 
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eyes ; but the troths of the soul,*— ^ worslup to the 
god,^^ love to parents, tenderness and meroy,^-*the8e 
are your vow when you enter the holy cavern, and 
these are manifest and imperishable T 

With eager joy Rauieses assured him of Ms de- 
ore to meet the tests; that his heart sought for 
knowledge, and to love the gods, as his chirf good ; 
it was not glory or ambition^s meed, for they al* 
ready were within hiis grasp ; but life itsdf was a 
mere point compared with his deshres. 

< Liook,^ said the priest, ' look at these spreading 
tombs. Many a form rests there, who, when on 
earth, deemed all its space too small : they lived 
for earth and with it, — courting life, forgetting, 
as our sentence says, ' The reward of a man who 
wi^es for long life is to outlive all his friends;^ 
and they are gone do¥m to their splendid sepulchres 
and lasting homes unknown and unlamented. 
From these encouraging and high thoughts retire, 
and seek the rest so necessary. To-morrow sees 
your fate decided. It is not allowable to say what 
then you meet ; but if fate inexorable may be pro- 
pitiated by human vows, your heart will not quail, 
your eye falter, whatsoever it meets. Rest on this 
night with sweet repose and confidence.^ 

Thus Rameses was led fi^om thought to thought, 
and, chiefly in communing with himself, to seek 
for principles of action adequate to the approaching 
strong emergency. *Ah, my revered preceptor,' 
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Rameses replied, ' bow deeply sinks your rich and 
varied store of doctrine in a heart alive to gratitude 
and thanks ! The pight now wears away ; my last, 
perhaps, on earth: for who can say they will, 
tlirough every trial, overcome the powers of destiny ? 
I wish then to while away those moments yet allotted 
to my course in tracing, with your wisdom's higher 
guidance, some of the sublimest allegories of our 
mysteries. Dark is the sentence of the goddess 
Neith, but not its import. Nature, indeed, in all 
her ways, is hidden ; the veil, indeed, is on her, and 
her secret paths no being can find out ; but her un- 
cea^g^ bounty and goodness are expressively por- 
trayed as the magna maters the mother of aU, 
adored in Isis ^ as the cow with numerous teats, 
from whence the streams of lacteal nourishment 
flow out to nourish all mankind, — thus feeding and 
sustaining all from her prolific stores !' 

' Bight P replied Smendis, ^ those who thus read 
nature, leaving her secret substances and essences of 
things unscrutmized, as impervious to our sight, ^ 
under the shadow of her mystic veil, and study 
solely to learn her characters most bright, of bounty 
to the human race in all her gifts, and use them, 
without sounding in her deep profound with mor- 
tals' scanty line and plununet, — to such she is in- 
deed the goddess Neith, goddess dT wisdom, justly, 
truly wise. — ^Behold, the same holy temple bears 
an hierq^yphic sculpture of gracious import, also 
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wrapping up in mystery the justice of the deity. 
A child^ an aged man, a hawk, a fish, an hippopo- 
tamus, are on the architrave. The first is entrance 
into life ; the second, departure from it ; the third 
is god Osiris; the fourth, hatred; the fifth, in- 
justice : thus declaring forth these truths, — * Learn 
ye who just are entering in the world, and ye who 
are nigh leaving it, the supreme Qx>d abhors in- 
justice.' Viewing his universal power as * all na- 
ture materialised within his sphere,^ Hermes also 
declares, that * God is a circle, ^ whose centre is 
every where, but whose circumference can nowhere 
be found.^ 

* Thus the phoenix ^, bright visitant of the Sun^s 
great temple, shows the truths of knowledge, reckon- 
ing time throughout its mighty circle. Thus Osiris 
and Cneph as Creator have the azure or black 
countenance, this indicating the goddess night and 
primeval darkness, the womb of creative energy, 
before the worlds were formed ; thus Osiris is him 
from whom all things proceed, into whom all things 
are resolved ; and when the energy of creation is 
past, he acts as the preserving power. When a 
world approaches its final catastrophe, he appears 
the genius of destruction ; and having resolved it 
into its original chaos, he floats in deep repose on 
the turbid stream until the time of creative energy 
again recalls him into action. 

< How glorious is the symbol of the bright Sun 
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emerging from the abyss to run bis race in glory^ 
wbich is depicted as a child sleeping ii«^ithiu the 
calyx of a lotos ; displaying the great regenerating 
Father awakening from his slumber^ when the world 
starts forth. 

^ The aspic snake, who fronts our diadem, is also 
the t3rpe of this solar god, — this creative Father, aw- 
ful Cneph,Vhose name he bears: and as he casts his 
skin, renewing thus his youth, he shines our em- 
blem of eternity, ^nd the beauteous lotos, fair 
plant of holy Nile, ever rising to the surface of the 
water, and never nnking underneath it, becomes 
the emblem of the earth : its calyx is this world, 
which is as a boat floating in circumambient ether ; 
its four larger leaves are the four large continents 
or lands it is divided into; the eight smaller leaves 
are the eight islands intervening in the ocean ; the 
petal springing from its centre is the sacred mount, 
from whence flowed forth four streams, — our boun- 
teous Nile, Ganges revered, the dread Euphrates, 
and the rapid Tigris. See the butterfly, breaking 
from its silken cocoon, beauteously mealed, in wings 
of azure dropped with gold and crimson, the last 
and most perfect type of lost Osiris— enclosed in his 
mystic baris, until, the circled time elaptsed, he issues 
forth to light and life. Sweet are the lines which 
thus portray this mystic glorious change : 

VOL. I. K 
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'Child of the Son! panne thy nq^tureos flig^t,*^ 
Mingling with her thou loy'st in fields of light ; 
And^ where the flowering lotos does unfold. 
Quaff fragrant nectar from its cups of gold. 
There shall thy wings^ rich as an eyening sky, 
£xpand and shut with silent ecstasy. 
Yet wert thou once a worm, a thing that crept 
On the bare earth, then wrought a tomb and slept ! 
And such is man ! soon from his cell of clay 
To shine resplendent in the blaie of day.' 

Seizing the hand of Smendis, Rameses exchimed : 
*' tnj full soul heares beneadi the thoughts BuUime, 
awakened by these glorious scenes. Something says 
within, ' These climes, this happy b^ng is for thee;' 
its voice responds as fircnn an abyss; it promises 
assurance of my hopes! Can I fear the darkling 
gloom, the terrors of the cave? Come then, ye 
trials, fated to prove my soul; Rameses knows 
little of himself, if his heart fails, even let the 
elements combine thdr awful powers. Farewell, 
faiewell. Nature repose a while, a little while in 
rest/ 

The awful day dawned on which the eager de- 
sires of Rameses were now to acquire this new at- 
tainment, conferring the privil^es of the mysteries 
unveiled. All Thebes filled the temple, and the 
ardent gaze of her multitudes was for the youthflil 
hero : h^ dothed in the pimther robe, over it an 
outer vest, his brow encircled with a crown of 
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myrtle, soon was ^ led fordi as die evening hour 
drew on, preceded by few, but important assistants : 
^rst, the torch-bearers, with the reversed and the 
upright lighted torch ; then the herald bearing the 
mystic lituus, or fan ; and, lastly, the presider and 
heralds : — these formed the whole of the persons who 
attended on the initiati, and these are all purely 
emblematic. The reversed tordi typifies extin- 
guished life; the upright torch, life restored; the 
herald^s fan, to purge the flour or com ; the torch, 
to bum the chdF. Two pSIan stood near the sa*- 
cred place, whence the tremendous opening ap- 
peared, which led downward to the central ca^ty : 
near these stood the attendant priests ; and^emblema* 
laoid of human nature, a feUen capital and broken 
diaft were near. The Hermaic pillars here tyjrify 
the immutability of die Drity, and form the ear- 
liest symbol of the divine ntotlire*^ 

The mysleiiofie cereibonkss instantly commenced, 
as Rames^ led by diese beaitsrs to the gates, took 
off the outer rote, nietaphori<^ly betokening he 
laid down his mortal life. -The priest then tobk k 
golden serpent, placing it widim Rameses* b6som : 
lihe serpent, in the aet of renewing hb skin, betokMM 
thus his life restored. The faUen capital land shaft 
spoke of nature^ fallen and broken. Thus isb^ 
wandeiiiigs and Osiris'e loss symbcriically ale the 
soul's kss of mentid light, which from earhest ages 
^le bewails ; it was the decree of dei^, and man^ 

K 2 
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miserable passage in life through fleshly cares. The 
gates are the last sign, and are the gates of death, 
which must be passed before the consummation. 
It was near these that Rameses now stood in rca- 
diness» in ardent promptitude to enter within them, 
when a priest presented a golden vase, wherein he 
washed his hands, betokening purification, and 
the priest admonished him that outward purity 
availed nought, unless attained inwardly. The 
hierophant, then standing before the altar, dressed 
in robes of various hues, portraying all the elements, 
read, out of two sacred tablets, formed of stone 
and fitly joined, words of deep import ; and thai 
pronounced the formula, in which the a^irant now 
joined — * Honour parents, offer sacrifice to the gods, 
and injure not animals,'* This was no sooner 
spoken, than, rolling deeply and solemnly from the 
abyss, thunders resounded: as they waxed louder, 
^lence fell on all around — ^their souls were thriUed 
with horror; and the massive gate, with a jarring 
noise, flew open, lAowing the entrance dark and 
terrible. The thunders ceased, not a breathing 
was heard of all the assembled people; while the 
hcorald procliumed — * Away, profane ! far hence all 
uninitiati ! Away, profane ! none here remain con^ 
scious of crime !' The awful warning loudly thrice 
repeated, with noise and eager haste, with trem- 
bling hearts^ the multitude fled from the scene swifUy 
and dispersed, first hearing mighty thunderings. 
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and awful noises ; amid which, lifting his eyes to 
the starry firmament emblazoned in the zodiacal 
roof, and then turning them with impresrive ges- 
ture of * Farewell to all/ Rameses, with his features 
glowing with delight, and gleams of brightness 
flashing from his eyes, more and more ardent as the 
horrors deepened, with firm collected step entered 
within the pillars. It seemed as if the approach of 
trial touched the celestial nerve, which having, in 
the long contemplation of its coming, drooped and 
languished, now flashed forth bright at this im- 
portant hour. The encircling priesthood present, 
while struck with his fortitude, with shuddering 
heard the massy iron gateway, of weight most pon- 
derous, instantly close with a tremendous noise. 

The recoil of the door jarred in prolonged^® echoes 
as Rameses entered the gloomy darkness before him, 
amid thunderings and noises terriUe and frightfuL 
Instantly flashed before him, with an intense blaze, 
an inscription in letters of flame, surmounting what 
appeared a stately gateway, the valves of which 
opened inward : 

Through me you pass unto the destined goal; 
Through me may pats mto eternal pain. 
To rear me, was the task of power divine i 
Supremest wisdom, and primeval love ! 
Seek me in Nature's type, and persevere — 
Or hope abandon when you enter here ! 

Dakts. 
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This formed a threatening warning of there bong 
na return through its dread portaL But suddenly^ 
as his eye gazed upon these mystic lines, the dark* 
nesB tUckened ; the way became m<Nre darkling and 
uncertain; the thunderings roared and noises re- 
doubled ; sobs and stifled groans, with threatening 
movements, crowding on and around, as c^increanng 
and invisible foe& With firm, unaltered step Ra- 
meses, however, passed beneath the arch; and a 
strong light soon shining brightly, displayed the 
Magna Mater, richly dressed, or bright Ceres, with 
the iniugnia of Nature, which immediately disap- 
pearing, the ground rooked as with an earthquake, 
and two clay-cold haiids sdized him, bearing him 
swiftly onward. His heart recoiled at the grasp; 
but diaking off its sensations, it gathered, however, 
the impcNTt of the first presage, that ^However 
things threaten^ ox storms and thundars afi&ight. 
Nature preserves her unerring^ irreverrible course 
unaltered;' and revolving its import suj^rted 
him m his dariL and trjring rituation; for soon the 
bajongs and barkings of canine phantoms were 
added to the noises, and resounded as if guarding 
these awful secrets^ and ready to devour him : phan- 
toms of hideous aspect gkajued in the darkness, 
with gorgons and dire chimeras passing be£>re him, 
and ludeous groans of anguish, deep sufferings, 
moapipgs, and screams of misery, such as thrill the 
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mind with horitNr. These dreadful terrors^ much 
as they would have moved his heart to tremblei were 
dismissed with fortitude unshaken. His mind thus 
reasoned: — ^ These are not mine, but Nature^s calk; 
they are the plaints of guiU, of hardened tres* 
passers^ now suffering here their doom deserved.' 
Alas ! that anguish thus becomes the portion of our 
kindred race, he fdt most sad to witness; never- 
theless, onward still he passed a long and dreary 
space, and heard tl^ clank of chains; when there 
flashed athwart hb gloomy course — horrible vision ! 
a danger no mortal could essay and live. Dropped 
pendent over his path, completely enwrapping it, 
swung across, was an inextricable net of glowing 
iron, intensely hot with biasing fires, rendering 
his passage on imposmble ;«-^to approach it, instant 
death,-^to tnm back was also death. Although 
his hearty still kept its firm resolve, his nerves in- 
voluntarily shrunk and recxuled at this most dread* 
ful bamer, and his nature scarcely knew how to 
graj^ple with this terror. At length, fortifying his 
mind most desperately to dare the burning metal 
rather than pause, dooming his unprotected form to 
meet its tortures, he silently addressed hb vows, 
when a keen gust, piercing as the chill Azreel blast 
of death, bellowed throughout the dismal vault, 
overtodc, and nearly overthrew him* Shrinking 
fromits sharp, icy coldness, he felt the inmost torture 
to his h^art, which was pierced through with cold; 
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yet, while he quivered with its impetuous strengdt, 
he saw, with rapturous, thankful joy, its violence had 
partly, and for a moment only, swayed aside the 
burning iron net of fire. Instantly darting through 
the slender aperture, he cleared its pass, a moment 
only ere its firm collapse, with intense burnings, 
had brought him certain deatli ! The strangeness 
of die fiery trial smote on his heart ; but he pre- 
served his calm devotedness, even amid the deep 
uncertainty around. The prolonged hours, the bay- 
ing noises, and the thundering sounds, made all the 
midnight hours pass by in weariness of lengthened 
time and space, as it spreading into centuries ; and 
his frame instinctively felt the deep pressure and 
strong struggles, which the highest fortitude only 
could control; for as he renuuned enwrapped in 
darkness, hunger and fatigue added theb portion 
to tiie sufferings thus to be endured, — and still the 
trial lasts. * If this portrays the fleshly cares of 
man, — ^if all his passage through this earthly toil is 
to the way-worn race of man as sad a scene as this, 
compared with the celestial shining spots of hea- 
venly bliss, — how great the price, how worthy all 
my struggles !' Thus even amid the horrors of the 
place, and imminent trials, of perils thickening, of 
hunger and fatigue, did Rameses draw forth the 
dictates of unquenchable trusty and of hope still 
unsubdued 1 
As if to try his nature by a contrast, and to 
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throw him off his guard, the dements restrained 
their noise, the thunderings ceased, the darkness 
wore away, and Proserpine, queen of the shades, 
revealed in robes of heavenly light, now wooed him 
to adore her pow^ supreme. With reverence 
and submissive awe he passed her form majestic ; 
for to pause, even to yield to her sombre invita- 
tion the least rdaxation of his progress, involved 
the hazard of his important trial; and therefore, 
determinate of purpose, he pursued the darkling 
path. And now the terrors renewed their vio- 
lence, and other elements were added to the test 
The noise of mighty waters roared louder than the 
sea in all its wrath ; and full before his venturous 
path a cataract with thundering force blocked up 
his passage ! Not a moment's pause, at this fearful 
sight, gave Rameses : ^ it was,' he deemed, < the 
type of fear, which blocks our path to trample on 
the dragon's head and grasp the immortal fruit ; its 
strength denoted by the noise; its force, by the 
vast spreading torrent ; but its impasave power to 
control the ardent soul, by die thin fluid of the ele- 
ment !' As he revolved the symbol thusj he dashed 
instantly amid the flood and braved its fury, and 
without stop or pause gained the opposite brink, 
where darkness again surrounded him, and sounds 
unearthly and tremendous pealed around ! Still 
his resolve to dare and meet whatever threatened 
suppcHTts his weakened frame amid its long ex- 
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haustion and gigantic effort^. Suddenly in a fiery 
scroll appeared above him— ^' The Furies^' are the 
bonds of men.' Pconting to its flashing blaze, — 
* They are,^ he thought (far sounds had never 
passed his lips since he had entered the fatal portal), 
< they are ; they bind the good to bliss supernal, 
for they show the horrors of the fatal crimes from 
which they shrink ; but unto the bad they form the 
indissoluble bond that binds them to thdr fate. 
Adieu, ye omens sad ! ye daunt not me V 

As if Uie awful beings thus spumed from his 
bosom's thouglits, holding no converse with his 
virtuous course, had heard the same in language, 
when the characters fisuled into darkness, all the 
horrors burst forth in one tarrific crisis, which en- 
vironed Rameses in tenfold dread. Then his 
friends might tremble had they known how fierce 
the trial ; for with a flash oi li^tniqg a mighty 
cave spread far and wide around its rocky dome, 
rugged with horrid glooms. The thunders were 
no longer rolling, but awfliUy crashed over head as 
if the eardi itself would dissolve away ; the light- 
nings darted their intensest blaze, and suddenly the 
eave gushed out with fire ; from its sides the hissing 
snakes darted their forky tongues, glidii^ round in 
trailing fire; curling flames ran on its roof, ascend- 
ing upward with a surge of fire ; and, most terriUe 
of all, dread Typhon, awful dragon, trailing his 
monstrous length, was seen descending from the 
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roof, with form most dreadful, and in horrid coil 
prepared to bar the way. Still more to stop all 
pass, and make the attempt oertmn, inevitable de- 
struction, at the further end, where still the path 
led onward, which must be trodden, with roaring 
sound of one mighty flame and horrid rush came 
blazing I%legethon, — driver abhorred ! — a torrent of 
overwhelming fire ! 

Thus viewing his progress awfully threatened, 
and apparent death, yet Rameses balanced not one 
instant, though his ears were stunned by thunders 
pealing loud and louder. < Thou dread Supreme 
Offlris r he silently breathed — * thou knowest what 
my will would do, and what the mortal frame can 
bear : do with me what thou wilt f and instantly un- 
appalled entered the cave, which on all sides was 
spouting forth the fierce element of fire, and his eyes 
flashed forth an intenser beam than even the light- 
nings* play. He fixed his look fall on the dragon^s 
eye-ball as it glared, imd met its red and flaming 
sight. Although from Rameses the beam divine had 
passed, it was the emanation of the great Osiris^ 
and it sealed the last great test of trial; it proclaimed 
his faith and trust triumphant and the combat won. 

The prize obtained, most truly due to the he- 
n»o fortitude and inteUectual strength of this re- 
agned, devoted aspirant, in one moment's space 
the terrors of the scene swiftly passed away. Be- 
neath his feet arose the fairest verdure ; the fiery 
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torrent changed its awful waves for purling brooks, 
which murmured musically as they flowed o'er 
golden sands, amid which brightly arose the yellow 
mystic lotos ; the towering palm, the fragrant 
trees of heavenly growth, shot up their odo- 
riferous and blooming boughs and fruits; and 
strains of heavenly melody stole on the ear. The 
enraptured heart of Rameses, which terrors could 
not daunt, had nearly sunk beneath the glorious 
change^^^ and paused to weigh if this was not de- 
lusion, a fatal snare of specious enticement While 
he gazed in silent wonder, a shining form appeared, 
radiant in youthful beauty, bearing the boiigh with 
golden leaves — the pledge of fruit celestial, in this 
mysterious solemn rite thus sought and founds It 
was the lost fruit which human nature sought in 
vain, and only found in death, or in this its solemn 
type. The form was that the lovely Cupid ^^ wore 
when, seated on an emerald rainbow, and milrked 
by his beautiful wings, the clouds around him shot 
with rays of circumambient gold and purple. He, 
approaching the entranced and wondering Rameses, 
presented to him the golden bough, from which a 
crown by Cupid's hands was wreathed the sign of 
his great victory. A golden snake again was placed 
within his bosom ; and the thunders rolled, but not 
as once in fury and in pealing terrors, but sofUy, 
solemnly announcing that his trials all were passed 
away ; and thus was sweetly and melodiously sung: 
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€an8ha^74 Om^ Pacsha, 
Object of our most ardent desires^ 
Divine beings — 
Peace be with you ! 

Various initiate priests, crowned also as himself, 
now hailed the happy conqueror, and embracing Ra- 
meses, whose throbbing pulse had stilled its tumults 
during these delicious moments, they hailed him 
brother, worthy of the crown and glories of the 
triumph. Melodious airs softened his highly- 
wrought feelings, and his soul wore off the deep 
horror which had depressed, but not dismayed him, 
during the trouble and endurance of his trial. His 
frame, so worn and pallid, now again renewed its 
youthful freshness, and acquired new vigour under 
the balmy healing of the gales, and the nectar of 
the goblet offered to his lips; while pleasing ac- 
cents, thrilling him with joy, declared the privi- 
leges known and flowing from his heroic courage. 
These consisted in his thereby ranking with the 
sacred college; in his being a partaker of their 
full immunities and privileges; in having to his 
eyes the true sublimity and nature of the gods re- 
vealed, without the blind and shade of figure ; man's 
state and hopes of future life, with the primaeval 
knowledge in their sacred books, containing truths 
too grand and perfect to be unveiled to any but the 
few who also i:anked supreme, — those who with him- 
self had gained the prize, and had shown the worth 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



142 RAM£S£S. 

and lustre of a soul on wisdom bent, — ^who sought 
it beyond pearls, or gold, or life. In closest union 
and firm bond henceforth they rank conjoined. 
Embracing Rameses, they said — ^ Our brother and 
our friend, now we seek t<^ther knowledge and 
heavenly things : rec^ve your great reward.^ 

Such were ihejojfvl, soothing accents which these 
forms in radiant robes, and other sacred epoptas, 
now addressed to him. ^ Victorious Rameses, haie 
break we off our present happy intercourse; the 
rolling thunder thrills through hearts a^seHlbled 
now to greet you, awaiting anxiously, and listening 
in deep suspense to know its import Now attune 
your mind to bliss — bliss gained by your own virtue. 
Receive the pledge of friendship ever during, and 
most justly your reward.' As they embraced him 
successively, his heart bounded with joy* as he thus 
received the congratulations of the good and wise. 
Elate with glory thus acquired, eadi nerve and 
muscle throbbing by the sudden transition from 
severe agony and mental t<»*ture to the tide of 
rapturous delight, every sen^ strui^ to the full 
pulse of high enjoyment, his form dilated to a 
grandeur beyond its natural powers^ his eyes and 
features glowing with radiance. Instantly the 
surrounding beings began to deck him with the 
splendid 7^ garments. First, upon his head they 
placed a crown with aspic dkdhm; the mystic 
band of gold entwined with myrtle still wreathed 
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it round. His throat receired the splendid collar 
formed of pearls in two rows: a row of azure 
points; a golden chain wrought in the emblem 
squares of immutability, intermixed with golden 
hearts on a bright azure ground ; another stellar 
azure row completes the E^lendid necklace. On 
the shoulders and over his whole form flowed white 
linen, pure and transparent, of gossamer fineness; a 
belt with sacred aspics bound it round the wabt, 
descendmg to the ankles. His arms were clasped 
with tzamid bracelets, and his feet were shod with 
azure and golden sandals. Thus splendidly arrayed 
he shone bright and dazzling as if in the presence of 
great Osiris. His features wore the lineaments of 
joy — settled, encouraged, abiding joy, as with a peal 
of thunder, full and melodious, a form personifying 
Isis'^ appeared to his eyes ; her robe of heavenly 
dyes flowing around her, her head crowned with the 
solar disk, her vest bound by a zone, engraven with 
a mystic name, henceforth ^ven to Rameses : she 
then applied the alithea necklace, touching only 
lips regenerate, to his eager mouth. The very in- 
stant that he received this rite, amid sounds har- 
monious and sweet strains of melody, the rivers, 
verdant meadows, blooming trees, and spicy groves, 
the goddess Isis, and all around melted into air. 
The assistant beings led Rameses a few paces on- 
ward, and, touching a spring, the doors flew open : 
he entered, and Rameses beheld before him the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 RAMESES. 

great temple of Thebes, filled to its very roof with 
admiring spectators. He found himself before the 
high altar of great Ammon, the flame of sacrifice 
ascending brightly, while around it stood Ame- 
nophis, the queen, and Nitocris ; Phritiphanes and 
the priesthood band, the nobles, warriors, and com- 
manders of the Egyptian land ; die sacred shrines 
and deities awaiting his appearance, which was an- 
nounced to their rejoicing hearts by awful thunder^s 
solemn voice. 
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BOOK VII. 

ARGUMENT. 

During the suspense for the safety of Rameses^ Amenophis 
is beset with care and perplexity in his palace of Medinet 
Haba^ from the demonstrations of the Pallic forces. — 
The third morning arrived, after the descent of Rameses 
into the central cave — ^all the Thebans are collected in 
the temple, in great anxiety, hearing the thunder — 
they are awaiting the confirmation of their hope or fear 
for the enterprise of Rameses, who appears clad in 
the splendid robes of an initiati — ^hymn of praise to Isis, 
queen of the skies — ^the mutual joy of Rameses and Nito- 
cris — Rameses, invested with a portion of Ammon's sanc- 
tity, is borne in triumphal pomp, preceded and followed 
by the shrines of the deities, the priesthood, court, and 
population of Thebes, to his father's palace.— The war on 
the eve of breaking out — The king repairs to Memphis, 
of which Rameses is made governor — his exertions and 
great qualities. — The fortress and sacred tower of Padma 
Mandir.— The growing afiection betwixt Rameses and 
Nitocris. — ^Alarming hints of Phritiphanes. 

While this dreadful trial was thus nobly sup- 
ported by Rameses, the palace of Habii had in- 
deed been the scene of great solicitude and distress : 
horror and uncertainty hung over him, in whose 
fate and success so many individuals were con- 
cerned. The monarch and the beings surrounding 
him were alike the prey of their own anxieties, ac- 
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cording to the vicissitudes and cares which acted 
upon their different states. To Amenophis nothing 
could well be more formidable and distressing than 
the war which apparently hung over his kingdom ; 
a struggle about to be renewed with warriors whose 
prowess had once before subjugated Egypt; and 
whose armieshad received great accessions of strength 
in the vast districts bordering on Arabia, which they 
now occupied. Lwge bodies were daily arriving 
ftom the peculiar'^ land stretching by the sea, ap- 
propriated to an unknown race by a divine oracle ; 
also various bands, gathered from Babylonia and 
countries ^astward^ were attracted by the hopes 
of plunder. Little as Amenophis was disposed 
to engage himself with the provident prevention of 
evil by present exertion, he could not but observe 
the signs of the times, and also notice the datnger 
of the large number of these hostile strangers, 
which were commixed with the native Mizraim 
thn^iagh all the cities of Egypt. The kte rev^ at 
Memphis threw him into dreadful alarms, which the 
brilliant actions of Rameses as rapidly dispersed ; 
bat the clouds and darkness which the dangers of 
the* mysteries instantly hung over fais fait infused 
anxiety and disquiettide into his thoughts, and by 
hk dgection threw a cloud over a court that saw its 
giudance in bid wishea. Saptha, high minded and 
ambitious^ dreaded the weakness of her partner at 
a tim^ likely to demand the greatest energies; and 
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while she exulted in her child, she trembled at the 
dangers of Egypt's throne, as she looked forward 
with dismay to the prospect of her child being bom 
to tumalts and blood. Phritiphanes knew more 
than either what truly was the scene now opening 
upon Egypt : his age and consummate sagacity had 
weighed the present in its chances with the future, 
and trembled for the destinies of Eg]rpt committed 
to such feeble hands. The only measure he had 
strenuously advocated — the entire expulsion of the 
Pallic race from their fields and cities — had so long 
been neutralized by the indolence of Amenophis, 
that it now could only be effected by bloody wars, 
too dangerous at this crisis to undertake ; while such 
an arm of strength had this intrusive class of citizens 
acquired by the approach of the Pallic forces from 
the deserts of Arabia, as greatly paralyzed the Egyp- 
tian means of opposing their hostile invasion. With 
Athor, who by his accurate comprehensive judg- 
ment had furnished the most valuable information, 
Phritiphanes had been in constant connexion, for he 
knew the Warlike character of the Eastern bands ; 
and therefore, by command of Aihenophis, he had 
been furnished with powers, and directed to ex- 
amine the whole frontier of Egjrpt. From his minute 
investigation, the Egyptian council found how un- 
protected the country was in reality become from 
the wasteful progress of the late wars, wherein the 
diefence and capture of the strong holds and forti- 
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fied places had ruined these bulwarks of the king- 
dom, which no pains had been taken to restore, and 
therefore they were still mostly ruinous heaps. The 
open field therefore, and the fate of battles, if it 
came to extremities, must decide the lot of the land 
of Mizraim. 

To these cares for his country, edged more 
keenly to the benign heart of the chief priest 
from the melancholy conviction ^of the savage and 
rancorous hatred borne to Mizraim's gods, was 
added his aiixiety for Nitocris, the hope and de%ht 
of his age: latterly he had noticed, with infinite 
satisfaction, the growing attachment between herself 
and Rameses, whose noble mind and actions made 
him scarcely less dear to him than his daughter. 
Highly as he reckoned upon the fortitude and 
heroic bearing of Rameses, no one had more cause 
to tremble than himself for the issue of the initiatory 
tests, as no one could so fully understand the nar 
ture of the trial, and the danger and terror at- 
tending it : to him, therefore, the suspense of the 
last four days became intense. By Nitocris, every 
feeling partaken by the three preceding individuals 
severally, were all acutely experienced. She sighed 
for Egypt and for the queen, for her father and his 
bending age; and his unwonted anxiety enthralled 
with public cares, all carried her thoughts to Ra- 
meses, whom she viewed as engulfed in that ter- 
rible abyss into which she saw him descend. On 
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his courage and valour, guided by wisdom, not* 
withstanding his extreme youth, (such ascendency 
had circumstances and omens conferred on him) 
she viewed the kingdom as dependent ; in his good- 
ness and sweetness of character, her own individual 
happiness she beheld intimately involved. On the 
immediate issue, therefore, of the perilous enter- 
prise of Rameses hinged the hopes and prospects 
of all these individuals. 

Time, however slowly it moves, whether to meet 
our joys or our sorrows, still flows on regardless of 
the impatience and eager anticipations of man ; and 
in this, as in all cases, it brought round, at its re- 
gular period, the eventful mom. All Thebes was 
in motion. The royaP^ stables, one hundred in 
number, which lay along the Libyan side from 
Thebes US Memphis, each within their spacious 
stalls contained two hundred horses, now ready for 
the service of the state, and the quick despatch of 
couriers: these were directed to prepare and for- 
ward, to every corner of Egypt, the result of the 
bright initiatory success of the youth so dear to the 
interests of his country and its monarch. As the 
sun rose high in the horizon, from the temples the 
robed priests appeEured bearing their shrines and 
symbol gods : these, in various bands, made their 
separate progress to the great temple, in which, at 
length, were assembled together every sacred deity 
of the capital, the whole priesthood, and the nobles. 
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mih Amepophis, to offer sacrifices to the august 
Isis: the loud clan^ng cymbals and instruments 
were mute ; for countless as were the throng, silence 
held them all in still suq>ense, while the animals were 
sacrificed, and the blood streamed in deep solem- 
nity. The fiame ascended in a bright auspicious 
column, when loud and repeated peals of thunder 
thrilled every spectator with awe, and Rameses, as 
described, stood before them. 

The assembled court, the sages, the priesthood, 
with the inhabitants of Thebes, beheld with ardent 
joy the splendour and majestic air with which suc- 
cess enlightened and crowned the hero, whose fea- 
tures usually expressed intellectual thought aqd 
benignity of mind. The scene was most magnifi- 
c^pt, as the vast ^ea of the imipense temple was 
filled by tlie Theban deities and their golden shrines, 
encircled with their banners and various attendants ; 
and while its space shone with the rich and brilliant 
pqmp around, a hymnT», ip strains of spft melodious 
voices, flpwed forth :— 

Hail^ primal )ilo8som ! hail^ empyreal ^em ! 

Isis, or Nepthes, or whate'er high name : 

Wrapt in eternal solitary shade. 

The impenetrable gloom of light intense, 

Imperrioiis, inaccessible, immense. 

Ere spirits we^ infused, or forms display'd, 

Eicthon, his own mind survey'd. 

As mortal eyes (thus finite we compare 

With infinite) in smoothest mirrors gaze : 
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Swift^ at his Look^ a shape supremely fair 
Leap'd into being with a boundless blaze ! 
Chorus — In air, in floods^ in caverns, woods, and plains. 

Our goddess governs all, our goddess Isis reigns f 

Great Pthah, the architect so nam'd. 
By whom this gorgeous universe he fram'd; 
He rose, and rising heard 
The unknown, all-knowing word, — 
' Great Pthah, all search for me thou must forego : 
My veil thou canst not move,— go, bid all worlds exist.' 
Chorus — In air, &c. 

First, an all-potent, all-pervading sound. 
Bade flow the waters, and the waters flow'd. 
Exulting in their measureless abode, 
Difiusive, multitudinous, profound. 
Above, beneath, around: 
Then o'er the vast expanse, primordial wind 
Breath'd gently, till a lucid bubble rose. 
Which grew in perfect shape an ^g** refin'd : 
Created substance no such lustre shows. 
Earth no such beauty knows. 
Above the warring waves it danced elate. 
Till from its bursting shelly with lovely state, 
A form cerulean fluttered o'er the deep : 
Brightest of Beings, greatest of the great. 
Chorus-^ln abr, &c. 

Our souIb absorVd, one only Being knows. 

Of aU perceptions one abundant source. 

Whence every object, every moment flows : 

Suns hence derive their force. 

Hence planets learn their course : 

But suns and fading worlds we view no more?"- 

Great Isis we perceive— great Isis we adore ! 
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This offering of gratitude took place to the gods 
amid the delight and emotions of all present : suffice 
it to pass them all by, but one, and that one bear- 
ing in its tone the shades and hues of all. Happy 
Rameses, thrice happy! if the softest love, un- 
bounded confidence, and devoted trust of Nature's 
fairest flower, can make thee blest. The trials past, 
the developement of innate fortitude shown, the 
meed of glory, as a warrior, thus crowned with the 
inward qualities of the soul ; these all concentering 
in one so youthful and so mild, formed the link of 
strong indissoluble love, which wound around two 
hearts for ever, through every scene of change and 
care. Rameses, kneeling to his sovereign, was 
warmly embraced by him, and presented to all his 
court as the hen) who reflected lustre on his throne ; 
but on beholding Phritiphanes and fair Nitocris, 
his joy beamed forth almost too great for utterance. 
Still the loud peals of harmony proclaimed the rites 
continued in honour of his praise, who thus had 
given cause of highest gratulation to the whole 
land. The sacrifices and the offerings duly made^ 
a numerous crowd came forth, of youths, the sons 
of the nobles, wearing festal garmepts, their heads 
adorned with wreaths, to honour the triumphant 
hero ; and at the signal given, every gateway, with 
its standards floating, resounded with minstrdsy 
and shouts of joy, heard through the distant streets 
and utmost bounds of imperial Thebes. 
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As the majestic pomp, now forming in one grand 
procession, issued from the portals of the temple ; 
first advanced ^^ the palm-bearers with the verdant 
palms, clothed in long garments; then soldiers bear- 
ing lances, with their bucklers slung, and their left 
hands grasping a club; then came the pioneers 
with axes, followed by a band of attendants^ wear- 
ing the plumes of victory ; to these were joined two 
nobles, richly dressed, one bearing a quiver, walk- 
ing arm-in-arm with his companion, holding a 
flowering lotos. These typified the union in Ra- 
meses, of the prize of valour and the religious pre- 
eminence of the mysteries : the royal ushers closed 
this column of the pomp ; then eight persons came 
bearing a set of golden steps to ascend and descend 
the triumphal throne: these were followed by 
nobles with plumes of victory, clad in bright robes, 
with sacrificial axes; some also held standards of 
the sacred lotos, adorned with floating plumes: 
these bearers walked on, turning and bending with 
reverence, presenting the symbolic flower toward 
the hero. 

Rameses sat on his triumphant throne, preu 
ceded by priests with golden censers, sprinkling 
incense round, who oflen turning to the hero, pro- 
claimed his mystic name and honours. Golden 
standards, borne aloft, were inscribed with the ini- 
tiati hieroglyphic title, which they read, repeatmg 
it aloud : — ^the throne, on which sat Rameses, was 
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placed in a royal palaqquin, borne on the shoulders 
of twelve nobles o£ the military caste, rang^ two 
and two, clpthed richly with long robes and plumes. 
Around him shone the various standards of the god 
Osiris, chiefly attracting all eyes on him* Rameses, 
in majestic state, iv^s holding the sac^red ^^ sceptre 
and crux ansata, divine types : behind him, in the 
litter, were two Genii leaning toward him with 
their cowering wings; at his side were the emblem 
forms; the lion, of bis courage; the hawk, of his 
diarp-sightedness ; the serpent, of his extended 
power ; the sphinx, of his initiation into all mystic 
secrets : around the palanquin were supporters, all 
of elevated rank, in rich dresses, each one the bearer 
separately of his sword, his lance, bis shield, his 
arrows, and his quiver. The upper edge of the 
palanquin was adorned by a magnificent bordering 
of fourteen crowned asps or ubaeus, wearing their 
golden disks; the upright pillars terminating in 
lotos flowers, some in full blow, others in bud. 
In front marched learned scribes, or thotbs, bearing 
the portfeuille, and proclaiming with loud voice his 
worth and high achievements; then followed the 
military in long robes and pUunes, e^h bearing a 
lotQs staff surmounted with feathers, — in their left 
hand the military hatchet; others of the military 
follow, bearing the augural staff, emblem of th^ 
power of Osiris, and holding hatchets. 

The sacred deities added sanctity to the splendid 
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pomp: first came the shripe of Harpocrates®^ pre- 
ceded by six priests : his form, in the hermaic em- 
blem c^ indivisible union and stability, holding tha 
lithseus, was seated in a golden alcove adorned with 
lotos and the vine leaves ; he bore a bouquet of the 
lotos in flower and bud^ and his altar held a vase of 
the same flowers. This shrine, carried by twenty-, 
four priests, was surrounded with the greatest 
pomp,. all bearing stalks of lotos, plumes and staQdr 
ards ; a ridi drapery, sown with flowers, enveloped 
all their persons, leaving their feet and head b^re : 
— two white divinities bend toward the god, making 
offerings : two priests bear hieroglyphical tablets, and 
are followed by others crowned with rich plumes, 
supporting the camscba^, or phest of the myr 
steries, followed by palm-bearers, waving branches 
of palms : next stalked the revered bull Mnevis, his 
brawny neck adorned with glittering bands — upon 
his head shone the solar disk, surmounted with two 
plumes; a priest preceded him, burning ine^npe 
in his honour. Immediately following the Tauric 
deity, w^dked a priest, an iqitiati of high raiik, 
clothed in long garments, with his hands clasp0d, 
in show and token of profound and deepest self ab- 
straction : then a herald came, proclaiming Ramesefi, 
bis deeds, and glory; nes^t came the priestesp of 
gr^at Isis, with her lunette, 2^nd eighteen piests 
around) of most elevated rank, eaph bearing the 
prook, the sceptre, the scourge, the crux ansat^> 
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the lunette^ and all her divine attributes of power ; 
then standards, borne alofl, of burnished gold,.sur- 
mounted with the forms of the sacred animals^ — 
the hawk, the bull, the jackall, the ichneumon, 
the ibis, and all Mizraim's animal deities, attended 
by vases filled with sacrificial flowers; then fol- 
lowed priests with a sacred litter, bearing the coffer 
of great Isis ; also again vases ^ of flowers. These 
intercessory emblems bend toward and precede a 
throne of the three great deities Osiris, Ids, Horus, 
borne by priests, preceded by the herald proclaim* 
ing their titles: two aspirants follow offering on 
two altars : these, smoking with incense, are borne by 
priests ; stalks of half-blown lotos are lain as offer- 
ings on the altars : — the herald, proclaiming aloud 
the solemn rites, calls on all to worship the great 
gods, as is shown by following personages in various 
groups pouring forth libations: lastly succeeded 
the military pomp, the standards, and the armed 
array of Egypt's nobles, the shining chariots of 
Amenophis, of Saptha, and Nitocris ; and amid the 
group of governors, foremost in precedency, the 
empty car of Rameses, his warlike arms attached, 
with every pomp and grand display of guards and 
standards. 

The troops closed the long magnificent pro- 
cession, which passed from the temple to the royal 
quays of Luxor, whence superb barges conveyed 
them across the stream to the pavilion of Medinet 
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^abu, ^hose peristyles and extensive courts re- 
ceived the glorious train : two beings were missed 
from this splendid scene, necessary to complete the 
happiness of the heart of Rameses ; these were his 
father and Sabacon ; but the former, however tor- 
tured by suspense for the eventful trial, yet felt the 
imperative duty to repair instantly to Memf^is, so 
recently agitated by sedition ; and Sabacon already 
was with the army, where he held an important, 
although subordinate command. Expresses, with 
all imaginable despatch, winged their way to their 
respective stations, and every day saw Rameses 
risuig higher in influence and power with his mon- 
arch, through the operation of his excellent qua- 
lities. Free of access to. the inmost secrets and 
recesses of the temples, taught by tbe priesthood 
in all their knowledge, the idol of the people, from 
his mild gradousness, as well as his bright quaUties ; 
to his sovereign and the queen he was not less wel- 
come. The days of repose, succeeding his terrible 
and perilous trial, flew by on wings as soft as cyg- 
net down ; but chiefly Rameses and Nitocris, meet- 
ing hourly in the royal presence, perceived in each 
those generous transcripts of the fine affections of 
the soul — those attractive charms grafted on their 
high mental qualities — ^that harmonious perception 
of the frame of things — of all the realities which 
fill the circle and amenities of human life — ^that each 
day, as it passed by, added some fresh link, some 
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fttrtber strength, to the indissoluble bond which 
knit together their affection. Their love was in- 
deed sustained in bright and blooming sentiments ; 
honour, nobility, generous feelings^ fortitude, and 
virtue; — ^these, displayed accordant to their sex, 
grew stronger and stronger, as their noble germs 
expanded under circumstances; but Rameses, in 
secret, saw the storm becoming darker and more 
threatening, rearfy to bul^t in woe on Egypt. 

The pause now made by the enemy was not td 
be {Recounted for; and instead of seizing every 
fleeting moment of the precious opportunities af- 
forded to his reach, and acting witfi vigour, AmettD-^ 
phis drew fresh principles of delay, vainly surmising 
th«it thi^' dltractiohs of other lands might draw them 
off frotn the tempting spoils of Egypt : their armies 
were reported, by the despatches constantly arriving 
to the council, as daily increasing and becoming im- 
niense, and every day fresh accessions swelled their 
numbers. These formidable warriors ^ere com- 
manded by the cruel akid tyrannical Salatis, re- 
nowned for his prowess and valour ; and' well ac- 
quainted with the indecision and timidity inherent 
in the character of Amenophis. 

It was proposed, withopt any further delay, to 
demand of him, by an embassy, the motives of his 
thus threatening the peace of Mizndm, proflfering 
fiiendiship if he instantly retired to the Euphrates. 
Too well Rameses knew the answer would be a bold 
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d^ance sad instant aggresiuon-— an evil be preferred 
to the present destructive pause^ whereby Sabatis 
diuly strengthened and concentrated his forces for 
a future blow. This measure^ however, Amenophis 
termed provoking the combat, and calling down 
the storm which might otherwise roll away; and 
finally, by his r^yal interposition, it was resolved 
for the court to descend to Memphis, leaving the 
question undetermined, excepting the adoption of 
the most detive measures^ to prepare the kingdom 
for eith^ altematrre of peace or war,— a fatal de- 
cision, as most half measures become. Had Ameno- 
phis adopted the energetic counsels of Rameses, he 
might have driven ba^k triumphantly the bands of 
Salatis ; for although most numerbus and warfike, 
they were drawn from distant and often hostile lands, 
and were as yet unknown to, and suspicious of each 
other. Exercised incessantly by the active zeal 
of Salatis, their prejudices soothed', each day their 
strength became more matured and consolidated, and 
their physical power united and amalgamated into 
one body. The^ delay slso re-aeted most adversely 
upon the armies of Egypt, who became discouraged 
by a defensive position, which evidenced the prevar 
lenee and existence of featfal and thnid counsels; 
btit the heroism of Rameses, and his advice, were 
too decisive for the temper of the king : yet as be 
could not wholly blind his tinderstamling to its real 
utility, he treated Rameses with the highest favour 
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and predilection: he travelled therefore in the 
royal procession with which he entered Memphis, 
and they were welcomed, long before they reached 
its banks, by the crowds of its joyous and delighted 
population. The magnificent temple, sacred^ to 
Vulcan, and its western portico, were now repaired, 
and the destructive violence of the rebels efiaced ; so 
that its original impresave beauty added dignity to 
the two prodigious colossi, twenty-five cubits high, 
which towered in front : near these statues was the 
sacred abode of Apis. The square bore no marks 
of its late devastations, an8 the old palace, built by 
Hermes, fronting the stately northern portico of 
VuIcan^s temple, preserved all the grandeur and 
freshness of its first formation : behind this palace, 
{Hcturesquely ranged the beautiful groves, com- 
manding a prospect of the reservoir lake, through 
which the views open to the river: here now Ame- 
nophis, finding it uninjured, resided in regal state. 
The first attention of Rameses, as its governor, 
was the regulation of the city, subjecting it to the 
most rigorous police, thereby to ascertain the views 
of the residing Palli, and also to avert any dangers 
frmn their enmity to the monarch and his court. 
The government of Memphis was the most im- 
portant one of the kingdom, and might be said to 
embrace the cares of all, it being at this critical 
moment the re^dence of the king, and also the 
central point connecting the lower and higher pro- 
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Tinces. Rameses therefore immediately repaired 
the battlements and towers of the city, and renewed 
those immense mounds and piles, to protect it from 
the Nile; which astonish the mind by their con- 
struction equally with the vaunted pyramids. While 
with incessant labour and care, aided by the fire and 
enterprise of Myris, the troops were rapidly im- 
proving in discipline and valour, the justly cele- 
brated fortress of Padma Mandir, in the vicinity, 
next occupied his full attention. Within its vast 
extent was the great tower which arose pjrramidally 
in the midst of a square and walled enclosure, that 
contained gardens, fountains, the dwellings of the 
priests, and stores of arms. A gentle ascent fi'om 
the ground wound upward to the summit of the py- 
ramid, and on its platform were two towers, one of 
them containing a golden colossal statue of the solar 
god. Here the priests kept up the sacred fire, and 
the sacrifices offered were beheld at a great distiance; 
within its sacred interior was the burial-place of the 
priests: its appearance resembled the' tower of Ba- 
bylon, consisting of four stories, all of equal height, 
the apex applied to the celestial observations: its 
base was founded and framed, through the wisdom 
of the priests, towards the four cardinal points of 
the earthy and its space occupied an immense square 
of ground enclosed within its walls of unbumt 
brick. The structure wore a perfect conformity to 
its great model on the Euphrates ; possessing nu^ 
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merous chambers, accesable by passages known 
only to the priests, its successive stages or platforms 
ascended to the summit by one hundred and twenty 
steps ; and the whole edifice, in colossal grandeur 
and extent, formed a tower of great strength as 
well as a temple. In the sacred books it is called 
Padma Mandir, or * Temple of the Lotos.* Hete, 
whai the divine sons of Sharma^ arrived on the 
banks of Nile, Isis appeared, and commanded their 
leader to erect a pyramid for her on the very spot 
before them : his associates immediately began the 
work; and on this the goddess took up her re- 
sidence. This immense and sacred pile was pro- 
tected by a fortress with seven walls, forming seven 
concentric rings. Within the different walls the 
houses of the priests stood ; and in the last ring 
was enclosed this sacred mound or high place, and 
also a royal palace ; and these walls, according to the 
mystic rites appropriating them to the protection 
of respective deities, were tinged with various co- 
lours as sacred — white, black, purple, blue, and 
yellow; it also contained a sacred lake, magnifi- 
cently paved, and having lion statues of basalt. This 
im|>ortant fortress Rameses studied to adorn and 
strengthen ; and garrisoned it with his bravest of- 
ficers, as well as with tried and faithful followers. 

Amid these cares, wherein he acquired day by day 
the increased confidence and high respect of all, he 
likewise sought to blend with the active cheerful 
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exerdses, horse and chariot races^ trials of strength, 
and martial skill. He deeply thought upon the phy- 
deal despondency and gloom of all the nadverace of 
Mizraim : while its fertile soil received from nature^s. 
bounty her exhaustless stores of com and fruits^ 
which multiplied and fed her race in plenty, yet 
the unvarpng and uniform aspect of all nature left 
the springs of mental energy unstimulated ; and man 
became heavy and sluggish, and lost his high tem- 
perament. The gods of the plains and cavi^ms 
shed a gloom and melancholy^ which debiUtate 
the soul, if Rameses questioned why with despond- 
ence they sunk und^ their enemies, nor, when re^ 
verses visited their arms, with high exalted pa- 
triotism struggled for their kingdom against their 
enemies ? Despair struck down their weapons, and 
Miznum, with a superiority of numbers, jrielded to 
the warUke few. Hence the aim of Rameses, «ad 
lus eager desire, was to lay the grounds of bi^ht 
excitement, and to infuse a spirit bold and lively, 
adequate to the approaching dangers. Therefore he 
encouraged games and sports, and lively exerm&e& 

One evening, when he invited forth the court to 
parteke with him his faithful followers' enjoyments, 
Amenophis, ascending to the platform with the 
priests, his mind sombre and bent on i^uguries, 1^ 
happy Rameses surrounded by the grateful citi- 
zens and troops. He was soon seated near Nitocris, 
who regarded with the deepest rapture all the evi* 
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dences of refiiied affection shown her, as well as bi& 
benignant plans for his followers, and Memphian 
race, exhibited in his actions to the humblest citi- 
zens: himself warmed with the glow of pleasure 
flowing from happiness dispensed, and thus com- 
muning with the object of his heart's delight, 
poured forth with fervent eloquence the glowing 
conceptions of a mind exqui^tely tuned to joy. 

The hour was evening, tinged with the splen- 
dour of a setting sun, the view spreading over the 
whole extent of Memphis. The flowing Nile, and 
banks even to the Arabian chain — the time, the 
view, the objects all around, — all conspired to place 
the heart in peace-^in that still rapture wherein 
flow forth the hidden tones and feelings, which 
respond to instants such as these ; when we appear 
communinjg with some god above us, and expe- 
rience an expansive grasp of thought and ecstasy 
which outweighs years of ordinary life. . It was at 
^is mom^it that Rameses well pleaded with his 
willing auditor the ardent love, the' devotion of his 
soul, and met in Nitocris with no weak dissembling 
mind : she frankly answered to his eager question- 
ings, how long her heart had warmed with know- 
ledge of his worth and growing virtues ; her pleap- 
9ur^ and surprise at the meeting in the courts of 
Great Karnak, and how her heart revealed its in- 
niopt secrets of her love when the rites of initiation 
bung as a suspended sword ready to destroy him.. 
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Thus jointly disclosing their inmost thoughts^ 
they spoke of bliss, such as perfect union of heart 
and mind confers — views not bounded by this scene 
of mortal life, but permanent, eternal. If his bright 
and sparkling crest spoke all the radiance of his joy 
c(mfirmed, yet were his softened step and gentle 
demeanour full of the tenderness on which lovely 
woman seeks to found her trust : while amid the 
dove-like modesty and grace of Nitocris shone 
traits of intellectual strength, showing the mind 
imbued with energy and firmness, such as the hero 
of an elevated soul delights to call his own. Thus 
interchan^ng vows— she bright and sparkling as 
the star of love, and Rameses with soul wrapt in 
oblivion of aught else but bliss — ^they plighted to 
each the solemn vow, by Oaris in Philae, to be 
henceforth bound for ever to the object of their 
hearts^ most sacred tie, until the marriage bond 
united them. It was pledged upon the rising plat- 
form of Padma Mandir, and instantly was ratified 
by ascending to the lofty top. Isis, bright queen 
of night, was rising in the east; her beams sparkled 
on the altar, near which the king and Phritiphanes 
with the priests had stood. The sacred fire was on 
it. In idlence they joined their hands over the 
altai) and there, looking to the queen of the ebon 
sky, they felt their choicest hopes fulfilled. The 
immense dty of Memphis shone out* in its nightly 
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splendours as they descended, and Amenophis with 
his train retired to lus palace* 

His BOul affianced thus to her he loved^ Rameses 
applied himself ardently to those noble deeds and 
{dans of purpose useful to great Memphis, and in- 
fusing that strength and reformation into the state, 
called for by the wise and the good. But Egypt, 
luxurious and opulent, was cankered beyond the 
regenerating influence of the few who struggled 
against the spreading disease ; and while Rameses 
imitated the divine traits of justice and mercy, 
which recmnmended him to the &your of the deities 
who watch over virtue, the profligate and vicious 
finding no obscurity a veU from his vigilance, 
no craft a blind for bis sagacity, formed various 
plots against his peace. Highly elevated on the 
pinnacle of favour and of sjdendid r^utation, his 
renown filled the wide extended districts of SSgypt; 
it flowed downward.to the ocean, and the limits of 
the kingdom : and in the bright ascendant of his 
younger and despised brother, both Sabacon and 
Bocdioris nurtured the most deadly hatred, for not 
a step advanced the younger brother, but the elder 
viewed himself so much degraded and defrauded. 
Neither malke nor revenge could touch the name 
of Rameses with their envenomed teeth ; but with 
the idle vicious swarms whom. his rigid eKecutbn 
of the Jaws eaqpeHcd irom die ca{Htal; numbars. 
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in hopes of an exemption from labour, and of 
fdture lawless plunder, flocked to the camp^ and 
swelled the bands of Sabaoon : these persons had 
sullied the industrious fame of Egypt's race, defy- 
ing her salutary laws, and magnifying, according 
to their rancour, the views and conduct of Rameses, 
they added fresh stings to the jealousy with which 
Sabacon viewed his brother. The aged Sosis in- 
deed had been truly blest in receiving again under 
his paternal roof a son who had reaped, in his first 
early essays, a harvest of glory ; and who was adding 
to the brilliancy of his Memphian combat, and suc- 
cessful initiation, the more solid and not less ar- 
duous labours of the duties of civil and social life. 
Glorying in his virtues and self-devotion, Sosis 
acquired a second youth; and while his paternal 
heart exulted with unutterable delight over Rame- 
ses, to his absent eldest bom his feelings flowed forth 
in admonitory advice and cautions, interspersed with 
encomiums on his brother, which were gall and 
wormwood to Sabacon^s haughty and fiery nature. 

Day by day the friendship of the fathers brought 
the youthful pair together, and led to increased 
intercourse between Rameses and the daughter of 
Phritiphanes : and their mutual dependence on each 
other for future happiness being thus augmented, 
Rameses eagerly sought to have revealed his hopes 
to Phritiphanes immediately after the pledge he had 
recrived; but the constant and close attendance 
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at court left him no opportunity for an explidt 
disclosure, and the increaong dqecdon of Fhrid- 
pbanes spell-bound his ingenuous and feeling hearty 
and rendered him dumb, even when glowing to 
open all its secrets to his eyes. Once only he ven- 
tured to touch the string of his unicm, when Fhriti- 
phanes, impresdvely placnng his hand on his heart, 
shook his head with a gloom and smile of striking 
care: *May the patriot's awful duty teadi Ra- 
meses the most arduous of all lessons, how to di- 
rect the impulses of the heart during the dark days 
and bloody scenes now qDening ! Ah, avert the 
formation of avenues to misery by the creation of 
stronger ties in social life! The claims of your 
country, the struggles of her reastance^ and the 
eminent part you are marked out for, are duties 
of paramount importance, and amply sufficient for 
mortal strength. Not of chance, or mere worldly 
wish of glory, was your decided and auspicious 
passage through the initiation. It came from the 
great Osiris, influencmg your will, to show you 
the radiant path of virtue, which consists more in 
conquering our passions, even those wherein our 
happiness is bound up, and offering them on 
the altar of Obedience, than in following their 
headstrong dictates. Thus must you voluntarily 
forego all hope of the hand of Nitocris while the 
clouds of fate obscure and threaten Egypt Faith- 
ful Athor is at present in my palace, returned but 
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yesternight from his arduous commission. Ere 
this the blow is struck^ which pours forth the first 
libation of blood upon the parched sands of Ara- 
bia. Torrents will flow ere the ccmclusion comes. 
I hasten to summon the council, and communicate 
his tidings and intelligence. Be present,^ and, 
lowering his voice^ * be firm — steel your heart to 
bear the fiercest jealousy and envy inherent on a 
hxyther's Jiate.* So saying, Phritiphanes parted, 
leaving Rameses desolate and stunned at die pro- 
spect he opened to his consideration. 
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BOOK VIII. 

ARGUMENT. 

Further characteristics of the Palli, who, now assembled in 
Aouara, are met by an Egyptian army, under the com- 
mand of Souchis. — Sabacon distinguishes himself in the 
first action, and by his bravery and enterprise entirely 
destroys the portion of the Pallic forces engaged. — The 
council of Amenophis persuade him to prosecute the war 
with redoubled vigour. — Rameses, elated at his brother's 
success, is involved in a dangerous adventure by Betis, a 
Phrygian slave, who destroys a cat, the deity of a Mem- 
phian. — ^Betis, to appease the Memphians, is despatched 
to the army with the reinforcements under the command 
of Myris.--Sabacon, rash and impetuous from his former 
success, is drawn into a snare by the superior talents of 
Salatis, the leader of the Pallic forces; and in conse- 
quence of his imprudence the Egyptian army is nearly 
destroyed, and their general Souchis is killed. — No sooner 
is the misfortune known at Memphis, than Sosis hastens 
with the remaining forces to the relics of the Egyptian 
army ; and the king in dismay retires to Thebes. 

Egypt indeed now drew near the realization of 
the fears of her enlightened Hierophant, and was 
on the eve of the most overwhelming visitation. On 
its north-eastern frontier had appeared vast swarms 
of warriors of the great Scythian family, who, de^ 
scending from the Caucasian range, from those 
high and mountainous re^ons, the stony girdle 
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<^ the globe, had swept away before them the 
thrones and people which lay in their progress. 
Part of the great empire of Iran soon fell a prey 
to their arms, whence they descended to the Ery- 
thraean or Arabian Sea, whose shores they occu- 
pied: turning westward, they spread to the Eu- 
phrates, occupying the unfinished intended metro- 
polis of the great Ninus, and the mighty tower 
of Belus ; the lofty and appallmg tower, smitten 
from Heaven and lightning-stricken. Fresh swarms 
of warriors, courted by their precursors' success, 
followed, and found a large number of their kin- 
dred bands, who had some centuries before pre- 
ceded them, and occupied the rich and fertile 
kingdom of Egypt, but being driven out from 
thence, and fugitives ; a large and armed force of 
their retreating army had dared to occupy the 
chosen land, in defiance of the sacred oracle de- 
claring it the property of a deity, even in the age 
of Babel's rise. Here these Scythian warriors set- 
tled, and from their own name termed it Palestine; 
and here, as from a resting-point, beheld with envy 
Egypt^s fertile valley, her numerous and splendid 
^ties; filled with contempt for Mizraim's race, and 
Mizraim gods, they hailed with eager joy the ap- 
proach of various accumulative hosts, under whose 
banners they might agam despoil and rule the land 
of Egypt. 

On the Arabian bolder of the kingdom lay a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



17S RAMESES. 

large tract of country skirting the fertile Delta,- 
from whence it is divided by the Pelusiac branch 
of the Nile, which falls into the sea. On the south, 
the canal of the kings, branching off from the Nile 
atPoubastis, stretched to the Arabian sea, which 
formerly advanced far higher in this quarter, leav- 
ing, as traces of its ancient bed, vast lakes of salt 
water: hence emerging from Arabia, these fierce 
and hostile strangers had taken possession of this 
important tract^. As yet they merely hovered on 
its frontiers, and a large Egyptian army occupied 
the capital of Aouara, guarding the country to the 
Pelu^ac arm of the Nile. In this army Sabacon 
held an important rank, and burning to engage 
the foe, felt every passing week defrauding him of 
glwy. Souchis, an aged and experienced general, 
saw his army much inferior to the great forces of 
his enemy ; but superior in their arms and disci- 
pline, and strongly entrenched, he endeavoured 
therefore to remedy the difference of numbers by 
his sagacious measures. The enemy, seeking the 
destruction of Egjrpt by every stratagem and wile, 
bad endeavoured to lull them into false security, 
abst^ning from every hostile demonstration ; so 
that the Egyptian troops scarcely felt themselves in 
presence of a foe. The hour however came on 
fraught with imminent danger, for it was on the 
mormng of a treacherous design, which nearly had 
involved them in one general ruin, that Sabacon, 
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eager and alert, had liun on his couch at night 
sleepless, and revolving over all the eventful cir- 
cumstances of his brother^s sudden rise and eleva- 
tion, contrasting bitterly his Memphian glory, and 
regretting that he was the blind but willing instru- 
ment of sending Rameses on what he deemed a 
^ken female's errand* Stung with the boiling pas- 
sions which his envenomed thoughts thus conjured 
up, he arose and looked abroad. The air was still 
•"^nought moved upon the night, and darkness 
brooded over all : he paused, and thought that on 
the rising breeze some hum and stir of preparation 
Cfiunetohis ear, but softened down: it might be 
the moanings of the desert blast Yet his mind, 
sharpened and excited, so intently lent its mortal 
senses, that he was certain something breathed of 
arms. Among his train were several faithful slaves, 
Ethiopian natives; their organs and eyes acute, 
and of feet most swift, trmned to deeds of dark- 
ness — ^men used to play with death in ambuscades, 
and watchful stratagems; these he despatched 
throughout the borders of the hostile foe to watch 
their movements. This done, Sabacon repaired di- 
rectly to the tent of Souchis. The guards and 
standards marked its ample range; within no lamps 
were burning, nor any preparations; all was still, 
and buried in deep repose. To Sabacon's commu- 
nication he added earnest entreaties of no demon- 
strations being ordered, whereby the P^c enemy 
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mi^t deem thar plot discovered ; but to awiut Us 
scouts* reports, and guide themselves by circum- 
stances. Silently arraying all their forces at an early 
hour, long ere the morning dawned^ Sabacon had 
certain intelligence of the enemy having detached 
off a large body to a neighbouring ridge of sand; 
and this fact, when known, revealed cleariy to his 
quick and rapid mind their purposed snare. Adja- 
cent to this ridge, spread wide upon the south a 
lake of briny water : by therefore yielding on the 
north to Egypt^s forces they hoped to entice them 
into a defile between the ridge and lake ; where, 
overwhelming them with multitudes in front, and 
surprised by the horse behind^ the Egyptian forces 
would have been precipitated into the lake. 

The clear and luminous development of Saba* 
pcm gained for him the confidence of Souchis, who, 
regulating all his plans by Sabacon^s advice, pre« 
pared to resist the hostile army now descried ad- 
vancing on the plain. They met midway betwe^i 
IJie lake and ridge, and intrepid valour kept the 
success in equal scales* The warriors^ from the 
East were armed with spears and bucklers, their 
curved scimetars glittering on their long and flow- 
ing dresses. Expert in the long and powerful javeUn, 
tbey strove with fierce and desperate violence ; but 
as their king had ordered, at length they seemingly 
gave way, and fled, to lead the 'Egyptian forces on- 
wiurd to meet their ambuscade. Souchis su{^rted 
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well his character and counsels, and the furious Boc- 
choris, to whom the line was subject, fighting with 
most desperate valour, made such havoc on their 
squares, and urged their advance upon the Falli so 
rapidly, as to convert a feigned into a real flight. 

Meantime a chosen band of Egyptian horsemen, 
by a circuitous route, fell on the ambuscade with a 
superior force, so as to utterly annihilate the [corps. 
Dashing his horse among the foremost, Sabacon 
rode daringly against the chief, and clove him down. 
Thus taken themselves by surprise, they perished 
beneath the swords of Sabacon and his band, who^ 
flushed with success and blood, awaited behind the 
shditer of the sand-hills for the signal. The noise 
and tumult of the battle drowned every other sense, 
and Sabacon employed his trusty scouts to com- 
municate tidings how the chance and peril of it 
turned upon the stream of circumstances. He 
anxiously watched for accounts, when the loud ex- 
clamations of joy throughout the host announced 
that the Falli fled ; then rapidly as a cloud passes 
in its shadow over the rising mountain, when it flits 
along the stormy sky ; so did his troop sweep over 
the hill, and pour upon the already discomfited and 
routed host The sword and javelin had gleaned 
to the last man, had not Salatis, their king and 
leader, apprised by scouts of their danger, ap- 
peared with an immense column, spreading along 
the range of battle, which opening to receive the 
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fugitives, checked the pursuers' ardour. Soucbis 
risked not his important advantage, but recalling his 
troops, to which wise order Sabacon reluctantly 
yielded, he secured his spoils and trophies in bis 
camp, which resounded with the priuses of Sabacon, 
under whom the Egyptians, elated, now deemed 
themselves invincible, such impression had his gal- 
lant bearing made on them. 

The loss of the Palli was severely fek, as well as 
its discouragement ; but notwithstanding, however, 
the thousands who thus strewed the deserts, Salatis, 
by the concentration of all his wandering parties on 
the Arabian borders, had still a great superiority 
over the Egyptian forces; and exasperated by the 
defeat, he therefore lay in wait fen* an hour more 
auspicious, to stake all upon a general engagement, 
and avenge himself for the disgrace. 

Meantime at Memphis the council had assembled 
in the palace of Amenophis, at the instance of Phri- 
tiphanes, whereat attended all the counsellors of 
the throne. In this assemblage, without openly 
stating the sources of the Pallic intelligence, he laid 
open the strength and designs of Salatis, who, 
strengthened by all the forces of the kingdoms of 
Arabia and Babylonia, was resolved to repossess 
himself of Egypt. Throughout the kingdom also 
were great numbers c^ the race, who had prepared 
themselves to support his enterprise. The detaSs 
were exact, the perils imminent; nevertheless the 
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high enterprise^ the admirable judgment and courage 
of Ramesies, had given a due spirit and animation 
to their counsels. But in this moment of suspense, 
so deeply important for his kingdom, during the 
debates no opinion whatever was offered by the king, 
who, evidently depressed by the statements offered of 
the Pallic force, declared his resolution of consulting 
the holy oracle of Latona at Buto. In junction with 
this resolve, were also orders to strain every en- 
deavour, bn the part of Egypt's governors, to oppose 
the invaders ; but these were unsupported by pro- 
mises of his royal presence. Phritiphanes strove 
to infuse an energy into the monarch by the very 
peril itself, assuring Amenophis that nothing would 
deter Salatis from attempting the ccHiquesi of £gypt; 
and Phritiphanes trembled at the thought, that ere 
this moment the battie was fought that decided the 
great question of Egypt's existence. 

Rameses was about proceeding to the fortress, eag^ 
to expedite the succours ready for the field, when 
Phritiphanes, taking him into a cabinet, btyught 
Athor into his presence. Great was his rapture at 
thus meeting his faithful friend and companion, 
formerly his director, and mutual tb&r delight. 
Athor, devoted to his virtues, xemarked with sur- 
prise the improved port and migestic carriage of 
Barneses, who joyfully related all his late trials, and 
the supporting beams of Osiris which preserved him 
through them. Athor, turning pale, warned him, 
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if events should draw him to the army, against trust- 
ing to the honour or friendship of his brother, or of 
Boccboris, who, filled with rage, envy, and maHce, 
and surrounded by his enemies, the mixed multitude 
of the army, infatuated with Sabacon's dazzling de- 
meanour, would revenge themselves by any crime. 
^ Sabacon, if himself by nature noble-minded,** Athor 
said, * is here entirely warped and destroyed by the 
basest of pas^ons, envy ; and imagines that in your 
rise, and glorious successes, every point has been 
obtained by priestcraft ; hence, unless he succeeds 
in establishing a name equal in renown, by some 
splendid achievement, I tremble for the result to 
you, to Eg3rpt, and to himself.' 

Whilst they were thus conversing, the acclama- 
tions of the crowded streets of Memphis communi- 
cated tidings of importance ; and it was with eager 
joy they received the particulars of Sabacon's suc- 
cess, which was not less owing to his courage than 
to his watchfulness and prudence. All hailed the 
augury, and wished that the appeal to Latona's 
oracle had not been made ; but the word so ^ven 
was held sacred to the deity, and the deputed train 
already were preparing to leave Memphis. The 
noble city throughout its vast extent was filled with 
joy and gladness, and Amenophis received the tidings 
with exultation equal to his previous anxiety ; while 
Rameses appeared far more elated at his brother^s 
renown and success than at any glorious moment 
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of his own fortune's rise. Earnestly did he implore 
the propitious favour of the gods to eradicate from 
his brother's mind the baleful passions that thus 
disfigured it ; and while success thus smiled on the 
arms of his country^ he pressed the march imme- 
diately of those reinforcements which vrere so im- 
portant to the war. Repairing to his palace near 
the White Quarter^ he was doomed this day to have 
other causes of trouble than his brother's jealousy. 
He found all this part of Memphis in uproar, and 
the citizens crowding the streets with arms, and 
making doleful outcries, demanding the death of 
a high criminal against the gods. With infinite 
trouble, so great was the crowd, a way was made 
to his residence; when, to his great sorrow, he 
learned the cause of the tumult arose from the un- 
guarded conduct of a favourite slave of his father's, 
named Betis. Betis was of eastern birth, a Phry- 
gian ^S and in temper, habits, and feelings, wholly 
opposed to the sombre and the melancholy Egyptian 
character, which, notwithstanding its national bless- 
ings and government, always preserved among an- 
dent nations its tone of gravity. Lively, shrewd, 
and cheerful, his whole days were passed in exciting 
mirth in himself and others. Residing among a 
people not only constitutionally sombre, but severely 
vindictive on the score of their customs, it was his 
fortunate lot to belong to a master in Sosis, who, 
although an Egyptic^n in name, was in heart a friend 
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to the hapinness of all. Sabacon, however, Betis 
dreaded and abhorred ; but Rameses was truly the 
promoter of enjoyment. Torn from his abode near 
Ida^s sacred mount, Betis, through the circUng years 
of his slavery, saw nothing in his imagination equal 
to the mountainous sylvan rites of Cybele on his 
own Gargarus; and Rameses, whose expansive 
mind and clear intellect had in part unfettered 
itself from its bias to animal gods, encouraged the 
lively genius of the slave, and saved him many a 
correcting stripe, which otherwise hia unlucky turn 
for satire would have brought on him. Once he 
was on the point of being put to death for impiety 
to the great god Pan^, one of the revered eight of 
Egypt's gods, and the oldest. This deity being 
revered at Mendes under his symbol of the goat, 
the unhappy Phrygian, without reflection, had in- 
sulted, by teaching a favourite goat from a kid to 
practise various sleights ; among others that of ba- 
lancing himself upon a small point of a staff, sup- 
ported laterally by props, while he himself danced 
and piped before him. The gestures of himself, and 
the simplicity of thebearded animal, neverfidled draw- 
ing peals of laughter from the beholders; while the 
mystic dance and mu»c afforded too much grounds 
for the Mendesians^ accusation, when unluckily 
practised in their very vicinity ; and it was only by 
withdrawing him from the district, by the death of 
his favourite, and a large sum paid to the informers,. 
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that his life was spared, and his escape into a neigh- 
bouring district, inimical to Mendes, was effected. 

His present scrape wore a more serious hue; and 
while its examination was in process, Rameses, to 
inreserve his life from any sudden popular excite- 
ment, ccMiveyed him in a covered Utter, by water, 
to the division of troops marching under Myris to 
the district of Auoara. Poor Betis was deeply 
grieved by his folly to have thus thrown himself 
into the contact of danger and of Sabacon. He was 
now nearly forty years of age. Short in stature 
and deformed, he halted of the left 1^, and was 
mean and homely; his face was old and wrinkled ; 
but in despite of all these natural disadvantages, a 
certmn cast of shrewdness and intelligence, his eyes 
of bright gray, particularly quick and shining, a 
range of teeth of even and pearly whiteness, and an 
air of easy cheerfulness and humour, more than 
counterbalanced them all. To Rameses he was of 
late become more than usually welcome, and got 
noticed from the attentive pliancy whereby he had 
possessed himself of the deep attachment which now 
was wound around his heart, and the adroit and 
peculiar manner whereby he recommended himself 
and hb talents to his master^s wants. His misfor- 
tune and mischievous folly, now calling forth the 
fury of the Quarter Memnones, and one of the com- 
pany of leather^sellers, was impiety to the goddess 
Buhastis in her divine feline image the cat The 
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adoralion paid to them is nowhere more deeply felt 
thah at Memphis. They are revered, cherished, 
laid served with every delicacy; if ack they are 
tended with the greatest care ; and when dead, the 
naembers of the whole family shave their heads, wear 
mourning, and suffer the most extreme grief; em- 
balming the sacred animal, and burying it at Pou- 
bastis, the chosen temple of the shame-faced ^^ god- 
dess, oftentimes with most extravagant luxury. 
What then was the horror and rage of Theutres^, 
a leather^seller of the Quarter Memnones, adjoining 
the range of the White Quarter, returning to his 
home, to find his goddess^ Bubasds writhing upon 
a pike, and the unhappy shape of Betis retreating 
swiftly away to the adjoining palace, the residence 
of Rameses. Furious at the sight, the wretched 
Memphian would scarcely believe his eyes; but too 
true was the fact, and the infuriate votary Theutres 
knew not which first to attend to, his dying deity, 
or the vile impious assassin. Fortunately for Betas, 
the increasing struggles of the expiring animal de- 
tained for a few minutes the agonized Theutres till 
life was extinct ; when, seizing the javelin, with the 
transfixed cat on its barb, he rushed through the 
streets, calling on the citizens to revenge the insult 
on their gods, perpetrated by an outcast and a fo^ 
reign slave. Too soon the act itself, heightened by 
an association in idea with their detested enemies, 
with a race so deservedly odious at Memphisf, ex- 
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cited a tumult beyond even Rameaes' power to quell. 
What could not be put down he wisely set himself 
to allay ; the parties were patiently heard^ their ac- 
cusations recorded, their officers and themselves left 
at liberty to explore Memphis for the criminal, the 
palace being first previously searched* In fact, Ra- 
meses was sufficioitly provoked to have insured 
Betis a severe correction, had not chance thus hurried 
him from the scene of his disgrace : yet the incident 
itself^ stripped of the loaded depositions and exag- 
gerated statements of the Memphians, was not so 
aggravated^ and might be construed into an efibrt 
to save the animal; for it was thus it occurred. 
Unlucky Betis, strolling through the street, full of 
frolic and mischief, perceived the moon-eyed animal 
at an open casement of the dwelling of Theutres. 
Fed to the height of luxury, and fretful by in- 
dulgence, the animal was spreading her large eyes 
to their full size, which appearance attracting the 
reverential notice of her votary a soldier, fixed his 
devotional feelings as he was passing by, who, with 
repeated genuflexions, was honouring his symbol 
deity. Betis, standing behind him as he passed, 
caught the eye of the cat, at the moment of the ex- 
pansion and contraction^ of its pupil, and was so 
disposed to ridicule the scene, that, holding up a 
small shrew mouse he had in his charge to bear to 
a friend, a worshipper of that class of animal, Bu- 
bastis instantly roused herself for a spring. Awaie 
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of bis imprudeiioe and bis dai^^, from one dass of 
votiuy or the other, in the fatal issue to ^Uier deity, 
be Bmed the lance of the kneelmg worshipper, when 
the divine cat, far too heavy to draw back from her 
intended qfning, and too intent to catch her fii- 
vourite food, leaped off to be received upon die pcixA 
of the spear, which was in fact wamkigly extended 
to prevent her movement To place the BpeeoTf so 
garnished, into the humble suppliant's hands, and 
hasten off, was the prudent intention and ^ort of 
Betis ; but the adorer of the goddess Bubastis, 
howev^ devoted to the cat, thought also bis life 
worth preserving, and that being thus found would 
ensure his death ; and h&ng by hr the nimblest of 
the two, he had effectually got out of aght and 
distance ere the bereaved Theutres returned in 
time to see and ascertain the culprit. All Memphis 
rung with this daring act, and indeed was as much 
moved as at the seditious attempt g£ the Palli* 
The youthful governor allayed the heat by a jii- 
didous promise c£ condign punishm^it after the 
whole case was examined, if such was merited, by 
the next day. The city was somewhat appeased, 
however, to learn that the atrocious criminal was 
marched against the Palli as a true Egyptian, in- 
stead of bong one of that hated race* Another day 
passed ov^ with its assuaging dekty, and another 
saw the irritation subsiding among the hi^ly in« 
flamed dtizens, as a statement averred^ upon At 
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individuaTs sacred oath by the dread Onris of Fhil», 
that the spear was extended as a guard to the great 
goddess Athribis, in her shrew mouse, when Typhon 
must have wroii^t the dreadful catastrophe. The 
timely application to Theutres of a compounding 
sum, and a favourite cat from a royal race, further 
softened matters. Still Betis had a heavy responsi- 
bility hanging over him; and so great was the 
public exasperation, that nothing but the universal 
favour and esteem for Rameses, and the high splen- 
dour of his character, could have sustained him 
through so eventful a crisis. 

To Nitocris, as well as to the hero, the hours of 
suspense, for the fate of a faithful adherent, had 
been extremely anxious. Aware of the devotion and 
national fondness for the sacred animals, they felt 
the indiscretion of Betis the more strongly, as their 
innate humanity and tenderness of heart would not 
for a moment allow of the surrender of an aged 
slave to tortures and to certain death, so surely 
awuting his offence against the feline deity. Betis, 
however, was preserved by his absence, and with the 
r^forcements under Myris reached the Egyptian 
camp just as appearances betokened a battle of 
greats importance, to which the last engagement 
was but an angry prelude. Sabacon, impetuous 
and elated, proud of his influence among the troops, 
was with great difficulty rekned in by the experience 
o£ Souchisi while the arrival of Myris had oommuni- 
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cated no small joy to the army, as betokening a 
prudence and vigour unusual in Amenophis. 

It was therefore evidently impossible much longer 
for Souchis to delay a combat, which was the de- 
sire of the whole army, urged onward by Bocchoris 
and Sabacon. The reinforcement of troops being 
led by a tried friend of the family of Sosis, they 
were attached to the quarters pf Sabacon; and 
Betis, notwithstanding his earnest entreaties, as well 
as solemn promises of caution, if he might be per- 
mitted to become an attendant on Myris, was, by 
the express orders of Bameses, placed under the 
command and near the person of his brother, and 
the motive of this order was the suspicion otherwise 
implied in a slave of his family being engaged out 
of his patron'*s service, as well as the necessity of 
checking the levity of Betis. It was highly pro- 
pitious indeed for him that Sabacon'*s engagements 
precluded him, however, the leisure to think on Betis, 
whose well known partiality to his brother would 
otherwise have rendered him an object of severe sus- 
picion. Whatever were Betis^s faults^ wapt of dis- 
cernment formed not one of them, and he soon saw 
cause for the keenest observation and watqhfulness 
into the conduct and plans of Sabacon and his ad- 
herents, who made no secret of their hatred of the 
ffllken court favourite, as Barneses was termed, or of 
th&r resolves against his person and safety, should 
he ever join the anny. 
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Neva: having himself known any trait (^Barneses 
but those of perfection and of excellence, he with 
difficulty controlled his feelings, and listened to those 
schemes which were discussed, without caution, in 
the presence of apparently a contemptible old slave. 
Proud, and confident of success, aware of his father's 
great age^ it was the chief view and aim of Sabacon 
to get the command of Egypt^s armies, ere court 
favour, as he conceived, might bring Rameses for- 
ward as his rival. Thus he was prepared to effect 
any object agiunst his brother, and to dare any peril 
against the enemy, under the full confidence which 
his youthful ardour and boldness gave him. How- 
ever dangerous the experiment, Betis found an op- 
portunity to communicate to Myris his observations 
and knowledge of the feelings entertained toward 
his patron and preserver, which deeply wounded 
his generous heart, so devoted to Rameses. At this 
moment, however, all matters revolved around the 
great event drawing onwardj which might decide 
the fate of Egypt. 

Salatis and his generals were all persons of deep 
experience, and fertile in stratagems of war. Salatis, 
bloody and fierce, had held his Egyptian foes too 
cheap, and hence the late severe check he expe- 
rienced. With a commander^s eye he now exa- 
mined the plain before them: from the Nile the 
Felusiac branch flowed in a north-western course, 
the canal of the kings in a ^uth-west course, fonq- 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



188 RAM£S£S. 

ing a triangle, the base of which was occupied by 
his widely-spreading encampment If therefore he 
could by his measures gain a decuave advantage, 
the Egyptian army, having the Nile in its rear, 
were placed in a perilous sitaaUon. The ground 
before them was a smooth and naked plain, occa- 
sionally near the Salt Lake interspersed with shrubs 
and bushes. This suggested an idea which he con- 
cealed until the eve of battle. Knowing that as in 
the sand ridge ambuscades may be su^iected, yet 
in a pliun, open apparently to the eye, dangers are 
rarely anticipated; the night preceding the morn on 
which he determined to bring on a battle, he selected 
a thousand horse and foot, in dark skin cuirass and 
caps, and strictly charing them to lie concealed, 
distributed them throughout the plain, on the skirts 
of which the contest would take place. As soon as 
the day dawned, large bodies of horse were seen pro- 
voking the Egyptians to the combat, which, urged 
on by Sabacon, they did not decline. Their army, 
consisting mainly of foot, armed with long bucklers 
and javeUns, had on their wings the horse and war- 
chariots, under the command of Sabacon. The left 
was suppoiled by Myris. Salatis had drawn up 
his army in masses, with alternate bands of spear- 
men, in which skill the Palli eminently excelled 
and were superior. The battle, begun with ardour, 
was evidently against the Eg3rptians, from the flights 
of javelins which poured destruction on their ranks, 
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and from which their bucklers could not protect 
them, transfixed through the arms, or any open 
part, with unerring um. Desperate at their loss, 
Sabacon made so impetuous a charge, as completely 
routed the wing opposed to his chariots ; his track 
truly traced itself in blood. Invincible from his 
courage and strength, hand to hand he struck a 
terror through the whole line ; and had prudence 
directed his returning steps upon the centre, wherein 
Salatis and his guards were conspicuous, Egypt 
might have triumphed ; but led on by his natural 
ardour, he chased his flying foes too far frtim the 
field. No sooner, however, was the storm passed 
onward, than Salatis, too wise to suffer such an op- 
portunity to pass, closed with his whole force on 
the Egyptians, weakened by the want of Sabacon^s 
chariots and horse. Oppressed on all sides, they 
sustained a most unequal fight ; when his numerous 
bands massed in a large body, penetrating the Egyp-^ 
tian centre, the noble Souchis fell under their swords. 
An instant rout would have followed, had not the 
daring of Myris, in spite of every disaster, kept up 
for a time the flag^ng spirits of his army. Sedng 
Bocchoris on the point of being transfixed with a 
spear, by one blow he severed the hand grasping 
the weapon, and cutting his way to the very centre, 
was near the spot where Souchis fell; when the 
sudden appearance and hostile charge of the con- 
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oealed troops, from the bushes skirting the scene of 
action, added a terror and panic no efforts could 
check. The field became a sc^ie of slaughter ; and 
the remnant of the Egyptian forces, flying to the 
Nile, would have been immediately destroyed, but 
for the return of the hitherto victorious and im- 
prudent Sabacon. He, returning too late from hi& 
pursuit, saw his fatal error* To plunge instantly 
into the thickest of his foes was his instantaneous 
act, and Salatis narrowly escaped the impetuous 
charge. With a great loss he cut his way through, 
and joined the routed flying Egyptians, who, 
Strengthened by his presence, were too formidable 
to be incautiously pursued furtlier. Satisfied with 
the glories of his decisive victory, Salatb took pos- 
session of the Egjrptian camp, and proceeded to ar- 
range and prepare his troops to consummate in the 
moming^s dawn the destruction of the discomfited 
remuns of the once flourishing Egjrptian army. 

How agonized was the mind of Sabacon, fallen 
from his proiid height, and seeing the ruin and 
danger impending over his country! Knowing, 
however, that nothing but the darkness of night 
saved their disorganised ranks from instant destruc- 
tion, he urged onward each moment the formaticm 
of rafts, which might assist their escape across the 
Nile. Thar fires were kept burning around, to 
conceal their purpose ; and as morning saw Salatis 
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advance, thirsting to destroy them, the remaing of 
the Egyptian force appeared ranged on the opposite 
shore, prepared to dispute his passage. 

Well might the fatal district of Aouara be deemed 
in Egypt^s annals the residence of Typhon^ the au- 
thor of evil and doer of evil, as it had been the re- 
fuge and abode of her first enemies of the Fallic 
race, and was now the spot whence they reappeared, 
as from the Arabian desert, and spread themselves 
over her fertile lands. The dty of Aouara, rich in 
ornaments of sculpture and curious monolithic^ 
shrines (one of the grandest of which was sculptured 
with the divine forms of Osiris, Isis, and Horus, in 
peculiar beauty), was immediately occupied by the 
Palli, who, by this victory, opened themselves a way 
to the Nile and the richest provinces of Egypt. 

While Sabacon, in hb mind a prey to every 
passion of rage and revenge, watched the opposite 
banks, instant expresses communicated the disastrous 
and adverse news to Amenophis, who, alarmed and 
imbecile, was for immediately retreating from the 
Thebaide, without considering on the safety or 
welfare of his kingdom. The next morning saw^ 
him precipitately ascend the Nile, directing Soms to 
act as the emergency best required : Rameses he 
commanded not to leave Memphis^ but in great 
extremity. In this posture of affairs^ collecting all 
the troops that could be brought together, the ve- 
nerable Sosis, with his heart torn wijdi anxiety, but 
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his demeflDour and port in public firm and serene, 
proceeded to Poubasti, the most important dty 
of Lower Egjrpt, whence he might assist hb son, 
and protect the kingdom. The meeting between 
Sabacon and his father was far different from that 
which Rameses had ever experienced, and the con- 
trast of his brother's undimmed renown was a canker 
deeper than all his other sufferings. The army, re- 
duced to a third of its strength, was deprived also 
of its bravest and oldest commanders : thene evils 
the troops brought by Sosis somewhat remedied. 
Two attempts to pass the Nile had been prevented 
by the vi^lance and fiirious valour of Sabacon; 
and Sosis yet trusted, by a timely mixture o£ pru- 
dence and valour, and concentrating the strength 
of Lower Egypt, that he might avert from his loved 
country the horrors of captivity. The city of Pou- 
basti, or Boubastis, was the remdence of Sosis. The 
prindpal temple is remarkable for its purity (^ele- 
gance, and the fine proportions of its architecture. 
A canal flowed entirdy round it, bordered by um- 
brageous palms and trees ; and walls sculptured with 
hieroglyphics enclosed this sacred place. Crosang 
a bridge in front, a long row of tre^s, to the east, led 
to the temple of Thoth. At the great festival^ of 
Boubastis in this captal yearly, more than seven 
hundred thousand persons are oflen present; and 
the canals and the river Nile become covered with 
barks, decorated, and resounding with music. The 
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deity here worshipped is the goddess Artemis^ or 
Bubastis, under her symbol of the cat, which were 
here especially held sacred, and when dead, were 
embalmed and deposited with funereal pomp. This 
vast city was thronged with troops, to whom its ex- 
tended accommodations for the sacred festivals be- 
came highly useful; and here evidently now was 
contained the flower of the Egyptian armies, the 
last hope of her state. 

While the reverses in Lower Egjrpt thus carried 
sorrow and dismay to the heart of Rameses, the de- 
parture of Amenophis, and the approaching se- 
paration from Nitocris, were calculated to aggravate 
his trials. Phritiphanes, who hoped, through the 
counsels and energy of Saptha, to impart some gleam 
of resolution and firmness into her royal consort, 
urged her departure for Thebes, to which capital 
he also would repair in her txami thus the two 
beings most indissolubly formed for each other, and 
every day more united in heart and feeUng, saw 
themselves again on the point of being separated 
under circumstances of peculiar trial, and of most 
uncertmn duration. 
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BOOK IX. 



ARGUMENT. 



Fhrit^»hanet> hofong to influence the mind of Amenophis 
to bolder councils^ summons the queen and Rameses to 
Thebes. — Their converse. — The king, naturally imbecile, 
is inclined to relinquish Egypt to his enemies, without a 
blow, influenced by an ancient oracle; but, urged by the 
queei^ lie conaents to await the issue of another batde^ 
privately, however, preparing for his flight. — He sends an 
embassy to the oracle of Buto ; also despatches Rameses 
upon the like business to the Hermaic PiDars. — The Co- 
lossi of Memnon apostrophized. — The recesses of the Me- 
pnonian pile and mystic caves of Hermes described. — 
Their auguries, and the catastrophe threatened by the ap- 
pearance of a raven lighting on the Memnon. — Rameses 
appeases the growing commotion of the Memnones; and 
appriied of the critical situation of his father Sosb and 
the Egyptian army, he hastens to return to Thebes. 

How finely blended are the lights and shades of 
human life ! and how strikingly are we led onward, 
by their varied hues, to pursue the chase of hope; 
supporting ourselves agaiust the future by some 
&nded present object, which, even in the very in- 
stant we cUng to it, we know to be a species of self- 
delusion. Thus Rameses and Nitocris, both fully 
taught to know each other's worth, and prizing no 
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eahiiiy object so dbarly as the cfaHhii dfihdr poller 
of joint communion, when bh the ete of being torn 
asunder, bj each having paramount duties to per- 
form, ^hen the distressing events undiei* which these 
duties controlled their destiny w^te fully M[)preciated 
by th^in, yet in an Unexpteted and accidbntdl event 
which kept them together fbr a few fleetihg days, 
each mutually derived as exquisite a j^tiflciliiott fis 
if this propitious assimilation of duty wds illlthUtible. 
It had, however, tlhexpiectedly aricleb frdtii de^teheil 
frbmSoeis; whose experi^nee of hid ^vt^iga*h tr^- 
nesd ims grounded on hid ititirtiat^ knowledge of hid 
fchdtaeter, and whb f^lt ihb imnjense itnpcJn^ce of 
hliS iriilitarjr positibn, and his ari*ay of tt&dps, b^itig 
fully supported and supplied elt a crisis When, plated 
in front of a p6#kfnl and victorious ^etnf, hh 
ne^ed dl the physical strength and powet of the 
kingdotn. Sosis, therefore, directed Rames^s io tiek 
the quefen, aind with a splendid esfcort to acdotn^)any 
het tb Thebes. Phritiphctnes, with Nitcicrig, had 
dtiaviJHfigly employed every feffort to assuage thfe 
uneasinessr dridf distress Mt hf SaptHa(, at a de- 
sertibn s6 ominOus as tiht adopted by th'fe fears of 
her dbnsort^ at a peridd most critical : somewhat 
reanint^te^ at length from his exho^tt^on^, &nd 
placing her hopes in thelf iliiiited influence, she cffti- 
barked oh board a f Oyal barg^, attendW vKih ^6^*14 
riianned WitH giiai^ds, ^d e^brtefl bjr Hamei^eS, ib 
asfcend *e Ntl6. The hours of the p^sagfe ^kiti 

o2 
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^ven by the queen and priest to these conmdera- 
tions^ growing out of impending danger ; while the 
attached and anxious lovers felt painfully alive to 
their own peculiar atuation. Rameses fully ac- 
quainted her he most loved with the hatred of Saba- 
con^ atid the cause of its rise ; with the augury, and 
the bond which events placed him under, of devoting 
himself, and all his hopes, to Egypt's cause. Mourn- 
fully taking her hand, as she reclined on the carved 
stem, he smd, ^Although my heart bleeds as I 
make the resolve, and speak the words, yet who 
would so shrink from an union attained by the de- 
sertion of duty as Nitocris ? Called to the post of 
danger, I must overcome it, or perish : until, there- 
fore, Egypt has vanquished her foes, I am en- 
thralled in bonds more firm than adamant ; yet, 
amid the presence of storms, of public dangers, and 
the bitterness of brotherly estrangement, withhold 
not from my sinking heart the healing balm of your 
sympathy and love. Methinks the knowledge that 
I participate in your thoughts would convert the 
camp and sandy plains into scenes of beauty.' 

With eyes of melting softness, as if rejecting the 
powers of her s^lf-renunciation, Nitocris whispered, 
< Why, Rameses, droop, lyhen the prize presents 
itself to you, and is no less than the acquisition of 
immortal renown? What is the pride of life, the 
state of man, in prosperous fortune, firm as he deems 
himself.'^ A shadow passing by throws to the ground 
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joy*s baseless fabric! In adversity comes Malice 
with a sponge moistened in gall, and, however bright 
his conduct, wipes each beauteous character away. 
To few the gods vouchsafe the glorious privilege of 
securing all the attributes of fame, without an earthly 
stain or tarnish. Why then regret the bright re- 
finer^s fire, the test of difficulty and of danger, 
whereby true solid worth alone is known? Let in- 
ferior minds sink down at failure of their earth-bom 
hopes; but let us rest our trust in that far brighter 
part, that bums most radiantly when skies most 
lour; as the medicinal balms exude their fragrance 
most when they are most bruised.'* 

Delighted, Rameses listened with rapture to the 
sweet admonitory words which flowed from coral 
lips^ that rendered their pure counsel dearer than 
rubies or the finest gold. He hinted to her, how- 
ever, with saddened tone, of the possible occurrence 
of the kingdom's overthrow, and of his fall ; for too 
firmly he resolved never to endure his country's ruin ; 
although the state so hollow seemed (a monarch 
abandoning his throne; a people rich, luxurious, 
and disunited; the enemy warlike and formidable); 
he felt the destinies were forging heavy fetters 
far the land. * One part of Wisdom's task, my 
Rameses,^ she said, * is not to open any page of 
Nature's book which she herself involves in dark- 
ness. As yet Egypt is safe, and Sosis and his sons, 
my father, and the worthiest of the land, support 
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hear 4«Btini» Why then perpkx ourselves wit^ 
obamctera wt fram^ in earthly mould, nor ac- 
qesaible tp earthly spirits? VoK myself, linked tg^ 
Saptha> fate, because in h^r is Egypt's hope, I 
sh^ abide the chi^nces of lijG? c(r ^ath ; and only 
I»»y that Rameses Qiay n^vert 9ever mj^ benj^th 
]^ high ^pp.^. Success oi^ ^angfr> Mw^ ^J{ 
ocqiiquest, pomes not by oiyr ^^pr^e ; but the willi^ 
q^ind, the he^ ductile tq ^<^w oply t];ath and 
virtue, clings to the yotjary. of tl)ie gofils ; to him who, 
as my noble, generous^ and d^voj^d initiati, has 
tasted of the secret springs of mysteries, and 
triumphed in thenu' 

Thus ^e night, serene and calm, passed by in 
^ager converse: the gleamiii^ crescent of bright Ids, 
and her spangled, train* faded beneath the spreading 
gloria of the sun, which, arising in his might, found 
them ^till cQnver^i?^ saddened at the ^OQm of 
]^g]rptV destini^Sf but composed and graceful to, the 
ei:eat Au^or of th9^ resplendent glories which the 
bright iMmin^ displayed arouDd^ Re&eshed by 
s^ort r^ppse^ a cooferen^ y^fi^ joined by a^ ; and 
dpey were prepOTPg.plfWiis^fjnd coijinsek fo^ tl^e new 
ppsjture o^ #airs, ^J!?\en thjey fppnd Ameijiopbis in 
S9)litude at the palace of G(abu. They fpunfl the 
Ipng dejected, for the oracle at Buto had given an 
obscure response, that ^ Amenophis only could to 
Amenophis give rep]y.' This obscure and perplex- 
ing answer awakening all his doubts and terrpins, re- 
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fefence had been made by Tarcos to the sacred a,n^ 
nak, wherein was a recorded prophecy of a^pred^ 
oesBor, an ancient monarch of the Pharaohs^ named 
Amcnophis, who had ruled in Egypt^ and by his 
ODiirage had expelled the spoilers of the land; 
which traditaoa in^ the annals declared, that at a^ 
fiiture tbar these FaHic enemies would adrance^^ 
and conquer Egypt Ibr a term of yema. This r^ 
eord, whidi^ aml^uoudy couched, was now drawn 
finrth to add its weight to present dangers^ bAkjt 
hitherto negleqted httn among the kingdom's annals ; 
it however spell-bound Amenophis, who seemed dis- 
posed, without awaiting the various prospects of suc- 
cess, to fly into Ethiopia, taking with him his art»y, 
the sacred animals^ and priests. 

BmA was the frame of mind under which his 
queen and chief advisers found him« To Amenophte 
it was all ivt vain to urge the oUcertiun tenoUr of 
such vague expreseionsy perhaps ]!^ced by treachery 
among the kingcbm^s laws. Their counsels were too 
little eoageniali to the king's mii^d to admit of his 
fiivourably receiving the interpretiations suggested by 
eourage and sound judgment, although mantfestiy 
tfiose which honour and true spirit should have supw 
]^ied' to a monarch whereon to found a gknious and 
magnanimous decision. The queen at diis crisis^, 
shaking 08 her yielding habits and i^tiiing views, 
deelared die could not leave the noble land which 
struggled for its libar^^ while one man was found 
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to draw the sword. Supported by Phritiphanes, 
Rameses, and others^ in vain was every eflbrt made 
to awaken an interest to his throne and state by ap- 
peals of his child's welfare : all failed to exdte in the 
royal mind one congenial spark. Urged on by 
highly heated sentiments and feelings, by conviction 
of the utter ruin following timid pusillanimous coun- 
cils, the queen vowed '^^ ' by the tomb of dead Oaris 
of Philfls,^ gi^eat god of Egypt, as she was Egypt's 
queen, to knit her life and safety to its fortunes, 
and never forsake the state while hope remained. 

The solemn adjuration made, the unhappy queen 
found she had added yet another link to the stem 
chain of destiny which fate was winding around her ; 
for the monarch still appeared unmoved to all but 
what he had gathered from the oracle. At length, 
as a last concesaon, he condescended to await the 
tidings of the ,next approaching engagement, and 
to suspend until that crisis all mention of his pro- 
ject ; commanding, however, Phritiphanes to collect 
without delay tiie sacred animals and the deities at 
Thebes, as if in honour of a high important fes- 
tival ; and also to provide for future exigency. To 
Rameses he delegated powers uncontrolled and ab- 
solute over the realm by his sacred signet, to draw 
together all the strength of the Theban monarchy, 
and encamp them on the famed Memnonian plain : 
there, before the majestic statues of the great pair, 
the statues revered of sacred mystic power, the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



RAMESES. 201 

troops would encamp ready and in attendance, wait- 
ing his personal command. To Rameses^ in private 
conference, he further delegated a special mission 
to the high priest Tarcos, resident in Memnon's 
fane; directing him to search the magical and sa- 
cred books *°* of Hermes, if haply they referred in 
prophecy to those most awful times. 

Scarcely had Rameses with anguish bowed sub- 
misfflon to an order which^ when dangers threatened, 
and his heart burned to fly to. battle, thus further 
occuped his precious moments, and carried him 
away from the scene of war ; he had just retired 
within the chamber of the noble gateway of the pa- 
vilion, when, unannounced, old Betis stood before 
him. The despatches which he brought spoke of 
preparations, of threatening demonstrations of the 
foe, of the increa^ng need of reinforcements, also 
of the king supporting the public energy by great 
example ; and urged Rameses to strain every nerve 
for troops to be ready to descend the Nile upon a 
sudden message. On Myris it commented in eager 
eulogium; Sabacon also had shone in desperate 
valour ; but no meed of regulated wisdom or ex- 
perience accompanied his name, as Betis, the hasty 
despatches expressed, ^ would suj^ly what time 
could not be found to write.^ The part supplied 
was indeed important. Sabacon, supported by Boc- 
choris, and other fiery spirits, had greatly curtailed 
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hia paient^B authcority and rule, and disorganized 
aQ ibe army : but for the wise and dignified sup- 
port of Myris, his influence would hivve ceased. 
IXreafibng the consequence of his rash de^ns, So^s 
urged the arrival of Rameses as sooa as he could 
kave the cotu^t, with whatever aid was ready. Mean- 
time he should strive ta avoid a battle. 

Betis had not ouich trouUe i& reacquiring the 
^vour and forgiveness of a soul, pkcable and tuned 
as that of Rameses, who eagerly incj^ired of his 
iuthful adherent all the truths — truth which was 
deeply fraught with danger. Its details ended, Ra» 
meses acq^iainted the grat^l servant of his house 
with his design of instantly repairing to gtea^ Me* 
nmon's faiie> to search the Hermaic books.. ^ De^ 
pend that you will find what these you seeV was 
Betls's diacp reply. ^ What, is youc meaning R 
what can you know of things, holy as tlieseP-*- 
< Holy or unholy, ii needa no. oxsade to; tell: a kkig 
what he wishes,; nor Hermes, godi of cnaft, to^ direct 
him, who^ to his owa mind, has a refiige m front 
•and a sword behind. To be short, Amenc^his is 
already resolved to fly to quieter lands than: Egypt 
i$, likely to be ; and the books, may be consulted^ 
Vttt none will be believed contrary to^his own. washes* 
TSiJ^&me^i however, cannot enliven the king with 
hi« wi^dom^ he has, I tr^st, not laid aaideMs^ohann^ 
ipg. wwd f^x the fiurest pajr in B^pt. He i& wiser 
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ia my ^yea than the general race of Egypf s deities, 
for thus bringing together, by his wisdom and skill, 
two beauts SQ formed to honour his assiduities.'* 

To> the old man's hints of the privilege he had 
enjoyed of ^e Mr Nitocris's society, Rameses turned 
a ml^nX bu^ not ungralified attention, imd com- 
mwded his attendance in the excursion to the 
MeoQQonian plaia* He left Habu while darkness 
yel covered the earth, that he might pay his vows 
1^ the colo^al Memnon^^ statue as the sun arose; 
and if ausfacious, ^fecetvethe vocal testimony of the 
gQd> Th^y travelled rapidly ^hither, and traversed 
th^e thick wopd of Acanthus, which on the approach 
&om Medinet Habu encircled these striking won- 
ders; and emergiag^ from which, Rameses stood 
gazing with profound attention on those prodigious 
atatues, quaking,, in, their august charac^r, of times 
Qf the most xemote hoary antiquity. Whoever 
fbun^ these vast '"^statues, perfectly knew the key 
to the heart; and instead of creating attitude or 
action^ which would;CQnvey human ideas and assoda^ 
ti^to the 4gure, he has achieved simply an austere 
n^numenjtal character, suited to a divinity, eternal 
imd impassive. 3^t^ upon a cube^ in. its squane 
oontaining a symbpl pf high mystery, its posiitic^ 
10 repose— it is power — iA is pauser-rit is refleotioii 
-r-it wins more and moi^ upcm the soul, in uniscm 
with its prodigiptia bidk; until bringing ourselves 
t9 it^ \m^ ap4 comparing, ovv pigmy form. with, its 
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immense proportions, we exclaim, * It is Nature.' 
These vast colossal deities are the types of eternal 
Nature, and partakers of its sublimity. Nature, 
at first, neither strikes us, nor dazzles — we efxclaim 
against its dulness, its vacuity, when from the 
puerile turmoils of life we are suddenly placed aknie, 
and in her presence; but when we arrange our 
thoughts, and light up our conceptions with the 
pure fire from her altar, then we percdve her 
mighty arm creating ^^ the sun, and the moon, and 
the planets, all moving in their spheres in harmony ; 
we trace the great plastic artificer, bringing forth 
each moment, in the air, in the earth, the waters, 
even under our feet, millions of bursting germs of 
life and vital breath, all that e^sts. Can this be so- 
litude, be silence? ^ No, great Power,' the lips of 
Rameses were uttering loud, as speech came to aid 
his labouring thoughts thus flowing forttf before 
the vast colossus; when at this moment, bright, 
majestic, and burning, the sun uplifted his orb 
above the ^J^bian chain, and poured his flood of 
radiance on the images he loved; which instan- 
taneously with vibrating tones and chords of re- 
sponse resounding to the enraptured ears and pal- 
pitating heart of Rameses, gave propitious greeting 
frmn the Memnonian deity. The scene and the 
impression made were alike exhilarating and grate-* 
ful, and gladly Rameses welcomed the augury ; it 
was therefore with impatience that he awaited the 
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notice from the superb fane of Memnon adjoining, 
that the priests would accompany him to the ce- 
lebrated Hermiuc pillars; whereon, sculptured in 
sacred hieroglyphic characters, are preserved those 
genuine records of primeval wisdom, which under 
the names of Hermes, Trisme^stus, and of Thoth, 
condense the science and acquirements of the first 
ancestors of the human race; — so excellent that 
every language and country have* preserved the 
traditions and record of thdr existence. 

The Memnonian temple is, perhaps, the most 
splendid of all the wonders of 'Egypt ; but gladly as 
Rameses would have examined all its wonders and 
vast labyrinthine passages, his heart was too full to 
sufier any intruding thought but that of the religious 
ceremony awaiting him, and for which the priests 
attended him in the grand hypostyle hall, whence 
they proceeded to the mystic caves underneath the 
vaults of the building, which contained the celebrated 
pillars. Two priests with incense censers preceding 
the hero to the fane, they entered a gateway deco- 
rated with sculptures and a colossus that astonished 
the wondering gaze of the hero as he contemplated 
its figure of mightier ^^ proportions even than the 
impressive figures of the plain. Hence anolki^ 
gateway opened to a peristyle court, adorned with 
two statues of surprising grandeur, but, in fact, 
only half the size of the Memnoni. 

These splendid statues quitted, behold another 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a06 RAME8E8. 

peristyte, wholly surrounded in all its rangte with 
double rows of caryatide pillars^ wherein were seated 
two other colossi : all these wear the same austere, 
yet settled smile, which i^proaches so closely to men- 
tal conception, that the rapt votary interprets their 
intellectual expression precisely in the train of ima- 
ginatioti wherein his own feelings run ; so genuinely 
has the sculptor preserved the dignity of abstract 
thought. — Gateways of black granite give a deep 
and aw^l character to the Approach which they pre- 
sent, through portals twenty cubits ^^ in height, into 
a hall cff mighty columns^ wherein in solemn silence 
were radged the silered priests. They motioned td 
Barneses to repose on a vacant cubic ^eat, and in- 
stantly rivcfted their attention upon various mystic 
drcles and %ures displayed before them. 

After a considarable lapse of time, a pHest in- 
timated to Barneses that the signs betokened the 
hour of constiltation to have arrived^ afnd the holy 
cavern was open to his appea}^ as a being sacred tmd 
honoured by the gods^ fronf^ his hiitiatidn in Uie 
mysteries ; and he was requested to retire and pre^ 
pare for the entrance to the cave, by robing himself 
in the sfdendid and initiatory habSiihents,asnothiDg 
unconsecrate diares tb perietrkte die most sacred 
adytum. Thus adorned, Ramedes^ preceded by 
the priestSj was led through a Uack gateway, alonj^ 
a vast succesfflon of slantii^ corridors, and pasia^es^ 
and haUs^ diq>laying the most refined i^mboSza- 
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tions and paintiogs of marvellous freshness. The 
first series betokened the stage of man putting 
down his life — mere mortal animal life — imd en-^ 
tering again the womb of all — the grave, or earth. 
Other chambers typified in scarabees, lotos, and the 
mystic snake, the reproduction of the fleshly form 
and life revived, — the torch inverted, and torch 
erect of flame, with ablutions and sacrificial rites^ 
were depicted on the walls and chambers of pure 
white around, in these various signs, speaking of 
privileges sacred, and a purified mind acquired* 
Lastly, the starry zodiacs and deities announced 
the sacred progress perfect and comjdete; then 
followed the deep and daunting horrors of the 
caverns, of mystic caves unhewn, and shrouded in 
darkness; wandering among them, they kept deepest 
silence^ and in awe passed a sepulchral chamber 
lighted by a lamp, displaying the embidnied and 
tauric fi^rms of Apis and great Mnefvis. The 
forms revealed were stiU shrouded in deep ob* 
scurity, seen by the glimmering of a sepnlchrar 
lamp. Stopping, at length, before a chasm ; a priest 
struck on a plate of bronze with golden rod, and 
echoes as thunder deep and solemn rolled along^ 
these dusky terrible abodes of powers superhnmati ! 
Afiber a moment's panto, two doors slowly recoiled, 
and a vault, splencBdly and brilliantly shining, daz- 
aded their aching m^. Pilkors &r as the eye 
could stretch tapered to the rooky rvtof, decked out 
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with lamps, and on each side leading to distant 
caves, their sides buried in thick darkness. In the 
centre of these blazing columns was a vast space^ 
wherein arose four mysterious** columns, graven in 
characters of primeval time, containing wisdom's 
chcncest secrets — a perennial fount of knowledge, 
known only to the priesthood, and by them dis- 
pensed in scanty rills unto the eminently sage and 
grave inquirer. Here stand recorded those grand 
astronomic truths, which declare the catastrophes 
and history of nature, — not the short-lived tenure 
of a ^ngle kingdom's fate, but of worlds entire ! 
and these pillars, stretching downward to the firm 
rock, are on a base of adamant so indestructible, 
that they have withstood the strongest shocks of 
ruin ; — the earthquake's violence — the elements' most 
furious commotions — ^the horrors of dissolving na- 
ture, even when an universal deluge overspread 
this great terraqueous globe. Here sate four sacred 
thoths, or scribes, prepared to make a transcript 
of those truths which might in favour to mankind 
be vouchsafed as a boon to issue forth from these 
enlightened sculptures. 

After a solemn pause, thdr attention riveted on 
the extraordinary sight of a stranger's presence, 
Rameses declared, * Great Amenophis is oppressed 
with sad forebodings. A prophecy proclaims his 
kingdom's ruin! Has great Hermes, in his uni- 
versal knowledge, aught revealed ?' Instantly, the 
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priests refefred to certain papyri and signs, then^ 
turning to the pillars, marked a mystic line of 
hieroglyphics. These being traced by the fourth 
scribe, whose province is the inferior range of sub- 
lunary things, their kingdoms^ turmoils, wars, and 
horrors, he with a golden rod struck on a ring^ at 
the slight touch, most thrilling sounds rang round the 
cave, and an appearance shonefora moment only,6een 
in the darkness of a cave which fronted Barneses. 

This sudden vision distinctly depicted to bis eager 
eyes the Memnonian plain and great colossi he 
had lefl without; and a distant voice declared in 
harmonious accents to his startled ear, ^Seek 
there, and learn great Memnon*s will.' This most 
ambiguous reference considerably agitated Barneses, 
who would jojrfully have hailed any augury which 
tended to revive the already drooping nerves of 
Amenophis; but this further obscurity, also in- 
volving his existence with that of some mysterious 
appearance on the statue, greatly distressed him, 
inasmuch as he felt the present crisis to be in the 
highest degree important to his country. 

During the ceremonies practised in thecaverns,and 
the delays arising from the extremely reluctant man*- 
ner in which any response was made, the hours of 
the day had rapidly flown by, bringing on the season 
of twilight; when Bameses, accompanied by Betis 
and his train, again issued on the plain and drew 
near the awful colossi. Around them, and in front 
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of the magnificent Memnomuni) were scattered nu- 
merous parties and groupes of Egyptians, attracted 
nd less by the sanctity of the revered statues than 
by the notice of the embassy, and idso the highly 
important character and interest which Rameses 
bad universally associated #]th his person. Be- 
gardless of the assemblage and all external cir- 
cumstances, Rameses* drew near the figures, which 
began now to be somewhat enveloped in shade, sod 
it was with great awe that his mind testified to an 
extraordinary change which apparently had taken 
place since the morning : then they utter^ music, and 
smiled apparently with propitious and genial r^ards, 
-~ihey were radiant with sun and light : now, wrapt 
in the duskiness of night, their vast bulk threw a deep 
shadow around them, and their whole contour and 
expression were highly frowning and terrific, im- 
pressing a supernatural horror upon the whole scene. 
Rameses felt an involuntary shiver oyer hb 
frame as he contemplated these venerable forms, 
types of great Nature, formed in the earth's youth, 
and embodjring the sublime allegc»7 of its symbol 
of the deity. Standing before them and con- 
templating their figure, awaiting some event; Ra- 
meses thought how many ages have passed by since 
these were called into being, and erected here, the 
astonishment and wonder oC the universe ; and so 
indestructible their forms, that thousands of years, 
while they chip and eat away the sharp angles of thrir 
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ferms, leave, however, the truly sdidaad expressive 
images the same in character and awfiil graudwir. 

< It has been said, and currently testified hy the 
priests, what now my eyes can endoiceaBd^ witness^ 
that these great images of the solar disatty, grieving 
to lose his beams, assume the sondore tints of gloom 
and regret, as the sun sinks beneadi the bonBcm/ 
Thus musmg, and receiving additional fbelingar e£ 
sadness; the impressions of tlieir ferms and the oon*- 
templation of them which Rameses persevered in, aug^ 
mented his suspense as he watched for the auguvy ; 
when the rushing o[ wings in the air calfed forth 
die wonder and amazement of aU around, and espe- 
cially of Rameses; and a cdd tremor crept over 
him, as he beheld wheeling in circles around, an omi- 
nous raven, which fixed on the head of theMemnon 
directly fronting htm, and b^an its death-portend- 
ing croak. His mind depressed by the cavernous 
darkness, and foreseeing the effect of the portent on 
the pusillanimous king, Barneses gazed upon the 
unpropidous bird, and the cirowds who with awe 
gathered instantly around, ptY)eIaiiHed that some 
great event was on the eve of completion — that 
the raven of Memnon had reappeared; for many 
years had passed since the annual appearianee of 
the ravens ^<^ said to cleanse the space of groand 
around his tomb alway at a stated day, sufering 
neither shrubs nor weeds to grow there, and af- 
terward watering it with their wings, which they 
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dipped in the river Nik, to honour Memnon ! Now 
this mysterious appearance filled every spectator with 
wonder; the sacred scribe was instantly summoned 
to pay divine honours to the symbolized god ; and 
as he aj^roached, the moon, emerging from the 
Libyan chain, shot a ray directly on that part of the 
base of the sculptured cube whereon the colossus was 
seated, so distinctly, as to call forth every eager 
attrition and gaze on the symbols thus lighted up. 
After a profound prostradon, the scribe comparing 
the hieroglyphic characters, read distinctly re^ 
vealed the monogram of ^ Amenophis^ on its po- 
lished surface. What could these signs betoken, 
but that the raven of great Memnon brought to 
Amenophis that fate and message of death on 
which they yearly visited this awful spot? Thus 
then was every sinister presage made most alarming 
and complete. The declaration was inscribed on 
the papyrus tablet, and delivered to Rameses. As 
he received the fatal scroll he turned with a deep 
sigh to Betis, who had stood behind him during the 
whole event, which had passed with die rapidity of 
a dream. By the expression of his oountenaoce, 
wherein terror and a certain tinge of humour strug- 
gled together, he saw that something lurked within 
his mind beyond the mere ordinary play of his 
ima^native faculties ; but deeply dreading what it 
might lead to, if incautiously it were opposed to 
the highly wrought feelings of the crowds around. 
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he gave the signal for Beds and his train to follow, 
when, to his amazement and horror, he beheld Betis 
as if by an effort rousing himself to place his all, 
his existence upon a die, and muttering, ^ it must be 
80,^ calmly draw near the cube and whbde a note, 
at which the raven instantly putting on die saga- 
<jous look with which these birds recognise a well 
known voice, uttered a long gratulatory croak, de- 
scended on his arm, and returned his caresses. The 
recognition evinced was quite lost on the astonished 
and enraged multitude, through the exasperation 
and horror which they felt at this familiarity. But it 
is time to explain the cause of this bold step of the 
unlucky Betis. Fond to an extreme of animals, and 
highly sagacious in attracting their regards and cul- 
tivating their dormant powers, during the long 
reddence of his patron, the noble So^, at Thebes, 
Betis had most usually amused his caustic and lively 
humour in watching the votaries to the statues, and 
their devoted lylcnration. The account of the at- 
tentive ravens yearly visiting the tomb of Memnon 
liad excited his derision ; which, while he dared hot 
to express openly, he had contrived a way of effect- 
ing, through a mode uniting together his natural 
vein of humour and his love of animals. Strolling 
one morning very early through the acanthus grove, 
he saw something fluttering before him, which he 
perceived to be a very young raven, whose wing 
was materially injured: taldng the bird in his 
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bosom, he bore it to the palace, where, by his at- 
tention, be healed the wing, and attached the bird 
laoBt dosdy to him. His next step was to accustom 
it to fly and carry at his will, carefully suiting his 
times so as not to offend the highly vindictive fed- 
tags of the Meainones. So apt was his schdar the 
tAvtn in assuming the attitudes taught by Betis, 
from the hieroglyphic symbols, that in die mock 
obeisance of the master ftnd Ihe assumed dignity scad 
port of the bird, no one cduld fail to trace the 
sittiric vein which the dave in^lged, in thus co^ 
pying a practice his tone of mind and habits of 
thought ricficuled and defused. By degrees he 
had bfougfat the bird so perfect, that whenever he 
repaired to his favourite haunt in the Memnonian 
gro^e the bird would resort thither, and as soon 
as his quick and piercing sight recognised Betis, he 
would ali^t and welcome him. 

Upon their departure ircnn Thebes, his favourite 
was 1^ in charge of a domestic of the house ac- 
quainted with its qualities and its master's lessons. 
It haiipened that, during the dbsence €( Rameses at 
the Memnomum, an express arrived at the palmse 
from the Delta; and the messenger's progress to its 
distant walls being a journey of considerable delay, 
he had commissioned a domestic of Sosis, who was 
on the mar^n of the Nile, instantly to forward, by 
the most expeditious and prompt mode, the billet he 
delivered, intimating also that he had a similar one 
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for the palace, where he expected to meet Rameses. 
The domestic considering that Betis's messenger, 
who daily had borne messages to him without a 
single failure, would accomplish the flight with his 
rapid wing in as many minutes as a messenger 
would ^require hours to perform it, from the im- 
maase circuit of Thebes in her walls and streets; 
be enwrapt the note, as usual, under the wing, and 
despatched the feathered messenger, who in most 
eventful time skirting the grove, and finding it de- 
serted, and instantly espying the great assemblage in 
the plain, came unobserved over the crowd, wherein 
directly recognising his favourite master fronting 
the image, he thus perched on the only possible 
spot to attract his regard. But how describe 'the 
horrors of Betis, when, by the movements and tones 
<rf his raven, he saw the tremendous peril of their 
acquaintance, their mimickry, and imitative tricks, 
likely to be laid open ; when, from the state of his 
master'^s feeCngs and heart, he perceived the most 
unexpected and paramount as wdl as inddible im- 
portance tikely to result from his ill-fated association. 
A thousand curses he inwardly vented upon thef poor 
raven and his own folly ; but taken by surprise, 
every moment increasing the accidental results, he 
was usable to decide what to do, and was bereft 
of all biB judgment and usual presence of mind: 
in real truth, any portion of either would have little 
avuled; for the bystanders would have felt ac- 
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tuated only by their full stream of mythological 
auguries and dreadful predictions, and the raven ^'^ 
would on no account or by any signal have sus- 
pended his attitudes, so dexterously taught and 
lavishly praised upon other occanons. As if to 
drive him to frenzy, the pleased bird uttered more 
than his usual quantity of tones of delij^t ; and 
to what point this exhibition might have endured 
cannot be surmised, had not Betis, whose mind, 
somewhat recovering, began to ponder how the bird 
could reach the scene, or by what misadventure it 
was led hither, surmised some part of the truth. 
By the same moon which acddentally but fatally 
illumined the speck of the seat of the god inscribed 
to Amenophis, the raven also, in one of his flutter- 
ings, showed to the keen eye of Betis something 
light coloured on the sable wing of his mess^dger. 
Thrown off all guard, and urged on to desperation 
by the agitation of the surprise, he instinctively 
took the only way to end his suspense, by summon-^ 
ing his companion in the usual call ; for which act 
he narrowly escaped being stoned to death. The 
shouts and clamours of the crowd, thdr fierce at- 
tack and desperate bowlings, were all unheeded by 
Barneses, when Betis, bending on one knee, pre- 
sented to his gaze a short scroll couched in these 
words : * May the gods protect Egypt in the hour 
now come, which decides her fate ! Leave Thebes in- 
stantly ; stop only to take your guards from Mem* 
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phis, and be at Poubasti with the most rapid de- 
spatch : and may the god of light ^ve speed and 
safety, as his beams spread radiance and happiness 
on the earth !^ 

Incensed at the new broil, yet unaware how it 
was connected with this all-important scroll, Ra^ 
meses, for ah instant, revolved by what means to 
extricate his offending slave and perhaps even him- 
self, in the hour of rage ibr their insulted deity, 
from the infuriate Memnones. His retinue was 
dender, and evidently unable to cope with them ; 
nor indeed, had it been more numerous, would 
he have admitted of opposing force and causing 
bloodshed. In one instant he commanded the litter 
borne as a mark of his rank to be set down; a 
scarlet cloak was thrown over it:-— quickly springing 
on its elevation, he threw his arms open, claiming, 
by voice and gesture, alence and attention. Even 
the savi^ animals, whose instinct revels in blood, 
would have obeyed the charmed accents that spoke 
from a form the most interesting and noble. The 
moon, now hij^ in heaven, shed from her bright 
face a flood of radiance ; it streamed around Ra- 
m^ses, as he stood conspicuous to the whole plain* 
His form^ elegant and dignified, was clothed by the 
ample robe of white byssus which flowed around 
him, the border the richest purple, embossed with 
hieroglyphic symbols in jewels; a belt graven 
with the sacred hieroglyphic monogram in jewels ; 
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the band with saered aspic diadem; and the full 
nedclace and tzamid bracelets, shone and dazzled 
by their lustre; while to the youthful grace and 
bold figure of the hero, his firm collected mind 
shining in a brow elevated and fiinb-r^eyes that 
sparkled with intelligence, and Iq)s and voice gra- 
dousness and melody, were thus added the sanctity 
attached to the holy emblems of bis initiate cha- 
racter — the splendour of bis appearance, and the 
impressive melancholy of bis gestures, suspended 
every angry passion, every infbriate purpose; and 
the whdb crowd around, forgetting their rage, low- 
ered their weapons and menadng clubs, and waited 
his addressing them ; seeming sui^nded on his ac- 
cents, as Orpheus has been depicted surrounded by 
wild beasts and monsters, holding them enchained 
in rapture by the wonders of his voice and lyre. 
Perhaps neither Orpheus nor any elder favourite of 
the gods shone forth in bright^ splendour of fair 
virtue^s beams, than did this youthfiil patriot imd 
heh) : — ' My friends,' he moumfiilly spoke, * sent 
by the king in honour to your great deity and 
iftrine, I sought responses; and the gods have in 
'dMr wonted manner, by obscure but striking pre- 
**ges, evolved what is their will !•— The InJy Her- 
maic pillars, seen by none but those most privileged 
eyes who read the hieroglyphics without veils, re- 
ferred us to this awful form, and vouchsafed us no 
reply ! — See how brightly now the great protectress 
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of our land, Isis divine, ^eds her heavenly radiance 
on this form majestic : I came before it bending in 
<kep awe and sorrow for my country^s £ite, when 
the sacred raven symbol came and rested on its 
head, and a beam from yon queen of night shot 
to that mystic cube ; then horror fell on me, de- 
ducing plainly that evil — alas ! death itself, even as 
the sable raven perched on the head, the crown 
of dignity of Memnon, hovered also over the 
head of our great monarch Amenophis— -too clearly 
manifested in the succeeding moment, by the hea- 
venly beam shining on the hieroglyphic name of 
Am^iophis. Thus was my heart bowed down l^ 
grief, when my slave, not actuated by self-will, but 
doubtless prompted by an impulse of the god,- al- 
lures this evil unpropitious messenger into his arms, 
and underneath his wing finds, mysteriously con- 
veyed, this striking billet: (here Rameses read his 
fitther's note.) What then do I gather hence ? but 
that these enemies, which threaten Amenophis, 
threaten, as the raven signified, also the gods — that 
as the slave takes off the evil sjnnbol, so he designs 
and typifies my calling, declar^ fi^rthwitb within this 
iHllet, to step forth and save the gods and the king 
from evil and misfortune; and as my father was 
unconscious, when he wrote his note, of where and 
in whose awfiil presence I should read it; solacceft 
his^ solemn invocation to the s(dar god — whose im- 
pressive form is now before us, to shine and prosper all 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2a& JAMESES. 

my toils and efforts for your safety ! Keep these 
angry fedings and these weapons for our enemies; 
and know, Egyptian countrymen, Memnones ! ere 
the sun, even dread Osiris, circles thrice these 
holy deities in his diurnal course, I will have per- 
formed, achieved this augury ; I will have poured 
f<Mrth the fierce invaders^ blood in streams of libadon 
to these our injured, and now frowning gods ; or my 
own, now rushing through my heart, shall flow in 
your defence on Egypt's soil !* 

Soft as the mu^c of the race of bees, when in the 
summer's heat their swarms fly forth ; murmuring 
deep applause, the multitude stood awe-struck 
round, until the priests, clad in their robes, ih&r 
lamps burning odorous gums, and attendants bear- 
ing two holy shrines, advanced before the great co- 
lossi of the plain. Then the multitude, whose arms 
were brandished in fierce Tengeance,quickly lowered 
them in still silence and mute submissiota, expresdng 
only devotion. Arranging themselves around the 
statues and in front of Rameses, who still stood on 
the scarlet litter as on a throne^ the priests en- 
circled him, and softly then commenced a sacred 
hymn, imploring on the warrior and on th&r coun- 
try their gods' protection. While the crowd all 
bowed in awe around, the radiant moon spread her 
mild beams, ^vering every grove and tree, and all 
the mighty porticos and pillars of the fane, and the 
dread forms. A few minutes held their rites, wheq. 
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amid their solemn vows and lowly homage, Barneses 
and suite withdrew to greet the monarch, anxiously 
awidting his return ; while glad yet humbled Betis 
more than ever felt in hb inmost feelings most 
deeply grateful to his great and wise deliverer. 
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BOOK X. 



ARGUMENT. 

Rameses separates from Phritiphanes and Athor. — His part- 
iog with Nitocris, and assuming the warrior's garh. — He de- 
scends in haste to his father's assistance at Pouhastis. — 
He arriyes with the flotilla at the moment that the Nile 
is covered with the forces of Salatis crossing the river : he 
overwhelms them with his galleys^ and saves the Egyptian 
forces. — The anger and envy of Sahacon at the brilliant 
success of his brother^ and the machinations of himself 
and Bocchoris against his person. — ^Rameses^ while me- 
ditating a brilliant exploit for his brother^ is entrapped^ 
and plunged into a sepulchral cave. — Salatis^ attacking the 
Egyptian army when in confusion &om their loss of Ra- 
meses^ attains a decisive victory^ and Sosis falls in the 
combat. 



Fbom the Memnonian plain, with a mind torn by 
anxiety, Rameses hastened to the palace at Habu, 
which was in great agitation at the despatches re- 
ceived. Phritiphanes alone, amid the Egyptian 
counsellors, presei^ecUiis mind unmoved. Aware 
of the approaching storm, and through the faithful 
Athor fully informed of all the intentions and views 
of the Palli leaders, he never disguised the danger ; 
and now his predictions were on the eve of realiza- 
tion, he calmly looked on upon the storm, and met 
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its results with unshaken fordtade. Aware of the 
pre-eminent importance of full and accurate in- 
formation, Athor during the whole of the late 
events had fixed himself at Poubasti, or at Athribis, 
and other towns of the Sebennetic name^ carefully 
detachmg himself from Mizraim acquaintance, and 
resuming his eastern characteristic garb, whereby 
he bad gained the most useful intelligence, Miz- 
raim and Sosis being the great object of his heart : 
for to Sosis he owed more than life ; it was tenderness, 
and judgment to value his native worth, and mag- 
nanimity to acknowledge it, although inherent in a 
captive, and of a race usually exciting the most un- 
relenting hatred. Many concurring circumstances 
had rendered all Athor's term of years a species 
of servitude to the will of others. Athor felt him- 
self in fact as well as heart Egjrptian, his mother 
being a Mizraim woman : but in his tender youth, 
his father resuming habits of war and plunder on 
his mother^s death, attached himself unto a band 
which from the Arabian Desert hung on the pro* 
vinces, which they ravaged and devastated. Living^ 
only by the sword, and conducting a predatory 
war on the confines of Egypt, he had never known 
the ties of country; for his father perished early 
in battle, and he, a tender youth, was transferred ta 
a patron, harsh and tyrannical, yet brave and blood- 
thirsty — a person little adapted to win on the re- 
flective and noble-minded Athor, who united to 
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a heart wann with every tide of human benevolence, 
great love toward his spedes, and intellectual tones 
of thought de^ly tinged with future views. These 
principles had been early implanted within him by 
a venerable priest, who noticing with the keenness 
of his sacred practice the incidents revolving, had 
perceived a germ of character capable of high de- 
velopement. He also ima^ned, that the scarabic 
auguries led to portents of a destiny of importance. 
Revolving his mixed claims, the priest the more 
ardently desired to lay a groundwork of Mizraim 
faith, that might detach him &om his father's 
friends, should adverse circumstances again bring 
them upon the lands of Egypt. Hence he en- 
grafted, unknown to the parents, almost to the 
youth himself, the roots of the hieralphic symbols and 
sacerdotal character, with prepossessions of esteem 
toward the peculiar qualities of EgypCs race and 
deities. In a character less powerfully constructed 
than his, th^e first traces of mental growth, these 
tender lineaments of future strength, would have 
faded away before the rude shock and change which 
followed on his mother's death, and his own sojourn 
amid a rough and lawless yet brave and daring 
band, for the trials he here endured were, to a mind 
like his, dreadful, and the period from boyhood to 
the man, a series of suffering. Brave and much en- 
during in habit, he saw these qualities enlisted only 
for rapine. Every sword was against him and his 
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fdlowers; misery followed their steps and curses 
their course. Always in motion, — ^now on the sum- 
mit of successful plunder, now entrapped by the 
wiles of revenge, — such were the scenes of the dis- 
turbed times which hung over Arabia and Egypt 
through the dawn of Athor's life. The great 
vicissitudes he had experienced made him look on 
life as a mere game : who wins or loses, must in the 
Egjrptian doctrine of the grave suffer an award at 
last ; and so ends the play, as far as concerns suc- 
cess, but not ais to future estimation. To follow 
therefore the impulses within, as he felt their 
mighty and glowing conceptions come over his soul, 
was Athor^s first desire ; but how was such desire 
bruised and wounded by a series of robber's deeds, 
wherein the defenceless and unarmed citizens were 
the principal sufferers ! While his ardent mind 
hung thus suspended between the remorse of such 
evil deedsj and a desire of something better, an effort 
made by Spsis to protect his province from their 
ruinous incursions put into his power the chief per- 
som of the barid, who, in pursuance to the rigid laws 
against the desolating bands of border robbers, suf- 
fered death; but the noble and fearless aspect of 
Athor pleaded for him, and he was exempted from 
his apparently inevitable fate to enter the family of 
Sosis, wherein he saw the precepts practised which 
bis busy throbbing heart had always idolized, and 
henceforth he devoted his whole faculties to bis 
VOL. I. Q 
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iioUe patron; and his fortunes now invdving also 
ihoBt of Egypt, became on every account most 
dear to and revered by hhn. 

In this most dreadful crias, to keep abof from 
all Eg3rptian eyes, and, mixing with the numerous 
Fsllic population left by the indiscretion of Ame* 
nc^his mingled in the towns and dties of Egypt, 
to trace the dangers, and turn them aside from po- 
pular explonon, was Athc»r'& chief endeavour ; and 
having acquired the favour ci Phritipbanes, and 
the key and cypher of the Hieralpha^'S or sacred 
hieroglyphic characters, from liis previous education 
indiildhood, he was thus enabled in short sentences 
to embody any leading intelligence without the least 
dianoe of deteeuon, and the priests instantly posted 
it to the desired end with the utmost celerity. 
Thus Sosis had been enaUed to conduct many 
hazardous ent^rises to success, and thus to acquire 
the information upon which his last deq>atch was 
grounded. Sons, experienced and sagadous, having 
collected a very respectable force^ and strictly 
guarded the Nile from the attempts of Salatis, would 
gladly have influenced events so as to protract 
the war and avoid a great battle, wherein he feared 
the sup^ior prowess and tactics of his enemy. 
Having, throu^ Athor and his other emissaries, 
secret means of fadioming their plans, he by a variety 
of wiles defeated their attempts, drcumvented their 
«trati^;ems, and prepared his troops (or more ar* 
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duou8 enterpises. Salatis^ sanguine and impetuous, 
flaw his host rafndly mouldering away vnder the 
judicious plan of Soeis ; but as the hidden springs 
were unknown to the fiery Sa][>aoDn, so was the 
eaution and prudence of his parent despised and 
derided. Early tanned for excellence and pre- 
enunence, had he'only practised die h^ lesson of 
Si3f-gov0cnnienit, I^ the violence of his passions, 
those qualities whiph would have made him great 
and saved ,his country, became the fiital means of 
plun^ng Egypt and himself into an abyss of mis- 
fortunes. ^ 

During the eve of these plans, idl leading to de- 
cisive results^ Rameses, on his appearanee before 
the. king, found that, thje unfavourable auguries 
badal^ady been communicated to his ears. Evil 
tidings fly swiftly, 4md wheaihe tumult had com- 
menced,, some idle.Thefaa^s hastened into .Thebes, 
communicating that Memnoaihe god, as^a rar&if 
had marked the speedy death, .of Amenophis, and 
also that a sudden funous sedition! of the Mem- 
nones had destroyed . Bamefes and .his . retinue. 
The alarms Jiad scarcely rung thnmgh the pakuce, 
and those .most inteasasted in the intelligence had 
aonrcely gathered round the. monavcfa, thus every 
way distressed, when the gateways, opeinng, en- 
drcled with loud sounds of joy,-^th aport ma- 
jestic and (commanding, iowing from a heart di- 
lating to fulfil its. macked and siost important 

q2 
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destiny, resplendent in the successful dress of the 
initiation, Rameses entered the presence. Accus- 
tomed as Amenophis, Saptha, the sacred priests 
and sages around, were to earthly grandeur in its 
h^hest brilliancy, they all involuntarily were struck 
with admiration at the impressive character which 
shone around him. Animated with the high feeU 
ings his heart had glowed with as he addressed the 
Memnones, taking up his pledge, ready to M£l 
it to the last drop of his blood, hb spirit found 
within itself a recoil and sublime spring of action 
equal to any trial ; and the time elapsed in the 
short progress to the palace had so wholly diffused 
these inspiriting sensations upon his countenance 
that he appeared more as if empowered to direct 
destiny, than as the resigned and passive i^ent of 
great Osiris's will. To the monarch he communi- 
cated every turn the auguries had taken, and com- 
pletely overcame the ^mster feelings already in 
possession of his heart 

So admirably did he delineate, and with such a 
tide and flow of eloquence pour £orih the claims of 
Mizraim's warriors for energetic aid, that Phriti- 
phanes and the aged counseUcnrs listened in silent 
admiration; and Amenophis, gathering a spark 
from the flame of his bright patriotic devotion, 
gave him anew the power to comoiand < the co» 
operation of all the lower Egypt to his purpose. 

The war. galleys were instantly manned, and a few 
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hours saw the ardent Rameses on the Nile; But 
how passed the few precedii^ moments with Nito^ 
^is, whom he found in an apartment adjoimng 
Saptha's? Here reclining, dressed in a white and 
degaxit robe fringed with purple, a purple bandeau 
round her ivory brow, and purple cincture round 
her waist, herself paler than the robe she wore, 
disbelieving yet fearing the sad rumour from the 
Memnonium,— the appearance of Rameses, and 
the grandeur of his dress, and animated gestures, 
strikingly contrasted themselves with the drooping 
form of Nitocris^ as the sacred lily of the Nile, 
bending its beauteous head surcharged with dew. 
One tender embrace fate vouchsafed them, mingling 
their hearts in transport, pure and unalloyed from 
every thought of care, before she dashed their cup 
of bliss with the bitterest gall. Gazing with de- 
light upon his brilliant form, * My noble initiate ! 
welcome to my heart,' she exclaimed, ^ bright and 
perfect as the god whose symbols adorn your per- 
son. Whence the danger which these Thebans 
brought to frighten Thebes ?'— then in a lower and 
impresnve accent added, 'and desolate my heart!' 
Rameses then succmctly related the adventure of 
Betis and the raven, and the welcome augury his 
mind had been impelled by some god to draw from 
it : ' But let us not waste these most important in- 
stants,* he said, * from imi^nary dangers of such 
xftUde as the Memnones. I feel that I go to great 
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and imminent'dai^rs; but, mf Nitocris, your f^ 
th^, mj Idi^, country, and gods, dre calls ibai 
baobh front m^ every care, save only the thou^ 
df you ! This mystic ring, given in aight of Typhon 
in the dreadful cave, inscribed with sacred eharfuy 
ters, of azure metal, tempered in the holy stt^eams 
that flow from founts of sacred Nik, possessng a 
hijgh and charmed virtue, vrear on your finger"^ 
whence the Wartn Mood leads to the heart; there 
let its genile pressure answer to its tfarobis for this 
faith, the perfect pledge of tfeVer ending love ; the 
whole siirrender of the heart it typifies, Whidb lives 
in Rameses* In ev^y care^ and ei^ery woe, in 
every triumph, in all my joys, the form and virtues 
cf my Nitocris will come like the* joyfiil and re- 
freshing galei^, which brought sweet ease and peace 
to my tried and fsunting soul, beset in Typhon's 
caveT 

He paused for Nitocris (Who, bending on his 
arm, could otily answer by a pressure thrilling 
through his heart) ; her eye spoke agotiy,' while 
her features wore a settled fixfed hnpression, as of 
to alabaster form. < If success should crown my 
arm,Vhe continued, < we soon shall meet again; if 
not, then let us nobly bear what fatede<a«s.; In 
Athor you may fully confide ; and if S;^^ does 
not wholly peridi, we through the pQjSrt^may^ still 
communicate Ourplahs; Yours'I jdbffe i6t nk: 
I know diey lead td danger. Tliere al<Hi« my heart 
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is vulnerable ; there it bleeds, and would rebel : but 
great Osiris has so filled it with hope, that I can 
put even thee into his hands !^ 

The reference to herself gave the noble mind 
of Nitocris powers of re-action, meana of utter- 
ance, which, while Rameses alone was present to 
her mind, were utterly denied her tongue, Kitoeris 
cast her fiill and melting eyes upon him— ^^ Noble 
Rameses,' she sofUy sighed, ^ true emanation of those 
beings who have immortal essence, andare bodnteous 
unto an, — ^how easy, nay delightful were my tarir^ 
if by the laying down this little boon of life I had 
the power to win the safety and the peace of yours j 
It is the war, the enemy, a brother's hate, which 
rings in my ears, and saddens my heart with fore- 
bodings of evil : but let me not distress my hero^ 
whose lofty mind ever ^ves a ray of its 6wn bright- 
ness to my poor cowering energies. For me, my 
Rameses, fear nought: a father^s eye and hand 
will guard me, and armed with no mean powers. 
The queen, high-minded, trusts to influence her 
lord to nobler deeds, and I support her. That 
fate cannot be hard for Egyptfs subject, which is 
partaken also by great Egypt's queen. Amenophis's 
indecisipn, leaving all to be directed by the stream 
of drcimaf^^ce, j^ves great uneaaness; but my 
fkther lui% j^nvened the priests, commanding them 
to be^i^^i^^ and alert in all their nomes. The 
secret pas^iiges iure rendered more nnpervious; and 
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Sraendis at the Labyrinth, and Tarcos in the Mem- 
nonium, vrsat his orders. All the southern govern- 
ments to Ethiopia are in movement, despatching 
their troops and barges to the Memnonian plain ; 
so that in either case the court will be fully pre- 
pared. Fear not for me. In you alone I brighten and 
expand, and look up to Egypt*s safety ; and thus 
plight my faith to Egypt's future great deliverer!' 

As these words passed the lips of Nitocris, the 
inspiritmg sounds of martial instruments gave an 
auspicious omen, and also that the troops were em- 
barking, and the barges ready. ^My Nitocris,' 
said Rameses, with a deep blush suffusing all his 
countenance, ' you must take charge of these most 
precious and most cherished gems, types of suc- 
cess ; they came not dearer to ^my heart than the 
charmed accents of my loved Nitocris' glad welcome 
from the darksome caves ! I go to change them 
for the warrior's garb.' Passing into his chambers, 
he had a brief but highly important interview with 
Phritiphanes, who warned him again to keep apart 
his tent and guards from Sabacon, and arranged a 
system of their secret correspondence, then clasped 
him in his arms, and with deep solemnity bestowed 
his blessing on him. 

His youthful form was now clothed in the tight 
vestments of the coloured dyes — crimson, ydlow, 
and white, which sat close on his figure. His cuirass, 
quilted strong, and embossed with splendid rivets, 
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enclosed within its coverture a texture of bronze 
net finer than hairs, so close and strong, as gave 
security against the arrow's force. A casque of 
bronze, covered with a sheet of brilliant azure, had 
in its front a sun emer^ng from a purple cloud, 
the emblem of £gypt'*s hope : a buckler, wide and 
long, covered his manly form : a baldrich, stiff with 
embroideries, displayed his mystic hieroglyphic mo- 
nogram, encircled with the emblem of eternity 
fronted by two sacred aspics, blazing with gems, 
the bright prize and emblem of initiation : a sword 
broad and sharp was also keen and dazzling bright 
as it hung in its golden scabbard; and a power- 
ful dagger, the hilt displaying a bear fretting in 
gold^*', and threatening with his daws, symbols of 
Fapriinis Mars, the god of war. A bow of massy 
^ze and power he walked with, and casqued quiver 
of bright arrows sounding at his back, completed 
hb array; and as he strode into the hall, where' 
Nitocris awaited for her last farewell, his form and 
port had even acquired fresh dignity by the ex- 
change of dress. The glittering robes he lately 
wore were placed beside her, and seemed already 
to divide her thoughts with him. Both great of 
purpose, dignified in mind, their inmost thoughts 
already freely exchanged, trifled not the precious 
mcHnents; but in one strained embrace they took 
their final parting, nor trusted either to the voice 
to say ^Heaven speed!' The mating lustre of 
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dieir eyes bent on each other, as Rameses in deep 
ttlence slowly withdrew, kept to the utmost pcnnt 
of distance the full and exquisite participation of 
their refined and noble spirits in one long, ex- 
pressive, soul-absorlnng gaze. 

Passing from the portals amid the clang of cym* 
bals and loud munc, Barneses embarked, and swiftly 
floated down the stream. For many a mile on 
ather bank^ stretched far along die nightly gleam 
of lights, illumimng the halls and palaces of Thebes. 
As long as eye could catdi the slightest gEmmer 
of her quivering fires, his eager regards were riveted 
upon her site; and long after darkness usurped 
the part of the horizon wh^re her lustre shone, his 
eye, gazing on the dark gloom^ tried in the shoot- 
ing stars to image out great 1%ebes>-— fbr there 
was Nitocrisl 

Resting upon the gilded prow of the war galley, 
lie gazed upon the azure vault, now gennned with 
stars, and as bright iSrius shone, he thdugbt; ^ how 
wonderful this texture grand of Eaarth and Heaven, 
wherein these mighty orbs are hung! how ages 
after ages have they rolled along, presentbg to the 
rapt and care-wcnm heart the trust that they are 
portals to some rest divine; some mighty temple, 
built by Phthah, the demiurg^c^'^ architect, wherein 
this busrjr throbbmg inmate now within me may 
find repose! How strangdy opposite to manVt vi- 
cissitudes, and daily chance and change, flows, forth 
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the heavtenly acfaeme — ^vast and immutable, dis^ 
played in these most wondrous orbs ! They make 
no pause, they meet no alterations ; silent and dow 
but stedfdst and everlasting, they roll in their 
mystic round; sure pledges, that man, however 
now the sport of fickle fortune, changeful rnuta^ 
tions, and tranident sunshine, shall, if his sprit 
quail not, soar, ^^^ with the intellect which scans 
these luminous orbs, into their heavenly sphere, 
^>artake their eternal course, and shine in all their 
radiance/ Thus finding in the pure prescriptive 
law of moral good written within, some shining 
sparks of brightness not all lost or tarnished by 
man's fatal fall, Rameses deduced the vein of 
solemn consolation, which every endeavour, how- 
ever humble, to approach the source divine will 
always find. 

The night, solemn and dark and still, at length 
wore away, and day, such as breaks in the morning 
sides of eastern lands, burst forth around. They 
met no pause or circumstance, till great Memphis, 
seated on the waters, received them, whose vast 
population lined the shores, attracted there by the 
Sounding instruments of the troops and vessels of 
Rameses their governor. All the guards were in- 
stantly embarked; a faithful officer also was de- 
Sfiatched to guard most strictly the important for- 
tress of Padma Mandir. The city regulated by 
the strictest orders, all arhtttg^d with skilful dr- 
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cumspecdon, and with steady speed; Rameses, 
strengthened by a powerful flotilla fix)m the Mem- 
phian ports and islands, impressed with presa^ 
of something important impending over Egypt, re- 
solved to make ik> further delay, but hasten every 
means to reach Poubastis. The day, which worei 
along its weary hours, allowed not a moment's rest; 
his anxious heart revolved within its pause a thou- 
sand fearful things; even Betis saw the moment 
was not now to urge his usual modes of cheerful 
principle of action : for feelings too d^p and im- 
minent for any lesser quality than the stem pur- 
pose of great deeds and actions to control hung 
over Rameses, and evidenced how busy was the 
world of thoughts within* The only pause of rest- 
lessness and care was when the clashing cymbals 
and loud pealing instruments bade the evening, 
farewell to the setting sun : then Rameses, with a 
look and eye of fire gazing upon his »nking beams, 
breathed forth * Farewell ! farewell, great orb ! 
and ere thy burning course again comes on us, and 
thy morning beams salute my eyes, these arms, 
and this my sword will, I hope, begin their work !' 
Onward they descend, and all the silent night by 
imperative command the soldiers rested ; but as the 
quickening fur revealed the hour of midnight past, 
and nature from her heaving bosom breathed forth 
the gales of freshness and <^ mom, Rameses, full 
araied, had them *arrayed : then, strict silence (NT- 
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deredy he adjured them to comport themselves like 
men, as Egyptians, for their country's sake. His 
appeal was answered by a hand from all upUfled to 
the sky, as in solemn adjuration ; and in a moment 
came upon the air a clash of pealing arms^ — then 
sunk away in sombre silence. The troops in awe 
grasped instantly their swords, and soon with noises, 
and murmurs deep, and floating distant sounds, the 
air was loaded. They approached the city of Pou* 
bastis, and some great event most manifi^tly was 
preparing its development 

Rameses, pacing the deck with rapid steps, 
gave every order — * if they found the river thick 
of floats and troops, without one moment's pause 
to dash among themf and his bright gleaming 
sword whirling aloft to' aid the order, it caught as it 
beat the air the morning beams, which gave it all the 
lightning's blaze. Onward impetuously the rowers 
urge the vessels' rapid flight; the clamours tod 
clangors redouble ; the sun comes forth arrayed in 
strength to run his course, as if to view th^ con- 
test, and shining out in heavenly brightness rolled 
the gray mists away just as the armament of Ra^ 
meses, with Egypt's banners streaming* from his 
manned vessels, entered the confluence ^^^ of the 
waters of the Nile. Before their eyes the city of 
Poubastis, on a vast range of shore, spread ample 
.and wide before them; showing the temples of 
.its great goddess and of Vulcan, with their pon- 
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derous portioos and obdidcs. On the left flowed on 
lapidlj the Tanitiqoe branch of the Nile. Oa the 
right, the vast Pelunac branch, and in the lieb 
pnrrinee between these streans were Egypt's troops 
headed bjSabaoon and Bocchoris, controlled by 
Soas^ coundU. Below the ci^ and its district, a 
most important post, the wise and yalirndt If yris 
guarded the ^res. But along the immense £s- 
trict of Aouara swarmed, the myriads ol the Pallie 
host: numerous as locusts in their destructi¥e 
swarms, their armed bands glittered farther than 
the eye could reach. The riv«r already was as a 
field of battle, so thickly sown with floats, and 
rafts, and glittering arms, in numerous lines, striving 
to cross the Pelu«ac branch ; another body bent 
their course toward Poubasti, so that neither Sosis 
nor Myris knew each other's situation, or could 
send succours from their much threatened post. 
Shouts and mingled noises of triumph and of death 
arose, as thousands strove to gain and to defend 
the banks. Salatis and all the dliiefs were on the 
borders urging on ,their troops, many of whom had 
giuned the opposite shores, and were momentarily 
increa»ng and contending with the Egyjidans led 
on by Sabaoon. 

The battle, raged with deadly fury, and the 
thousands on the stream advanced to j<nn their 
comrades. Saiatis, with Rhapses, Si^is, Chel^^ 
and a numerous trMn, was on the eve of st^ 
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ping on a decorated raft, when the sounds of war* 
like instruments and shouts beard amid the battlers 
rage directed their attention and that of both the 
armies to the impetuous approach of Rameses. He 
leading his vessels stood conspicuous, and dadied 
so violently among the throi^ of. troops, with the 
impetus <^ the rowers' utmost strength^ aided by 
the current, that, ere the smallest effi>rt €ould be 
made, he sunk the foremost raft crowded with 
troops, who appeared for a moment struggling on 
the waters, and imploring help,, then, encumbered 
with their arms, for ever sunk : the next raft re- 
ceiTed the shodc, which mei^;ed a numb^ of its 
warlike load, and the next galley^s focce bore her 
down also; and the fleet forcmg a way even into 
the midst of the hostile craft, the loaded Nile was 
choked with carcasses of the dead and djring, imd 
their floating arms and fragments of the war. The 
imequal coptest was kept up for some time with the 
tafts nearest the Sebennetic shore ; but unprepared 
for this attack, they all perished or fled* Those rafts 
nearest the shore drew up within the cover of the 
troops, and speedily relanded all their forces. Sa- 
lads foamed with rage, thus to witness his troops* 
overthrow and slaughtar, and a signal victory ra- 
vished from his gra^ ; while cries and groans a»^ 
nouneed the total ruin of those bands, who, having 
gained the opposite hanks, were left thus defence* 
less by thw comrades^ retreat, and sow foil undeir 
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the merciless and exterminating arm of Sabacon. 
Rameses, pointing his sword stained and crimson, 
directed his soldiers' strenuous endeavours to where 
resistance yet languished, until the last spark was 
quenched and all was subdued. He was at this 
moment contemplating the dismal wrecks of pocH* 
mortal nature, as the dead and mangled forms 
floated around the vessel^s sides, or near the banks ; 
when a trait of Betis, evincing his humanity, inter- 
twined his rugged yet benevolent character closer to 
his kindly regards. A warrior ^^^ of the Falli, one 
who was plunged into the Nile by the shock of the 
vessel of Rameses, on emer^ng grasped a splinter 
of the broken float, and thus supported himsdf on 
the waters nearing the shore. He escaped the con- 
tact of the battle's rage; but now at length seen by 
all the hostile vessel's crew, he formed a certain 
point for the arrow's barb, and soon was destined to 
he made their mark. Bending their bows, two arrows 
whbtled past him: a third, directed more unerr- 
ingly from an archer close to Betis, would have, 
sped its mark; but, calling forth his notice, he in- 
stantly struck down with rapid blow the shaft just 
parting from the string. He then with shouts ex- 
horted them to spare a human being thus without 
resource, thus dreadfully at bay. Seizing the in- 
stant afforded by the astonishment and pause such 
interposition created, he flung himself into a skifi^, 
and reaching the forlorn, despairing wretch, with his 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



RAMESES. 241 

own arms, he lifted him from his perilous poadon 
and preserved his life. * Oh godlike pity ! how art 
thou allied to all the fine, the truly noble tones that 
sound within our unknown selves, as with a voice 
divine! No savage roams the earth but knows 
thy touch sublime^-eved when he knows not thee 
by name ; and shows thy power in protecting, 
servings saving some being lower in the scale than 
he is, and, invested with thy sacred privilege, taught 
to look up to him for benefits derived. Thou art^'* 
indeed the form of God, and light is but his 
shadow/ Such were the thoughts of Rameses, while 
even of the rugged soldiers looking on, those ap- 
plauded who least were likely to have felt as Betis, 
Benignly smiling, Rameses beckoned his happy 
adherent to approach, and briefly said, ' You have 
repaid the debt of gratitude of Memnon^s fabe, 
and ofiered to the gods a tribute more precious far 
than richest incense.* 

The struggle now was over. The Nile flowed 
onward in its wide and ample bosom again clear 
and free, save only some few wrecks and vestiges 
of havoc drifting by. The banks were closely hned 
on every side with gUttering arms. The Falli, 
fierce and gloomy, mourned their comrades slain ; 
while the Egyptian hosts crowding to the banks, 
and rushing part way in the Nile, eagerly welcomed 
the triumphant barks of Rameses as they ap- 
proached the shore ; and soon the exulting happy 
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parent, aged Sosis, folded his blooming and vic- 
torious warrior in his arms. The meeting was 
truly affecting from the deep emotion shown by 
Sons, who could so truly appreciate the value and 
koportanoe of his son's tknely rescue^ without which 
himself and forces would certainly have been over- 
whelmed. Although deeply wounded at the ^- 
thusiastic joy of the troq[>s, and the marks of 
'respect for his hrodior, Saliaoon had suffident self- 
control to afiect a participatiDh in the universal 
Reeling; and at a moment, wh^ be meditated the 
most hostile and treacherous proceeding, he wore 
the semblance of affectionate and fraternal delight. 
Approaching his brother, he with seeming cordiality 
welcomed him, ahd joined in the praises of his 
valoun Whoever now had compared the brothers, 
as they stood side by fflde, would easily have read 
the deep and distinctive lines of character, marldng 
their aims and progress. In Sabacon's knit and 
angry brow, the ascendency of fierce and hateful 
pas^ns : in the open, gracious, and ingenuous Gront 
of Raroeses, a form that knew not guile or fear. 
This one had blossomed into a hero, and had sub- 
limed his faculties to high intellectual endowment : 
the first to a robust and strengthened ftame had 
annexed a hardened and exasperated heart 

Bameses, with his father, brother, and guards, 
proceeded to examine every line of defence, direct- 
ing and arranging the position with such additional 
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improvements as this timely reinforcement and rot 
vived spirits emboldened die Egyptian forces now 
to complete. 

Approaching to Poubastis, Myris hastened to 
cbi^^tulate him with the f^^our of the warmest 
regard. How haid his heart leaped wkh> joy as he 
witnessed the noUeiustbns and gallant bearing of 
his friend ! Embifadng each other^ it wa^ acxme mi*- 
nates ere they found wixdA to communio^e th^r 
mutual joy. Barneses, in oonformity wiftb the 
hints of Phritiphaties;(aUhough. himself enti^dy 
freed from suqfMioimby the Irgnk aod^opeii bearing 
of Sabaoon), yet pitched his tents eib the left of 
Sons, while his brother and Bocchovis occupied the 
right. 

Some days had passed away, and as; yet Salatis 
and his troops had made no demonstraUon to renew 
th^r hostile attacks: Sosis, delegating all authority 
and trust to Rameses, tasted that repose of mind 
and body which his advanced years demanded; 
when Sabacon and Boochoiis, inflamed to the highest 
pitch of malice^ ventured to strike a blow that re* 
sounded from the^catacaqts c^ Syeneto the seven 
mouths of theNile. Summoning^ Boocboris at isiid- 
night to his tent, Sabacon gave full vent to the 
rage and jealousy boiling within :him. ^^ Whence^ 
Bocchoris, arises this infatuatio», whicb^'not ccm<- 
tent with crossing my path at court/ and throw^ 
ing me into shade*-shadow no less hi^eful dian 

r2 
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unjust — thus sdzes all the kingdom^s strength to 
dare me in the very centre of my narrowed sphere? 
Is it not enough to bhght my hopes— ^lestroy my 
rights of birth and fame— but now the presuming 
stripling comes to enjoy his triumph, and see if 
he may also trample on his fallen elder brother? 
But he shall learn the expiring asp has still a sting !' 
Clenching his extended hand^ he paced the tent 
in agony; while Bocchoris, admitting to the full 
the exasperated colouring of Sabacon^s false views 
of his brother, joined with him in resolving to 
clear thar path of such an overpowering adversary. 
Bocchoris, desperate in council as in purpose, as- 
sured Sabacon, he had an expedient oomUning 
his just punishment, yet stopping short of hi* de- 
struction ; a consummation even Sabacon fdt some 
relenting of nature against effecting. ^ As Rameses 
was wont on signs of danger to pervade the camp, 
and in silence and darkness watch the appearance 
of the hostile banks,' Bocchoris detailed, ^ that 
four subtle Ethiopians, trained as slow hounds to 
their prey, should lurk upon his path, and in 
ttlence bearing him off, immure him in a cave, 
where solitude soon would correct those overween- 
ing strides which he now ventured.' 

While Sabacon in bitterness assented to the full 
suggestion, full well he knew the alve led but 
to death: dduding however his judgment, and 
amothering that remorse he never more appeased. 
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be calmly lent himseir to counsels and suggestions 
which could not fail to lacerate his aged parentis 
heart, to destroy a brother, and convulse his 
country, — all for the vain and fruitless hope, that, 
Rameses withdrawn^ he himself should rise. Mis- 
taken and infatuate man ! thus to suppose the 
downward path to evil can be changed, or great- 
ness wait on treacherous bands, or the favour of 
the gods on the hater of his brother — the rewards 
of Providence on the rebel to paternal rule. Yet 
all these guilty crimes, so skilled is self-love to gild 
the false and deceptive picture we scan over of 
ourselves, — all these crimes had Sabacon rushed 
into, without a consciousness of his sad fall, and 
now his heart hastened to complete their catalogue 
with murder. 

On the same night which witnessed this dark 
resolve of the conspiring pmr, Sosis also had con- 
ferred to a very late hour with Rameses. Far 
different were their councils, which concerted with 
anxious desire some field, whereon Sabacon might 
reap his share of glory, and Egypt of advantage. 
The penetrating eye of Rameses had noticed on 
the oppoate shores an island of some size, which 
Salatis had made a depot for his rafts and stores 
of arms. This post was most impwtant, and was 
powerft^Uy guarded. Thdr camp extended in front 
about a mile from the mar^n of the river; but 
although the attempt was fraught with danger, 
Rameses con^dered that it might be carried by 
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Biurprige, and by cover of his galleys maintained 
^(i^nst all thQ forces which Saktis could brii^ 
while all the stores and rafts thereia could be ^ven 
a prey to flanges : a blow which would check and 
injure the fame and resources o( Salatis more thipi 
the loss of a battle. The difficulty lay in framing 
preparations to approach the banks without ex* 
fating notice ; and soon Rao^eaeSi ei^r to promote 
a brother's fame^ arranged a plan. The galleys 
were to stay unmoved ; but all |he troops on board 
were fully prepared, and ready to readi a spot upon 
a si^ial. Meantime, he had the captured rafts 
arranged along the bimks, apparently in readiness 
to repel any hostile attempt to cross. He also se- 
lected, as for water games of skill, the Tentyrites^'^ 
throughout his army, offering reward^ for the most 
expert and active divert and they were constantiy 
employed in moving to and fro the rafts. . These 
preparations all eon^^pleibed, which fiirmed the ri^ 
dmiLe of thci opposite fa^st^^the third evening was 
fixed on for the attempt; and Sabaoon was then 
to be summoned tq his father^s tent to have the 
plan developed, and the means of great and certain 
ifictory put in his grasp, {t was hitherto agreed 
upon between the venerable fieither and the noUe 
Rameses to keep the plan most secret, even firom 
impetuous Sabacon, lest his eager and unreined 
temper mii^ht compromise the almost certain success. 
Fatal precaution ! how does fate weave thus the 
texture of our lives ! and leaving us to mix some 
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diining threads, to mark the pattern nicely foroied, 
wberd»i we joy, instant her busy fingers twist tho 
continuing lines, and work upon it every txur^ 
and fivety woe I While S^meses and hi^ father^ 
tht|s. unobserved as they fancied, prepared th^ 
hold and well directed enterprise, Sabacon and 
Boccboris, more deeply angered by a schen^ pro- 
jected and undivulged, conceived it was some i^ew 
device to elevate the fame of Rameses, and felt them- 
selves most injured, and more strongly they re- 
$dved to strike the blow they meditated. 

Two nights had passed dark and opportune 3 
apd on the last, Rames^, whose mind was ^)aded 
by the cj^pest anxiety to effect hisjneditated pur- 
pose, narrowly escaped the fate prepared for him. 
He fiad )ef]t his tent, f^pd on the margin of the Nile 
watched the opposite isl^ds and its banks, if any 
lights or indications of unusual stir might show 
their a}ann or sqspicicn^ of his purpose. Wrapt in a 
sable bei^rskin, and a casque of browipi, he kept 
bjimself unknown, Uiat his eyes might view, thus 
firee from observation, all the e^^o;;^. The pass;- 
word kept the sentinels in quiet i^orance ; but as 
he crossed a clump of sedgy papyrus, the emissaries 
of his guilty brother, watclung dose behind their 
covert, collected themselves to spring upon him un.- 
expectedly. Already they had moved, — therustUng 
of the sedges turned Barneses' attention to the spot, 
— ^when several lights, issuing fhnn hb pavilion in 
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the distance, alarmed the villuns, who retreated 
into their covert ; and Rameses, unconscious, passed 
by them onward to his tent. 

Meantime, although to all appearance Salatis and 
the Pallic warriors lay silent and unsuspicious, the 
disappointment and disgrace of his bold attempt to 
cross the Nile rankled most deeply at his heart. 
Aware that Rameses and Sosis, and the inspirited 
Egyptian army, would .need far other efforts than 
the plans and measures which would successfully 
have coped with the brave but impetuous Sabacon, 
Salatis had passed the days since his defeat in pre- 
paring all his enormous forces for a vast and over- 
whdming effort. The floats collected and arranged, 
he had employed the island in which Rameses me- 
ditated his attack as a blind to mask their numbers. 
With rapid energy he had prq^ared means which 
he deemed ample to attain a sure revenge, when 
the games on the river wifliheld his arm until they 
had ended, as he felt the risk too great to make his 
passage in face of th6 instant force which would 
await his first movements. Salatis, therefore, crouch- 
ing as a leopard, was preparing to spring upon his 
foe the moment any dormant hour arrived which 
should relax their present vigilant position. AU 
these parties worked as they thought their indi- 
vidual and secret will, while all alike evolved the 
purposes of a higher power, proving all, refining by 
the trial those who deserved the boon« 
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The expected night drew on, and Rameses, most 
anxious as the time was come, having prepared the 
chosen bands, despatched the messengers to summon 
Bocchoris and Sabacon ; while Sosis, taking an early 
rest, refreshed his aged frame for all the scenes of 
victory he joyfully anticipated. One short hour 
was all the time the summons left, before both Sa- 
bacon and Bocchoris were required to meet within 
the commander^s tent. Alarmed at the unusual 
summons — a midnight summons — Bocchoris re- 
solved to give fresh vigour to the ambushed Ethio- 
pian slaves, and hastened to the spot, when his eye, 
sharpened by hate, saw distinctly in the gloom the 
form of Rameses approaching in his sable garb. 
He came to pass away the anxious instants, and for 
the last time to mark the foe's appearance; thus 
cheating time, and allaying the anxious and fore- 
boding thoughts which crowded on his mind. Ap- 
proaching the banks, he found them wear the solemn 
stillness and the deep repose of night ; Nature her- 
self seemed sunk into an awful pause, as if conscious 
of the meditated horrors of the approaching day. 
^ How soon,^ thought Rameses, * will these de- 
serted banks, this tcanquil stream, become * 

More he might have thought, but the instant grasp 
of -ruffian strength pinioned his arms, and a thick 
quilted cloak thrown over his head, and bound 
round him, prevented every sound. In a moment 
his hands and feet were closely bound, so that with- 
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out a strugg^ or a word, he fell into ihw power. 
F<N* some instants die surprise, the horror, the over- 
whelming thought of the prepared enterprise thus 
frustrated, produced an inward diivering and con- 
Tulsive heavings so strong, that the dark and ,6Ik 
durate assasans thought hb Ufe was gon^ as they 
swiftly bore him to a naghbouring bank. Imme- 
diately a common litter, such as is used for wounded 
soldiers, rebdved his mute 4md defenceless frame 
ther^ : instantly they covered him widi a mantle, 
and by his agnet^ which they carefully purlmned, 
in a few fleeting minutes diey were . without a 
hinderanoe beyond the outskirts of the camp. In 
rapid haste they travelled some miles, a time idiich 
seemed to the agonized heart of Barneses an age. 
What thoughts revolved, what dreadful whisperings 
within of horrors, unallayed l^ a ^ngle solace ! 
Who thus tore him from his fether, friends, and 
army, when his arm was lifted up, even in the mo* 
m^it he fondly deemed of sealing the deliverance 
of his country ? The Pallic foes it could not be; 
for they bore him inland, in the Egyptian provinces. 
Could it be his brother ? The horror of the thou^t 
suspended even his respiration. For what fete? 
Thus he tortured his aching mind, until the litter 
rested, and soon, by the chill, he felt it ^^tered. a 
subterranean passage. A jar of creeking hinges 
announced an opening door ; he was borne swifily 
within. The mantle was withdrawn which enve- 
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loped hini^ and he beheld a chamber of death, and 
four fiezce and gloomy Ethiofnan slaves before him« 
The ohtober was sepulchral, and its walls displayed 
tbe.tfiuinpbs of Typbon over the human frame; it 
shone in every varied symbol, and was singularly 
beautiful, softened as its brilliant tones became by 
ib^ light of a sepulchral lamp pendant from the 
roof. The embalmed tenants of this last abode were 
T4Qged around. Such was the ^[qpearance whidi 
ao instant gjiimpse gave to Rameses ; but he turned 
the melanchidy fnlneas of his ^es from these ex- 
traneous thii^ upon the savage bearers of his per* 
spn. They w^e tall and bcniy Ethiopians, of a deep 
and glossy black ; large iron rings around their arms 
and 1^ dedared them slaves; and the inscribed 
monograms to his quick eye appeared those of Boo- 
chcaris. More he was not permitted to know ; for 
placing their fingers on their lips^ and duree of them 
drawing forth daggers, they menaced him with in- 
stant death if he spoke or stirred. Ere they un- 
bound him, they diligently searched and took from 
him every weapon ; and the fourth, casting a mo- 
mentary glance, wherein was seen a look of deep 
compassion, placed a jug of water and basket of 
dates. In a mom^it's time they withdrew the bandr 
age on his arms, and in the same instant swifUy 
vanished through the immense marble portal, which 
closed as if hermetically fast upon its granite pivots ; 
and Rameses was left alone, immured beyond all 
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power of call or help, buried among the dead. Who 
shall speak the heart-rending reflections that for 
some hours agitated his noble virtuous soul, aware 
how vain were struggles or endeavours to deliver 
himself from the enormous marble sepulchre that 
thus inhumed him living ! 

From suffering Rameses, who, bowing beneath 
a blow that levelled to the earth his hopes, expe- 
rienced still deeper than all other woe the horrors of 
brother^s hate, — who yet derived even still a feeling, 
a consciousness within of virtue, which preserved 
him in this first overwhelming moment from de- 
spair, — ^let us turn to the successful Sabacon. A 
fleeting hour scarcely passed ere he would have 
given worlds to have retraced his steps, to have 
withdrawn the blow, but that, his pride and stubborn 
nature repelled. A slave had scarcely intimated 
that the snare was successful, and his brother was 
in Bocchoris's power, and borne beyond the camp, 
when he was summoned to his father'*s tent. The 
absence of Rameses at first excited no surprise, ac- 
quainted as Sosis was become with his nightly walks 
luid vigilant and constant toils. The delighted parent, 
therefore, proceeded eagerly to ynfold to Sabacon the 
noble scheme of Rameses; the plan prepared to give 
him ample scope for glory, and the tender delicate 
device by which its perfect honour would redound 
on him alone. The whole arrangement, step by step, 
the sanguine heart of Sosis developed, with such 
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appeals to brotherly affection, such encomiums on 
his noble-hearted brother, as he conceived would 
best rekindle Sabacon's extinguished love; and 
more he might have still continued to declare, for 
Sabacon, tortur^ to despair, bereft of speech, al- 
most of sense, knowing the horrid plot that very 
moment perpetrated by his orders, felt his ears ring 
with sounds unearthly, his hair erect itself, and every 
presage of approaching furies. The very goal within 
his reach, — success again hisown, — renown, — glory, 
— a father's and a brother's love, — the contrast of 
what would have been, with the ideal murmur of that 
brother's sighs, defenceless, even now in Bocchoris^s 
bloody hands,-— rushed on his soul with such over- 
whelming power, that, uttering a deep groan, he fell 
senseless at his father^s feet. 

Sosis, ignorant of every thing that so soon would 
reduce himself to as pitiable a situation, astonished 
and alarmed, made signals for instant help, and de- 
spatched fresh messengers for Bocchoris. They re- 
turned without success, for Bocchoris could not be 
found : in fact, he, anxious and alarmed lest the re- 
splendent virtues of brave Rameses might move the 
stony hearts of his assassins, had left the camp to 
hover at a distance on their route, and watch them 
to the cave. The messengers for Rameses were 
also unsuccessful: he could not be found; and to 
the now equally alarmed and terror-struck parent 
every moment seemed to come fraught with fredi 
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hornvB on its wing; finr Betis, rushii^ to his pre- 
sence on the appalling rumours through the camp 
of Rameses missing, gave free vent to his dread and 
deep suspicions of the savage BocdicNis. More he 
would have uttered, for the name q£ Sabaccm hung 
on his lips; but the sharpened fears of Sosis needed 
not the sound to guide tins arrow also to his heart. 
Distracted with the scene, Sabacon borne sensdess 
to his tent, himself alone, he was alarmed by sounds 
of miurmurs and dissatisfaction amoi^ the Memphian 
guards and mariners, who, adoring Rameses, and 
now, from gathering erowds and whispers, suspect- 
ing treachery, withdrew^ feom the I^yptiaa camp, 
denoundng vengeance ^agidnst Sabacon, 

Sons, appalled at die ioccumiilation of sudi hor- 
rors, seeing the opportunity lost for ever, so skilfidly 
prepared, matured, and ripe for execution, himself 
bereflb of every arm he f^ced his earnest trust in; his 
army disunited, and in confusion, was yet to taste the 
dregs of misery's cup, ere he saw a moment^ re^te 
in a bright gleam of glory, with which he sunk, as 
warriors long to die^ into^the< arms of everliuting 
rest: &r now the scouts and sentineifr came run- 
ning with the 'tidings, that flvrandn^or the horizim 
blazed with arms around^ and the island oppmte 
had sent out unnumbered floats: already tbeiNitft 
was diickenbg with the multitudes, eager for 'tlie 
battle. Having* fiifly ascertained the loss 'c^i Ra- 
meses, also the bitter conviction,' in his silence, that 
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the blow was given by Ssabacon, the aged Sosis wel^ 
corned the coining stonn. Calling around his old 
and valiant warriors^ he exhorted them to fight for 
Egypt, to bear testimony to his end, to bear his 
form inanimate, if power was given them, to the 
sepulchres of his fathers: then, taking a cup, he 
sprinkled it inAill libations on the sands, an offer- 
ing to the god of armies, utterihg oft the name ei 
Rcimeses ! His own forces drawn out, alone ap- 
peared arkanged to meet the darkening storm ; for 
Sabucoil^s dreiMon clustered around their stem com- 
mander's tent, whence neither sound nor sign was 
teen : while the division of Rameses, his galleys 
and the soldiers, raging with fiity at his loss, clash- 
ing their weapons, kept aloof, and threatened even 
th^ir friends. 

Flying from rank to rank of his troops, exhorting 
and animating all, the fierce and furious Salatis ap- 
peared, surrounded by his guards. Unable to ex- 
}dain the cause of such a free and harmless passage 
of the river, his undaunted heart leaped at the sound 
of battle, and disr^arded every thought of strata^ 
gem and danger. Rapidly conden»ng all his swarm- 
ing troops, he poured impetuously upon the bands 
of Sosis. The battle raged with ftiry ; for the deep 
and sdid squares of the aged veteran received the 
shodc with firmness, and by their fixed javelins car- 
ried death through their opposers' ranks. Man 
fought to man^ the earth grew slippery with their 
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gore, and natber party moved or receded^ till Sosis, 
dabbing his buckler, cbaiged with &uch vigour, that 
tbdrPallic foes retreated even to the banks. Salatis, 
inflamed with ire, urged them again onward, point- 
ing to the Nile, that there was th^ graven if unsuc- 
cessful. Driving his horse into the throng, he ani- 
mated all ; and the vast numbers {nressing onward 
enabled him nearly to surround the aged Soosy who, 
%hting most valiantly, was soon surrounded by the 
presang Pallic troops. At this time the divinon of 
Barneses sought to mingle in the battle, forgetting 
even their loss in the presence of his foes, and feel- 
ing only that they were Egyptians ; but the time lost 
had passed irretrievably away ; and such divisions 
were already mustered around . their position as 
isolated them from affording the least relief. Salatis, 
perceiving that the whole vigour of the enemy flowed 
from the daring and unexampled efibrts of their 
9ged general, hastened to plunge amid the battling 
throng. His brother Chabres was preparing to 
pierce Sosis with his javelin, when the veteran by a 
stroke on his shoulder felled him to the earth ; and 
stepping on his body, lifted the dropping crimsoned 
weapon to the sky, defying the haughty king. 
Crowned with glory, having achieved wonders of 
valour, and piled the field with dead, in this moment 
of his career a random shaft transfixed his throat, 
and mingled him with the heaps around. 

The increasing tumults even broke on Sabaoon's 
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dark and gloomy horrors. Looking from his tent, he 
caught the instant when his fether^s arm and sword 
were uplifled above the throng : his scattered senses 
recovered from the shock to see his father's fall. He 
uttered a savage yell, seized his sword and buckler, 
and rushed upon the foes. His troops, without 
order, followed, hacking their way through all op- 
poang enemies, until Sabacoti had reached the spot 
where Sods lay, his followers with gigantic efforts 
clearing a little space around ; he then, taking the 
prostrate arm, gazed upon the venerable and sub- 
lime countenance of the expiring hero, who for a 
moment opening those eyes already dimmed with 
death's approach, realised his son — his offending 
son. One bright ray relighted up their fading orbs, 
assuring him of a father's love, stronger even than 
death; one pressure thrilled for^veness through 
Sabacon's desolate and despairing heart, and Sods 
sunk to rest. Exchan^ng instantly his sword for 
that in his dead father's grasp, Sabacon commanded 
all around to save and bear away his father's body. 
Plunging into the thickly crowding masses of the 
foe, they fought for revenge, until breaking through 
their lines, Sabacon showing resistless force, with 
his thinned and weakened bands, bearing his father's 
body, cleared their path, and repaired a few paces 
from the spot where the Egyptian squares still 
struggled against the overwhelming foes. Salatb, 
afraid to hazard his certain victory, restrained his 
VOL. I. s 
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Bidf^i fiHifm&s^ fiooi Mowing Sabaoon ut^ their 
trMWiph avf»r the troops aC Sosis was comjdete. 

While this dea41y struggle lasted, die unwonted 
^^nds ahumed fuid hastened the st^ of Bocchoris, 
^w Aying on the wings of speed, returning from 
th^ desi^ to gladden Sabi^ijcon with the sweet tidings 
pf hifi brotWs iCfptjai^e. Asciending th^e rocky ridgje 
liybich Qverlook^ the Ni]e, he b^w the bloody spec- 
tacle, ai^d was wiM)ie^ tp an army's ri4n, and a 
kingdom's overthrow, bpth e&ect^ by bis treachery, 
Recognising SabacoD^s banner, b<e plugged into the 
fight with his black slaves, a^d soon feU ^nrijth them 
under jdie swords of the chistepng PaU* Dc^ 
won a bloody harvest of all the flower and strengdi 
of Egypt's annies, which perished with Sosis; and 
the survivors were lost to her defence ; for, stung 
with madness at his barbarity to such a brother, 
and with agony at his fame for ever lost, with ten- 
fold despair at the death of sucli a parent, Sabacon, 
with his surviving bands, fled to a crowd of ships 
which lay near to the banks, and hastily embarking 
the relics of his forces, they descended the Fhathme- 
netic^^ branch, whence, crossing the Delta, he 
buried for a time himself and his bitter unavailing 
remorse in the fastnesses of the great fens of the 
norther^i branch of the Nile. 

Betis, in agvo^y, flying to the funazed jdistracted 
Men^phians, urged them to save thjeir vessels frpm 
the savage Pallic foes ; cm which they quickly ein- 
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barking, sailed to the opposite sl^pr^ of Ppubost), 
now lined with spectators, watching the issue of this 
dreadful contest. Here he cpmpiupipated to the 
sad distracted Myris the eventful l^orrors of ^e 
night, the disappearance of his mast^, Sabacon's 
remorse, the death of Sosis, and the total ruin anfl 
defeat of Egypt's armies. By his urgent counsels, 
while messengers were instantly despatched to 
Thebes, to sfty the ruin rolling on Egypt, Myris, 
collecting the few surviving fugitives, find preparing 
to defend the passes of the Kile, resQlve4 to devote 
l^imself for the honourfible ^d of propqrii^ to his 
king a shoi-t and brief delay. But Betis, pyer- 
whelmed with deepest grief for Rameses, soon a^ 
the terrors of the suddei^ change atfated, resolved 
upon returping under the covert of the app^x)aching 
night, and hovering over the field qf battle, to seek 
if any link might yet be traced, leading tq the dis- 
astrous and sudden disappearance of his master. 
Eagerly he watched the setting sun, which, as in 
emblem of the awful di^y past by, get in dense 
douds, crimsoped with blpo4* He watched ^»gerly 
for night ere he prepared for an txploit fraught 
with such danger. Witt^ tears he visited and fe^ 
his sable favpurite, and much caressed and stro^ce^ 
his glossy wings, th^n gave him liberty. 

While yet thb faithful b^pg mpvfrped and wept^ 
with hprror on his features, At)ipr appeared, expited 
^y the d^stres^g tidings of the loss of Rameses to 

s2 
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throw off all caution and disguise. The intoxication 
of success prevailed through all the Pallic hosts, 
who now boasted of overwhelming the lands and 
fortresses of Egypt, and set no limits to their hopes, 
especially as they learnt that Rameses, him whom 
they chiefly feared, was gone. At this saddening 
rumour, Athor, heart-struck, hastened to PoubasU, 
where he found Myris, Betis, and the surviving 
few of Egypt's armies, a prey to deepest grief. 
Questioning closely how and when Rameses disap- 
peared, compturing also his detail of Rameses^ plans 
of inspecting under covert of the night the hostile 
camps, coupling it with the cBsappearance of Boc- 
choris, and Sabacon's sudden and mysterious ill- 
ness, Athor could not but augur that he might 
yet survive, ensnared by treacherous hands; but 
how or where to find the clue, appeared impervious 
and unsearchable. One thing he resolved upon, to 
ventiure forth when night should throw her mantle 
of darkness on the earth, and search the bloody 
field. As night drew on, Athor made Betis ex- 
change his garments for a mute^s plain dress ; and 
charged him strictly, whatsoever straits encompassed 
them, to make no noise, nor use his voice. With a 
heart steeped in bitterness, yet could not Beds sup- 
press his native bias, while he made answer only by 
the shrug and nod of the mute^s passive obedience. 
Athor himself, in the dress of a Pallic warrior, was 
versed in every pass; and they soon committed 
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themselves to the humble catamaran ^^^ of reeds, 
and paddled across the stream ; there, challenged 
by the sentinels, they both had perished, but for 
Athor^s quickness with the watch-word, and as- 
sertion that he had brought secret intelligence from 
Myris^s camp. From Athor^s detail they learnt 
that Myris was resolved to dispute their passage, 
and felt himself in strength to check their progress. 
Such well arranged details flowed from the lips of 
Athor, that a predatory band prepared at early dawn 
to pass the Nile were ordered to suspend their pur- 
pose, until the victorious monarch, by his personal 
observation, saw the nature of Myris^s defence. 
Meanwhile Athor and his mute obtained free leave 
to search the field, and seek the body, as Athor 
stated, of a friend revered, lost in the battle. Soon 
the thickening heaps and soil ensanguined, covered 
with naked lacerated forms, produmed the horrid 
strife. The dead lay piled in heaps, and towered 
as if a vast mound, where Sosis had so long strug- 
gled with his foes, and kept the scale of battle du- 
bk>us; but not to seek these mangled victims, the 
prey of death; but to trace out the last track of 
Rameses, through the clue afforded by Betis's nar- 
rative, and seek to what point it led, was Athor^s 
search. Their torch flared on the night, amid ten 
thousand others, strippmg the dead, and adding 
horrors to the dreadful plain. With trouble in- 
finite, old Betis tracked the line toward the ridge, 
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and dubiously was moving to and fro to catch some 
glimmering trait, when a deep groan issuing from a 
vast pie of slain, upon his right> attracted all his 
notice: soon another followed; it was of such sull 
angtdsh as thrilled his inmost soul. Be held his 
torch over a form extenddd by him, Whose cloven 
skull declared how fearfully death had dealt widi 
laxnt most clearly thence it came not; Underneath 
H warrior lay, richly dredsed, but rudfely mangled, 
twenty wounds Appearing, ^ach of which were ^gly 
mortaL His idsage, fierce ih death, struck hiin ds 
if known, and known in horror; for lofokihg clofiier 
with his blazing torch, he fUIly traced die stetn re- 
lentless brow of Bdcchoris, fbr ever fixed in death, 
and his convulsed muscles spoke how horridly the 
tyrant seized his victim. Calling hastily to Athor, 
they wondered how and whence he eoald have 
joined the battle; and lifting with difficulty hb 
gashed form, trlucli by the action jsltill oozed with 
bloodl, another deep ^nd stillen gi^oaii dose at their 
feet attracted both, and made them hastily drop the 
lifeless BocchorisI, Wheh they percdved, he^rving trith 
torture, an Ethiopian, exteiided by his ride. * lift 
hith, gently raise his heftd,' the prudent Athor 
Ivhisj^red ; which done^ he took a flask, ready pre- 
|iared (knowing the seenefs he virited), and potMisd 
a part into his thimt. Th^ wi^tched being g^foaitedi 
betame convulsed, aiidj af^r a de^ sigh, sldWly 
oji^ning his #Mt^ attd ghastly eybs, fixed ttiiem on 
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Athor, but knew him not, for he was by garb a 
Pallic fbe, and slowly reckised their lids. Placing 
him against a heap of dead, Betis rejoined Athor, 
when the Ethiop reopening his eyes, gazed on his 
features, uttered a piercing shriek, and murmured, 
to the astonished wondering Betis, the name q( 
Rameses. Both were appalled and amazed: it 
evidently was a chord of union; and when they 
^li^ht on Bocchoris lying near him, they resolved, 
at every risk, to try and save the slave, and bear 
him to the camp of Myris. Making a litter of the 
sedges near, they bore him to the banks, sdll un- 
molested, each marauder prowling only for his mid- 
night preyi Some came near them, suspecting gold 
or jewels ; but seeing only a wounded and apparently 
a dying slave, with jeers and laughter quickly left 
them. Bandaging two catamarans together, they 
|daoed thereon the groaning slave, and committing 
themselves, with him, to the stream, they by arduous 
struggles sped thdr course, and safely landed on the 
shores of the city of Pottbasti. Hastening to the 
sorrowing Myris, they communicated their hopes, 
who instantly had the aid of skilful surgeons. Every 
effort was exerted to revive the almost expiring suf- 
ferer. His wounds were deep and dangerous, nor 
could they answer for the event ; and, as if spent in 
the effort of removal, he lay in deep insensibility, 
with eyes closed, and every symptom of a criids. 
Three days, long and tedious to be borne, it lasted ; 
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on the fourth night sense revived, and he saw him* 
self extended on a couch with Myris, Betis, and 
Athor watching near him. Instantly he feebly 
clasped his hands, exclaiming, ^ Oh, where is Ra- 
meses, our noble victim ?** And seeing by their 
gestures he was lost to them, he wrung his hands in 
wild despair. At length, * Fly !' he wildly shrieked, 
^ fly to the caverns south of Sahrasht *^^ ! there he 
lies immured in a sepulchral cave and starves : his 
food was only for two days f Recovering himself, 
he gave more ample details ; and in few moments, 
under the shade of darkness, Athor, faithful Athor, 
with Betis, vanished with die lightning's speed. 
^ In vain,' he groaned, ^ in vain ye fly ; he Is de- 
stroyed, and I, wretched for ever, am his murderer! 
Never since the door closed with thundering sound 
has the melting fulness of his speaking eye departed 
from my virion. Gladly I followed a savage master 
to the field, and plunged amid the fight, where, 
^ving and receiving death, the sword soon punished 
the treacheiy of Bocchoris, and smote us all V 
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BOOK XI. 

ARGUMENT. 

Sabacon^ acquainted idth the intended plans of Rameses, 
and overwhelmed with horror and remorse^ retires with 
the remnant of his troops towards the mouths of the ^Hle. 
— ^The peculiar district of the Fens^ the haunt of outlaws 
and robbers^ described. — The wild banditti^ struck with 
the bravery of Sabaoon, oflfer him a refuge in their fast- 
nesses, which he accepts.— His despair assuaged by soli- 
tude ; and the character of the inhabitants. — He resorts 
for consolation to the celebrated oracle of Buto.— An en- 
gagement between die banditti and a detachment of Palli, 
who are conquered and destroyed. — Sabaoon chosen the 
ruler of the Fens. 

Sabacon felt the deepest agony and desp^r as 
he recovered his ifecollection of the past, while his 
vessels descended rapidly the Phathmenetic mouth 
of the Nile. Plunged in gloom and horror, his 
father's corpse lying on a couch beside him, it was 
with difficulty any of those most intimate and ad- 
mitted to his confidence could intrude on his grief. 
The wretched condition of his feeble band, and the 
desperate state of public affairs, added to the ex- 
asperated tone of mind he experienced, dedded Sa- 
bacon to bury himself and his late aspiring hopes 
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and aims in the Bucolic marshes ; where^ apart from 
the world, and separated from all its habits and 
pursuits, he might indulge that depth of alienation 
from his kindred men which the crimes his con- 
science accused him of made most congenial to his 
feelings. The asylum which he thus chose for his 
abode, and toward which he hastened as if its vast 
and dreary fastnesses would have %hut out his re- 
morse a£( Well as all bis enemies, wda one &£ ^n^ular 
strength and wildness. It comprised the important 
province^^' contained between the Phathmenedc and 
Sebeniietic branches of the Nile, ^retehmg to the 
ocean; a most important district, cohtaihiii^ (he 
widely extensive and beautiful pasturage for oxen 
and cattle, whence it derived < its name of Bu- 
colica^H In the line and Hmi^ of its contrcA- it 
cont^ned also the celebrated and fkmousr ofwAe of 
Latona, in the island of Buto, which, as well as the 
floating island of Chemmis, were considered the 
most sacred in Egjrpt, as having been (tie riefage of 
Isis, and where she hid and nurtured Horus ftotn 
the pursuit of Typlion. This immense district was 
reverenced as arising solely from the all bouritebus 
Nile, similarly as the Ethiopians declare Egypt was 
formerly no part of the continent, biit a sea at the 
beginning of the world ; but th^t ' after waf-ds it wds 
made land by the river Nile**^ bringing down sliine 
dtid inud out of Ethiopia. 

Whatevfe* may be the pretensions of these tWo 
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aticient tiations; the district now made the retreat 
and hiding-place of Sabacon was manifestly so 
created^ and, from natural causes of strength and 
concealment, had long been the asylum and defence 
ci impervidiiS security. The entire district was 
covered with marshes, extending even to die Bol- 
bitine mouth. These vast pasturages were always 
the eovert of the criminal and the robber, who, in- 
habiting them as a sure rduge against the pursuit 
cf justice, became here a systematic defier of the 
kwSw Alternately exercising the pursuit of shep- 
herds and robbers, they became the most turbulent 
and warlike of tSie Egyptian race; and this spot 
was resorted to by refugees and slaves from all parts 
oi Libya and Ethiopia. Their physiognomy and 
diaracter separated them in a great degree from 
the Mizraim race, and resembled more the mixed 
Ethiopians. This district spread around a re^on 
all sloping into an immense natural basin or hollow, 
liirherein the waters of the Nile soon, during the in- 
undation, formed an immense and magnificent lake, 
df profound depth in the centre, shallowing gra^ 
dually toward its slimy banks and borders, diversi- 
fied with tufts and knolls of papyri and rushes. 
Amid these eminences the refugees and inhaUtants 
have thdr caUns on little elevations, just maintaiii- 
ing thdr existence above the level of the inundating 
waters, where the Vast space resembles the ocean 
spotted with islet& Others df the residents df tUs 
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nngukur district tenant thdr barks^ whidi entirdy be- 
come their abode, as well as their means of traiisport 
from place to place : devoted to aquatic habits, they 
pass their whole lives in large floating vessels as 
fishermen, devolving to thdr wives only the matamal 
duties and care of their in&nt children. 

Every feature of this district wore an untamed 
and unrestrained character, analogous to the wild 
grandeur of its natural scenery. Such was the spot 
towards which Sabacon directed his vessels, now 
containing the wreck of his troops. Himself buried 
in despur, and reckless of the future, he had gained 
the confines of the marshy lands; while, absorbed 
in grief, he left all their guidimce to the direction 
of Sethon, who, next to Bocchoris, had ever 
ranked highest in his confidence. It was the in- 
tention of Sethon to remain a sufficient period of 
time at Busiris to refresh their men, as well as to 
provide for their hospitable reception in the savage 
asylum they were seeking. The royal residence of 
Sais was also before them, ^d the temple and 
oracle of Neith, which Sethon would ftun have con- 
sulted upon the present overwhelming crisis; but 
the unexpected appearance of the pursuing foe 
threatened them with total ruin. For Salatis and 
his officers, seeing the daring valour Sabacon had 
displayed, as well as the consid^:^ble forces which 
he carried toward the north, had determined upon 
an instant and most vigorous pursuit, that they 
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might leave no enemy behind them. Seizing every 
where the vessels abandoned and neglected in their 
first panic, a great number of the bravest Pallic 
troops ardently and closely foUowed Sabacon, and 
now approached his station. But although despair 
had marked him for her own, the very depth and 
severity of his inward reproaches made him far more 
terrible as an enemy. Thus at bay with his pur- 
suers^ drawing his vessels across the stream, and 
manning them with his archers, himself foremost 
in the fight, he displayed such an heroic valour 
as more than counterbalanced the didly increasing 
numbers of his enemies. 

After two days' fierce resistance, worn out by 
fatigue and exertion, Sabacon was catching a dia- 
turbed and agitated repose, when some skifili, filled 
with a wild and savage crew, approached from the 
north. They were received with welcome eager- 
ness by Sethon, and expressed themselves as de- 
puted from Nichochis to offer to the troops and 
person of Sabacon the shelter of their marshes. 
They were instantly brought to his presence ; and, 
aware of his inability much longer to maintain the 
combat, and grateful for the timely aid, he gladly 
received the proffered welcome of these rude and 
hardy outlaws. In silent haste, ere morning dawned, 
he had descended the Nile, led onward and guided 
by these strangers. Even in this wild district the 
dreadful news had resounded which placed Egypt 
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at the men^ of her iqvaders; ^ althqqgh often 
^ng^ged in hostile enterprise agaipst t|ieir moparch^ 
authority, these predatory bands felt th^t their e^t- 
eqce might also be endaq^red by the event ^hich 
brpught fJgypt under the tyranny of the Palli. It 
was therefore with great anxiety that they hear4 
of the struggle approaching t^eir haunts; and the 
m^hlessdaringand bravefy of S^f^apon were scarcely 
known ere they resolved to solicit his taking refuge 
among them, whereby they acquired ^ general, an4 
strengthened their meaps of defjpqpe. puid^ by 
their knqwledge of the stream and its channels, 
they soon arrived at the poiqt where it becaine ne- 
cessary tp ab^dpn tl^e yps^ljs, and embaf k on board 
ttf eir %ht canoes of papyrps. The passes^ df^pult 
fn their nature, and impervious to any b^t t^^- 
3elves^ t^ecome an impassable xapiptift; ^d t|)e 
immense quantity pf ree^s whiph coyer th^ marslf^^ 
as well a9 th^ plosely winding banks^ axse an iq^^ 
peneti^ble intrjeqqhmcnt, most artfwUy in^prqy^ 
by ii^pjte labpur, so ps to fprp.ft cquptle^s yffl^Qf 
of obliqiuiely winili^g and labjfint^e pa8^f|ge% 
Vnpwn perfpc^y to %msfB}ve8, \^% fJaflgpiJpUS ftR4 
iifi^:cessible ^ tj^e Jjqstije iqva^er. Cqvered by th^ 
difficult: ways^ which are vigplant^y ivatc|iec|| tl)py 
are exe|pptje4 frqm all drpa4 of surprise; f^id ^p 
avenues in some parts cpmipupicat^ng wit|> the 
waters of thie lake, being extremely shallpw, thf^y 
are only navigable by th? light and biiojfmt vessels 
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tj^ftt in the yarjip£i|s parts q( |t^e sjtream where the 
iapd is ^rm^ they take the^ instantly on their 
shoulders^ ^d ^pff^^ft thep^ to another and deeper 
GJi^L^oel, in wUpl) they agaip Qiay launch? and float 
on the waters. 

Jipw mournful did the procession appear whjch 
arrange^ itself on the banks of these formidable 
xs^ur^hes ! The troops of Sabacon, reduced to a scanty 
l^d, and of these a th^*d wounded ; their person^ 
worn and Uppdy ; their arms such as they seized 
amid the fx>nfusion and alarms of the nighty irrer 
gi^lar and propii^uous; the standards and equip- 
ments also mingled in the same disorder ; all evincing 
the perils past: but above all, the grand and pro- 
minent figure of Sabacon, his plume and casque of 
sable hue, but npt as gloomy as the visage w^ich 
loured beneath it; his dress spotted with blood ; his 
whole deportment majestic and impressive; hi^ 
senses holding communion with nothing but bis 
own proud and emUttered spirit, and no object to 
occupy his thoughts but his Other's corpse. Suck 
were the principal appearances- of melancholy, dis- 
order, and suffering, of the harassed warriors. 

As they were conveyed swiftly through these wind- 
ing straits^ tjiey observed lyith joy the impossibility pf 
any invading force ever penetrating these barriers r 
on al^ sides around the rushes approach the stream, 
j^ as tp f^ifie every pasdng yiessel on the waters- 
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wholly at the mercy of their watchful ambush : and 
such is the character of the soil, that none but the 
outlaws, who have acquired an entire knowledge of 
thdr deceitful character, can venture to land ; as 
some, although to the eye sound and firm, become 
destructive quicksands, and instantly swallow up 
the incautious bmngs who trust to them. Around 
grow abundantly the papyrus^, from Ax to dght 
cubits in hdght, a£K>rding a nutritious root for thdr 
subfflstence. In other parts of the lake appeared 
the flowering lotos, Egypt's pride and veneration, 
here especially of eminent importance ; its wide 
spreading flowers giving beauty to the banks with 
their expanding petals. The inhabitants dry the 
seed, and bake it into bread ; and the root, the size 
of an apple, they roast and eat. Some of their boats, 
so light and buoyant, are formed of a thorn much 
resembling the lotos, but strong and tough, adapted 
for their use, and most ingeniously built, exciting 
the surprise of their guests: for the Egyptian war- 
riors looked with wonder on the numerous wild and 
lavage forms that clustered round them in their 
barks, as they proceeded through the passes ; while 
ever and anon the rushes waving aside in the cool 
breeze, discovered ambuscades, seated securely, far 
beyond all reach of danger themselves, but in a state 
to inflict certain death on every rash intruder. 

These banditti were tall and hardy ; thdr hue 
generally a deep black, resembling the jetty Ethio- 
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plans; their head bare, with long dangling matted 
locks flowing over their shoulders ^% to inspire 
terror : their horses, with which their marshes 
abounded, with long thick hair, carrying neither 
saddles nor harness, but wild and savage as their 
riders. Such were the inhabitants, whose gestures 
and disorderly habits were strongly contrasted by 
the sombre and matured discipline of the Egjrptian 
bands. They soon launched into an immense lake, 
spreading on all sides far as the eye could reach, 
adorned with numerous isles, all clustered thickly 
with the mud and reed cabins of this wild race. 
Other spots, which were uninhabited, were wholly 
covered by immense papyri, whose hdght exceeding 
far the stature of man, and their leaves thickly in- 
terlacing together, formed resorts altogether dark, 
sombre, and impenetrable. The largest isles were 
covered with rows of cabins, so as in numbers to re^ 
semble cities, but to the eye scarcely discernible from 
the soil ; and among these was Nichochis, the destined 
point of Sabacon, which, exceeding all the others 
in extent, was rendered so impervious as to be an 
inaccessible asylum. Placed in the centre of the 
marshes which surround it on all sides, it is only at- 
tached to the main-land by a narrow isthmus of 
eight cubits in breadth, and of great length, open 
on every side to the lake, which effectually protects 
it from all enemies. 

The sun was high in the horizon when Sabacoa 
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and his tired followers were brought within its rushy 
banks, and received all the hospitable welcome this 
savage course of life could bestow. To Sabacon 
the exchange fhym palaces and courts, where all 
corroded the wound his self-love had suffered, to a 
spot wild and terrific, displaying man in his native 
state, unsoftened by calture, and untaitied by laws, 
^i^as indeed a boon most grateful beyond all other 
iStematives. His heart, a prey to the evil passions 
of revenge and bate, htld recdved li wdund of knor- 
tal toguishj in the developetnents of his- brother's 
bright and exalted character. Too fierce to own 
his error, but too sensible of all his intended crimes 
to remain fully satisfied with those glosses, whereby, 
through the aid of the suggestions of Bocohoris, he 
had hitherto blinded himself, he had passed the 
hours after he was borne from his father's tent in 
vain and rapid changes of resolve about his captive 
brother, and in imploring the gods for the return of 
Bocchoris, that he might reverse his deadly purposes, 
own all his guilty suspicions, and at his broth^i^ 
feet receive his forgiveness. But he was not so de- 
stined to recover his peace of mind. The fatal ni^t, 
already delineated, along with its tremetidous oixtSh 
bat, broke all his plans, ruined every buddbg hope 
of reoondliation, and threw him a fugitive with bis 
fkther*s corpse amid the desolations of the tetiB, 
leaving his brother, as he feared, either already a 
victim to the cruelty of Bocchoris, or, abandoned 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



IIAM£S£8. ^5 

and n^Iected, a prey to the more dreadful death of 
famine. 

For some days after the battle he had Knger^ 
on the banks of the Nile^ hoping yet dreading the 
appearance of Bocchoris, of whose fate he was ig- 
norant. But this anxious hope disappointed, he 
had relapsed mto the deepest gloom* Cut off by 
his mental exacerbation from the street soleoe of 
hope, he welcomed the grand and simple cbaract^ 
of the scenery around him ; it transported his ima- 
^nation to the early ages of the world; and in the 
wild republic with which he was environed, thdr 
noinade feelings and bold undaunted habits, he 
thought he breathed more freely than he could have 
done amid the temples, palaces, and streets of cities. 
Captivated by his ready adoption of theif hardships 
and privations, his innate disdain of all indulgence,— 
viewing with admiration his grandeur of mien and 
noble port,' — having also heard the wonderful dctfiok 
of his vdour on the Nile, from those emissiiries who 
weresent toconduct him to Nichochisi*^,—th6 daring 
untameable $^rits of the fens yielded to liim im- 
plicitly an hom^, the inbre genuine and effective, 
because it flowed not from nec^sflky, but was theb: 
involuntary tribute to a proud superiority. Sa- 
bacon, although thus iihdtered from all ev& with 
his followers, and deriving a solace that he at least 
had bfought them to a haven of safety, was however 
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nightly visited by such horrors on the tmcertunty 
of his lost brother's fate, that he resolved to visit 
the shrine of Latona, and seek her protection and 
advice. No sooner were his wishes known, than 
the wild tribes around prepared, according to their 
rude ideas, to furnish forth an equipm^it that should 
mark their respect The evening was calm and 
serene^ and the sun as it set gilded brightly the 
edge of aU the horizon, spreading a stream of lustre 
on this vast majestic lake : its waters were covered 
frith boats, all of them fishing and exerdsing thrir 
evening avocations and sports. In some the females, 
with their infants at the breast, sat upon the beaches, 
looking merrily upon a scene that gave them much 
interest. The borders of the numerous iides were 
edged with flocks of the stately flamingo, which 
glowed in the setting beams as fires. The iUs, 
heron, and various aquatic birds floated around, 
with their cries giving an impresrive tone to the 
evening's rilence, which undisturbed^ save by Na- 
ture's tribes, brooded still and awful on the waters. 
Here and there were boats, where the parent, absent 
on hunting parties, had lefk his children safe in their 
floating house, fastened to the beach by leathern 
straps : these dark and swarthy imps laughed loudly 
as th^ pierdng eyes descried the strangers. The 
scene was Nature's own — a lake magnificently fuU, 
with its sedgy islands spottmg all its surfiwe, and 
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with every brilliant hue of feathered fowl upon the 
wing. No cities' towering structures marred the 
light, or broke the still silence of these shores. 

It was at this hour they prepared to convey Sa- 
baoon to Buto^ and soon amid the group appeared 
various canoes with rowers chanting a plaintive song. 
Two canoes contained the priests, savage and wild, 
for in these haunts all partook. of the terrible and 
sublime ; and when their hostile incuraons brought 
them back with spoils and captives^ human blood, 
nost hcnrrible sacrifice ! besmeared the ensanguined 
ftkars to the savage Mars. A chief followed them, 
df^essed in flamingo plumes, and a boat with attend- 
ants sounding their warlike flutes and clarions, whose 
tones, though harsh, floated on the vast lake, echo- 
ing amid its winding scenery* Sabacon, seated in 
a larger vessel, his father's corpse beside him, wore 
OB his gloomy features a settled darkness, over- 
spreading also all his faithful followers ; viewing the 
impressive countenance of Sosis, his wounds ap- 
parent, the look serene, though fixed in death; 
§ar hajqpier in thus sharing the fall of his beloved 
country, than as Sabacon, a prey to misery and 
despair. Numberless clusters of boats all crowding 
nnmd to testify their feelings as he passed onward, 
the sad procession soon left the sympathising bands, 
the widely-spreading lake, and gliding along the 
narrow outlets, they found darkness already fallen 
on the earth, as. they swiftly swept their way, im- 
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pellitig forward their light canoes, rapid as the even- 
ing water-fowl to^tlmr nightly rest, toward the sacred 
fane. Wrapt in his doak, and inwardly groaning 
with those tortures known cmly in the breast where 
dwdls remorse, Sabaeon c(»ioealed himself and his 
agonized feelings from those mpound ; dm s be i^ 
proached the sacred shrine^ near which the boats 
remained until the appcHnted hour of ^aicrifioe, 
having entered the deep and spadous kdce wherein 
stands the sacred island -Gh^nmis, most sacred in 
that formerly its palmy shades w^re the retreat of 
Isis with the god Horus, when, escaping from dread 
Typhon's rage, the island floated on the waters, 
and preserved than from the destroyer. Its ma- 
jestic palms and consecrated groves skreened a 
temple *^ dedicated to Horus as the «olar god, 
adorned with three altars. Here Sabaeon look his 
solitary seat, and awaited the slow ho)irs that might 
lead him to Latona's shrine. As he gasa^ oa the 
ndghbouring city, its vast size end Splendoor ;re- 
newed the distaste wherewith he again caatbrnfiated 
the ^edifices of man and the pomps of Hfe; vhile^ 
notwithstanding his wounded mind, he 4X)uld not 
but admire tiie stupendous grandeur of Latopia's 
temple, and her porticos in front and around it of 
forty cubits height, enriched with the palmy cor- 
mces, and displaying every feature of finished mag- 
mficence. The deep and sdemn shades of the wood 
of palms suited with his sombre and anxious feelings, 
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growing more and more saddened, until he ^received 
permission and directions to approach the shrine. 
In the interior of the temple stood' this unequalled 
and stupendous adytum of the deity^ whence issued 
those celebrated responses, revered throughout 
Egypt b^biid' all odier holy oracles. ' The sacred 
shrine itself was one vast monolitliic stone, one hun- 
dred and sixty cubits in circumfereucey most won- 
drous, and beyond all comparison the heaviest mass 
ever moved by hum^n power. Beneath this migjity 
massive cell was a fissure, whence Jn d^*kne|5s apd 
deep gloom the sacred sounds issued. Jt wjas ^ith 
wounded pride as \Fell as ap^iou^ tlK>i|ght th^t Sa- 
b^p^n paced the portiqps : they renewed sojuewhi^t 
of an angry tone^ allied to his jealous dread of tliQ 
Ipat^d prefer^ce given by th^ priestjbpf^d tp hi^ 
brother, which io^taptly disa^^aried before hi^ 
better feelings; and whe^ brought before the gi- 
gllitic a^ unpiurplieled ^hripe^ his heart; hoy^ie^ $up- 
pli^n^ly: h^ipd the fa»llo>red pre<^et of diyii^ijy, 
as if in the presence of dr^ Nature, where neither 
mim nor his works are seen, but all i^ power and 
][)oundless might. Recovering his scattered thoughts, 
he humbly and with broken speech ofi^ed t|i0 tones 
of inquiry for his brother's f^: ^^Tp d)e.gQd3 ^U 
is known — ^pi^t, present, a^d tp cqu^. fM h^^ £^11 
pfu-pQ$^ lefSt him wi^pt a broker, or pq^ld th^ 
^»r^lp direct wh/ere apd hour (to Sftve bi^lJtr-)y* by th^ 
loprfi^t of his ofm.WQrtWew life?'* T|i^ WPirer, 
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after a lengthened pause, came in soft accents to 
his breathless frame, his eyes downcast, lus arms 
stretched forward as to arrest and catch the scarcely 
audible murmurs : — 

A brother's hate I feUTyphon'slbBdaeiig^t 
Is erer odious in Osiris' sight! 
He from the grave has heard thy brother's moan^ 
And now accepts the vows of Sabacon ! 

Sabaoon, trembling with suq)ense and awe, fdt 
his heart rekindle with somewhat of joy at the fa- 
yourable augury expressed from the shrine; and 
dearous to procure all honour to his father's corpse, 
now implored the ausjnces of the priesthood to re- 
cdve the revered form, and pay it every honour, 
until a favourable change of circumstances might 
give the hero a sepulture among his noble an- 
cestors. The embalmers had already prepared the 
body in haste, so as to preserve it from decay. In the 
fiivouring protection of the ddity, Sabacon felt part 
of the wdght on his heart rolled away, and his bro- 
ther guarded by Onris ; to secure due honours to his 
father became his next prayer ; and having obtained 
permisfflon, the body of Sosis was instantly borne 
with reverence and magnificence to the holy fane. 
And now restcnred to comparative energy, his heart 
relieved of its direst fears, trusting he should be 
spared a murderer^s lot, alert to undertake every 
ent^rpise for the safety c^his brother and the kii^- 
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dom, SabacoB became chastened to a proper sense 
of the true estimate of human dignity, and he in- 
deed profited by the tremendous trial which he had 
undergone. His mind fraught with these senti- 
ments, his return to Nichochis developed to the at- 
tached and warlike outlaws the energies of his cha- 
racter. To his proportion of arrajring them in bands 
to pour upon the enemies of their country, they list- 
ened with maddening glee ; war, blood, and havoc, 
their delight and element, they were most eager to 
commence their lessons in a manner more sustained 
by the fedings of innate justice, felt even in the 
savage breast; and acting unboundedly in their 
confidence and gratitude, as in all their other pas- 
aons, they unanimously elected Sabacon the chief 
of their whole band and community, ^ever had a 
daring spirit subjects of more bold and dauntless 
courage, with forms of iron mould, nurtured to 
hardships, cradled in adversity and trial. 

The days that thus flowed on saw Sabacon ac- 
quiring in each revolving sun a more confirmed and 
solid ascendancy over these men of unconquered 
spirit, — ^hearts steeled to dare tortures and death ; 
and his deportment, while it was impressive and 
highly manly, yet to all thdr females and infant 
race was gentleness itself. Stretched on a bear- 
skin, and reclining near the mar^n of the lake, his 
dark eye watching the pelican fishing for her young, 
as her snow-white form majestically floated on the 
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waters, he would gaze intensely, musing on the 
beautiful analogies of nature, on maternal fondness 
thus watching for and providing for her young ; 
how tenderly she cowers upon her bxMxly and, re- 
gardless of her own existence, nurture^ and suf^pcnrts 
them. Her eye flames Uke the dazzling sapjJiir^ 
as she quick darting seeks har prey. Among the 
beauteous birds who haunt the vast inland sea, 
xion^ shone so brightly in the evening ray as the 
flodcs of crimson-hued flamingos* The sounds of 
myriads of heaven s denizens were in the air, seeking 
thedr day^s repast, which flowed in vast profusion 
from kind Nature's bounteous hands; and if the 
waterjs ^warmed with life, not less the air i^ count- 
less myriads of its insects on the wing. These 
sights wer^ never tiresome to the solemn (one of 
Sabacon''s recruitipg sopl, which gathered from all 
the mysterious ways of Providence a r^y of light to 
guide it upward to reviving heay^nly views; and 
was rescued &ofa the 4ee|> aby^s jcf t^tfs and fell 
revenge. The deeply pictured Qsa*e of the pdUicans 
shadowed faintly to his softened heart the never- 
ceasing tenderness wherewith his parept now in the 
grave liad fostered the tender weak^ne^js aa4 tottering 
fonns of himself and Ramese^. TI\e ^^y fla- 
ipingo, shilling as a ppimson^d y|in;iQr, jemi^ not, 
hurt jaot his a^sodate — bow could b^ thi^ crush a 
.hrptber> jkindred he^rt ? Every tr^t of t^ gr^ 
ji^vme FbM^ Providence displays b^Gi^e our eyea, 
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ivad liim letaonfi fimitfal of thoee wise and p^ect 
admonitionfi which ail her scenes evolve : they 
breathe the fragrance of her works, as well as wis^ 
dom nfiiute; and while they reprove and warn, 
they corrode not the wound, nor overwhelm the 
unkii^iieart. To Sabacon they came re{4ete with 
^eaHng balm. Nor vrete these hours of evening 
wh(4ly abstracted from his own kind ; the savage 
men around him became more mild, and took a tone 
of order ftom his influence. He was never w^iry of 
kxdung on vipon their manly and amazing feats of 
strength and bodily power, wherewith (the day^s 
Udbours past, the fish caught, and every toil con- 
duded), they amused themselves upon the edges of 
the water, in wrestling matches *^, wher^ their 
gaunt and sinewy forms showed strength, best 
gained by toil and daily exercise: these, although 
rough trials, yet were tinged with mental energy 
that gave them a higher character of interest than 
the bands of hired sl»?e& Here emulation strove 
with all her strength; but if nature, free and uncon- 
trdled, displayed her eminent greatness in the ex- 
pan^on of the phyucal powers of man, she ako 
sometimes gave the rein to passions growing out x£ 
these scenes which sw^ all moral curb and dieck 
away; but Sabaoon, aoouet^coned to look on wounds 
and death, tpok no alarm at such scenes; Us dark 
and gloomy nature preferred the whiriwind and the 
storm, and to look thus upon bis fellow man with 
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dl his secret springs and purposes bare and cqpen to 
the eye, no polished courtiers refining over Utter 
hate, became to him a favourite contemplation. He 
moved among them as a superior bang, a planet 
l»ight and of unquestioned grandeur. Toallthar 
earnest i^)peals upon their frays and differences, he 
turned a deaf r^ardless ear; but one of touchii^ 
traits before his eyes drew forth his interfer^Mse. 

The evoiing was as usual growing with all her 
charms,— cooling gales came firom the watery — th^ 
appeared heaving with life, as the sun shone upon 
the bumidied scales of myriads of fish playing on 
the surface^ for the evening food of insects with 
which the air was filled; they, ^ddy sporters of an 
faoiir, yielded also the bounteous repast to the flocks 
of water-fowl which swarmed around. To the eye 
of Sabacon, the link of Nature^s bounties, and bfa 
setting sun, were [Measures ineffable in his train of 
thou^t, when a group in front attracted his atten*- 
tion. A man of fine athletic form had taught a 
pdican, taken by him, and reared from unfledged 
age, to wiatch and fish for him, and by his skill had 
made his feathered servant's lesson so perfect, that 
never dave nun'e faithfully delivered his tale of gain 
than did the poor fond bird. His master seemed to 
him thereby overruling even instinctive habits in 
this Urd, and firmly uniting its propenaties and 
exertbns in his service, and rendering it dependent 
upon bis wish and will. This evening saw a bet 
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upon its perfiinnance of fishing and preserving of 
its prey : the loser differed, and all the violent gesti- 
culations followed, where no hw, no rule warns to 
desist; which getting more and more heated, at 
length the inflamed opponent, lifting his massy club, 
at one cruel and overwhdming blow crudied the 
poor unofibnding pelican, mutely standing near hinu 
Itlxras a pitiable sight to see the bird, even in the in^ 
stant agony of its crushed and mangled form, casting 
one last look of dying recognition and of fondness 
towards its master, — then motionless for ever. Tbf^ 
owner darting, though unarmed, upon the furious 
rufiian, struggled for the club to inflict a rimilar 
vengeance on his enemy. Long tiie struggle lasted; 
but in the end he would have been levelled with the 
earth, like his unoffending bird, had not Sabaoon^ 
whose eye had watched the scene, rushed forward, 
and with one blow prostrated the aggressor before 
him ; then seizing the club, he restrained with his 
warning arm the vengeance of the exasperated foe, 
Instantiy with a signal summoning the circle around, 
be commanded the presence of the culprit Who- 
ever had beheld the scene would have deemed some 
being of the race divine roaming the earth, to teach 
tbe savage mind laws and the arts of peace, had ap- 
.proached this lake. 

Night had set in dark and sombre : the surface, 
anon so beautifully covered, now was still and si- 
lent. Upon the margin in one small indenture 
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Still 9tood a geoap of swarthy figilres^ nMt of 
them clothed in unooutli and pietUreilque garb, 
while some were wholly naked : in their hands they 
carried blazing torches of the pine and MKschanne 
plaittSy whose stalks supplied their fuel : by their 
glliriog light, Sabacon^ \^ith Sethon and his officer^ 
wet^ seen dressed in white vests and casques, oma^ 
m^nt^ wi^ the bejifpn's and flamingQ^s plume: 
their noble fbf ms and rich dt$9$^ contrasted strongly 
widi the groUp of Wild banditti* Neaf tfaem, xesi* 
ing on th^ dubs, were forty of the strongest and 
modt stirring of th^ cominunity, whose daring 9f^ 
rits atod superior judgtnent.gave them aacendeticj 
among the bands. The whole beach swarmed widi 
lookers on, when SabacQti in succinct words ref- 
lated the ofi^Aoe, and the deadly outrage it gave 
rise to* No more was wanting, — th^re lay the 
mangled, bird ; and with one consent they doomed 
the criminal to be banished from children, wife, 
and thdr community, and to expate the crime 
upon a wild, and remote islet without intercourse 
with living soul, linless his injured.fbe relented aad 
forgave him. Tbil sentence indtandy was carried 
into execUtioii : the bdoa of. s6me lines to fish and 
nourish life was all aflbrded, and in few momente 
embarked, the rowers swept him ftom the shore. 
In this instant of their heated fury against the 
erime, and ui|;ed with strcmg adjurations of his 
acting as their judge, Sabacon seized the profntioiffi 
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ibomait to adiect the forty of dieir chids, who 
should every eyening in rotation devote their hours 
to hear their complaints^ and order all the penal* 
ties, himself meanwhile remaining umpire of their 
decisions. Acting thus, he by his cares and kind 
exerticms brought their fierce untameable spirits 
under a yoke endured^ because self-imposed by alL 
Midni^ broils now ceased to end in blood, fot 
the relentless severity of their punishments appalled 
even these hardened spirits, and Sabacon (without 
die invidbusness of bebg punisher) thus became 
the object of their highest trust and deep respect. 

To exerdse their arms, and teach them to man- 
ceuvre ,imd act in order, was a hard and painful 
endeavour; and Sabacon had soon an instructive 
lesson taught him how far superior were their 
means of safety in their own resorts^ than any his 
experience dould suggest; fot* scouts always watch- 
ing on the adjacent banks to where tl^ir fastnesses 
begin, brought at length accounts of the armament 
whidi had pursued Sabacon after having possessed 
Aemaelves of the towns, and, strengthened by ftedi 
forces, were appvoachmg to attack their haunt The 
news scarcely was rumoured around ere every idet 
swarmed forth its throngs : it seemed as if they 
started from the ground self-formed. Among the 
muldtude the forty elders selected a small but 
chosen band.; and impfcrmg Sabacon to trust the 
action to their directimi, himsdf placed i^ith hb 
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Bfisraim followers on the lofty knolls, they hastened 
to prepare their weapons and transport him to the 
spot. Numberless windings and secret passes were 
threaded by them as swiftly and as readily as the 
bird flies to her haunt; and in a short period the 
aged warriors, imd Sabacon with his officers, were 
landed on a mighty mound, high towering, and 
thickly overgrown with papyri and rushes: creep- 
ing among their interlaced and twisted leaves, as 
the ichneumon steals upon the crocodile^ they 
dimbed the heights followed by Sabacon, and se- 
curely seated on its summit, through the reeds be.- 
beld the passes and their interesting scenery to the 
Nile, open and delineated under their eyes ; them- 
Sfdves. meantime securely skreened by towering 
reeds. Nothing now appeared but the hostile ves- 
sels crowded with the Pallic troops, who came gal- 
lantly on, entering the inlets; th^ shields ready, 
their arrows on the string, and javelins pointed; 
thus they boldly stood onwards, and through va- 
rious windings penetrated far between the banks 
without encountering a single foe. Still the war- 
riors from the fens thought them not entangled 
sufficiently, therefore now two canoes glided forth 
ahead, as if unconscious of thdr coming, then 
fdgning fright they fled swiftly to the shallows. 
The eager Palli with loud shouts pursued, and in 
a moment sweeping their barks swiftly onward by 
Am full benches of rowers, they stuck on the 
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shallowing sands. This instant from every quarter 
flew clouds of missile weapons, most unerrkig, 
deadly, and far more destructive than the javelin's 
force, as vast clods of earth '3*, heavier than metal, 
hardened as rocks, and bristling with sharp pcnnts, 
were hurled with resistless force upon the vessels 
lying underneath the rushy knolls, crushing through 
armour, shields, and every fence, and inflicting cer- 
tain death. Astonished at the sweejnng ruin, the 
Palli flung their javelins in vain against their unseen 
foes: these passed innoxious through the matted 
papyri and rushes, while a short space evidenced 
how sure and true the enemies' aim, how terrible 
the slaughter, and that they had no safety but in 
instant flight. Ere however they tried this last 
resource, one desperate effort, maddened by their 
sufferings, was made by the Palli to land and 
search the unseen passes whence such ruin was 
poured on them : but the attempt was death ; for 
sinking in the quicksands, the more they struggled 
the more they became involved, until they pe- 
rished with loud cries for help, amid the most la- 
mentable of all sufferings ; while the survivors, 
overwhelmed by the missiles of their unseen foes, 
and horror-struck at their comrades' fate, thought 
only of flying as their last resource. But the op- 
portunity was past : most of the vessels were im- 
moveably grounded in the sands, and soon their 
sides swarmed with the hardy and savage bands, 
VOL. I. u 
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who rushing oyer the decks completed the slaughter 
of the wretched and hapless bands of Salatis. A 
few headmost vessels only, not enough grounded 
fer efforts to be useless, and in view of this hor- 
rible scene, swiftly plying thmr oars, once more 
regained the Nile, but not without great suffer- 
ings; as the pursuing avengers showered their tre- 
mendous weapons of clay, sweeping their decks, 
until they were entirely free from these deadly 



Gloriously triumphing over their country's foes, 
and surrounded by the wild and brave inhabitants 
of the fens, Sabacon and his followers justly exulted 
at their victory, which effectually knit together the 
warrior and the outlaw bands. In joyful procession 
they returned to Nichochis : but the bright gleam 
of success thus shining, was more deeply welcomed 
by the noble-minded, although erring Sabacon, as 
it a{q)eared to open a means and path hereby he 
m^ht retrace his sadly miserable progress, and re- 
trieve or at least atone for his brother's unmerited 
misfortunes. The earliest instant therefore that 
the duUes and engagements of the pre-eminence 
he held amid his exulting followers allowed of his 
attentive care, his soul agdn revolved the hopes of 
renewing the strug^ for hb country, and three 
of the most acute and subtle of his followers, men 
fearless of danger and acquainted with all the 
waters and passes of Egypt, were despatched con- 
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fidcntiallj to ascertain the sentiments of the native 
Mizraimites. Intrusted also with the deadly secret 
of the cave so fatally injurious, and it was feared 
destructive to the hapless Barneses, they were to 
seek for Myris and Phritiphanes ; whom, as his 
brother's dearest friends, he longed to seek in re- 
conciliation, to whom they were to express his deep 
remorse, also to furnish them with every light upon 
his disappearance which had been afforded by Boc- 
choris. This duty performed, Sabacon, with feel- 
ings somewhat assuaged, and heart now again di- 
lating to the blessings of nature, hourly and ardently 
applied all his peculiar talents to the amelioration 
and improvement of the rude yet brave and devoted 
adherents thus completely placed by one of the un- 
ceasing mutations of life under his supremacy and 
control. 



u s: 
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(1) Unless the river swells to sixteen cubits, or fifteen at least, the 
country is not covered with water. This same standard of plenty is 
exhibited on medals as the scale in the time of the Roman emperors ; 
and it is the present height which is celebrated throughout Egypt with 
the greatest joy. — Euterpe, Herodotus, Pococke. 

(2) The vessels of burden are cohstructed of a species of thorn, an acan - 
thus, resembling the lotos of Cyrene. They force the planks together 

* with the bark of the pnpyrus made into ropes ; one rudder goes through 
the keel of the vessel ; their mast is made of the same thorn ; and the 
sails are formed from the papyrus. The name of this bark is baris. — 
Hor. i. 328. The joints of the inside are secured by bands of papyrus. 
Of these papyrine vessels the Egyptians have great numbers on the 
Nile, so termed from the papyrus bark used in their construction. — 
U. H. i. 588. 

(3) The sou regularly succeeds the father in military life. The 
soldiers and the priests are the only ranks in Egypt who are honourably 
distinguished. — Euterpe, H. i. 420; Diod. b. i. c. 6. The Egyptians 
are divided into six classes— the priesthood, the king, the military, the 
shepherds, husbandmen, and artificers. — Diod. b. i. c. 6. 

(4) Epoptae. In the Eleusinian mysteries, founded and copied from 
' the Isiac, the lesser were dedicated to Proserpine, the greater to Ceres. 

The initiated in the lesser mysteries, which were open to all, were 
called 'mystics,* or novices, from their imperfect views; into the 
higher, < epoptae, inspectors, and perfect,* as adepts, admitted to full 
and perfect knowledge. Whereby was enigmatically signified of old, 
that whoever ¥ras not initiated in the lower, and not perfected in the 
higher mysteries, should go to Hades, and there lie immersed in mire; 
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but whoever hid been both purified and perfiected, when he arriveB 
there shall dwell with gods. The lower mjrsteries taught the doctrine 
bf A presiding providence, a future state of reward and judgment, an 
^lysium, and a Tartarus. The greater mysteries were confined to 
Very few, and contained secretft not to be divulged. During the fes- 
tival week it was unlawful to arrest for debt, or to commence a lawsuit, 
or for ladies to ride in chariots. 

Socrates never would be initiated into these mysteries, and it was 
an article of charge against him, when he was condemned to die. — 
Hales, V. iii. 182. 

{5) IVhen they cany Apis on a raA to his funeral, they wear the 
skins of hinds, and bear javelins crowned with ivy, using the sort of 
bowlings and gesticulations as the votaries of Bacchus practise in their 
orgies.— Isis and Osiris, 46. 

This Apis, or Epaphus, is the calf of a cow, incapable of bearing 
another, and no otherwise to be impregnated than by thunder, as the 
Egyptians affirm. The marks that distinguish him from all others 
are these : his body is black, excqpt one square of white on the fore- 
head ; he has the figure of an eagle on his back, a double list of hair 
on his tail, and a scarabseus under his tongue. — Thalia, Herodotus, 
164. 

(6) Apis. When Apis died, there was a universal mourning in 
Egypt. They sought for another, and having found him, the mourn- 
ing ended. The priests conducted him to Nilopolis, where they kept 
him forty ^ys : they dfterwards removed him in a magnificent vessel 
to Memphis, where lie had an apartment ornamented with gold. Plu- 
tarch says, the priests affirm that the moon ^he^s a generative light, 
with which should a cow be struck, she conceives Apis, who bears the 
dgn of that planet. The marks are known to the priests. According 
to the sacred books, he was only permitted to live a stipulated time : 
when this came, he was drowned in a sacreid fountain. — Thalia, H. iL 
34. When Apis from old age died at Memphis, in the rdgn of Pto- 
lemy Lagus, his keeper not only spent all the provision he had made 
in bur3nng of him, l)ut borrowed of Ptolemy fifty talents of silver for 
the same purpose. And in our time some of the keepers of these 
creatures have lavished away no less than a hundred talents, in the 
maintaining of them. — ^^Diod. b. i. c. 6. 
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Tbe prieits give the Apis his neater from a well partieuUrly set 
apart for this purpose^ restraining him entirdy from drinking of the 
Kile ; not that they look on the rirer as impure (for there is nothing 
the Egyptians have in greater veneration than the Nile), but because 
its waters are partienhrly fattening and oourishtng, and ihi* is a habit 
they ttvoid in tbe Apis, ts well as themselves ; studious as they are 
that their bodies may sit as^ light and easy about their souls as possible^ 
and that their mortal pert may not oppress and weigh down tbe mere 
divine and immortal one. — Plut. Isis and Osiris, 6. 

(7) In the dog, a» Hermes or Anvbis, is worshipped the vigikneff, 
watchfulness, and sagacity ; a fit emblem of the god, the pttfon of rea- 
son. Tbe fringing lotus shows tbe rising sun. The hippopotamus 
and ass are T3rphoii, meaning the power and vidence he employe In 
worirs of mischief. The eye and tbe sceptre are the wisdom mnd power 
of Osiris. The hawk, a symbol of tbe god, from its piercing sigbt and 
«wifbe8B of wing. The cat is tbe moon (at Bubastis, the 'Gredan 
•Diana); its variety of colours, activity at night, and fiMundity, making 
H a pfoper«mldem. The soaiabssus is a proper image of tbe son. 
The aspio, renewing its age, and l^ its gliding motion, a symbd ako 
«fl>be^ars. The croeedile, having no tongve, is esteemed an image 
of tbe Deity, for the divine reieon stands in no need of speech. So the 
ibfs is of4heraoon<or Hecate) from its mottled black imd white feathers 
•mixed together, embleming its gibbosity. The priests, most exact to 
their sacred rites, always fetch the water they make use of in thdr 
{purifications from some place wheie the ibis has been seen to drink, as 
"this bird will never go near any unwbolesome or corrupted water.— 
Plutlurcb, Isis and' Osiris. 

(@) Tiie doctrine of tbe emanation andcefusioji of the soul is several 
itimes alhided to by Euripides, who held the tenets of the Ionic sect, 
.derived by the founders of that school fnom Bgyspt Tbe following 
.passage from a fragment of the Chrysippus expceases It mOat clearly. 

* TboTC things which sprang from the earth, 'go ifaa«jc ^gaifi to the 
^caaAh ; 'those vdiich spring from an ethereal stock, retUEn to the bet- 

veiily vault. Nothing perishes that has once had existence.' It is 
«Iluded to, also, in a drama which is still extant : * The intelteot of the 

dead lives not, but has an immortal seMe, being poured out uto the 

innmortal ether.'— 'Prichard*s EgJTptian Chronology, p. '208. Also 
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from PseUut : ' It beeoniet you to hasten to the light and rays of the 
Father, whence a loul vat imparted to you, inveited with an abundance 
of intellect.' 

(9) The phoenix, according to the UeHopolitans, comes once in five 
hundred years* and then only at the decease of the parent bird. By its 
picture the wings are partly a gold, partly a ruby colour ; its form and 
sise like an eagle. They say it comes from Arabia to the Temple of 
the Sun. 

The Pheoicians give the name of phoenix to the palm tree^ because 
when burnt down to the ground, it springs up again, stronger and 
fainr than ever.— Euterpe, Her. i. 301. 

The entire story of the phoenix was indeed an Egyptian hieroglyphic, 
expressing the canicular period of 1461 years. The same was veiled 
under a curious enigma by the Heliopolitan priests to Herodotus. 
And Tacitus accordingly describes the phoenix as < a singular bird con- 
secrated to the sun, distinguished by its appearance and variegated 
plumage from all others.' It was to be seen at some time in Egypt, 
because the canicular cycle was invented there; and first in the mga 
of Sesostris, because this c^pde began [July 20] B. C. 1 322, only about 
fourteen years before the reign of Sesostris, and therefore in his days : 
and it might have been registered among other astronomical observa- 
tions, inscribed on the famous zodiac of Osymandes, which was another 
title of that illustrious prince.— See Synopsis of Hale*s Chronology, 
p. 24. 

The above detail is given as the sentiments of this learned and 
estimable author, rather than as affording any particular historic data 
that Sesostris may be traced by : to give it strength, the epoch should 
be thoroughly examined, whereat it fixes the reign of Sesostris, so 
highly disputed. The sculptured form of this celebrated bird, and the 
notices of its appearance^ in an era that is manifestly fabulous, marks it 
more probably as a mixed mythological and astronomic representation. 
The phoenix is depicted upon the walls of Edfii, and of Medinet Habuv 
but in both as a winged youth, with the crest and wings of an eagle; as 
a bird only it is found at Philse. The phoenix owed its imaginary 
existence to the Egyptians. It was a type of the renovation of the 
year, and of the sun. Horus Apollo says, the Egyptians depicted this 
bird to denote, first, the soul dwelling for a long period here; se- 
condly, an inundation; thirdly, a traveller returning to his luitive 
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country after a long absence ; and foiirtlily» any latting re-establith- 
ment. The phoenix appears a symbol of that great inundation which 
once entirely took place. The renovation of nature, after so terrible a 
catastrophe as the flood, would be well expressed by the phoenix, the 
symbol of renovation. 

The story of the phoenix is indeed one of the most elegant allegories 
of Egyptian royfhology. This bird, while it represented time still pro. 
gressive in its course^ and commencing one period as another expired, 
was also a symbol of the human soul, which passes by death to life. 
The following lines from Hawkins's translation of Claudian beautifully 
embody this ficdon, which has been so largdy treated on, as it displays 
the symbolizing feelings of the Egyptians in a favourable and very 
pleasing view; also its periodical returns, marking their important 
astronomical periods. A part only of CIaudian*s imagery is selected, 
but the whole idyl is of high poetic beauty. 

In Egypt's clime a famous city lies, - 
Which sacrifices for the sun supplies ; 
The phoenix thither to the temple goes. 
The dome a hundred Theban columns shows ; 
There he deposits relics of his sire. 
Adores the god ; his burden gives the fire ; 
And of himself the germ and last remains 
He consecrates where holy fervour reigns, 
From Phoebus' rays resplendent beams he darts. 
And vital splendour to the bird imparts. 
The phoenix willingly receives the fire, 
Feels joy to die, and then anew respire : 
The heap of perfumes burns with solar rays, 
And ancient features perish mid the bhize. 

All nature in solicitude appears 

Lest lost the eternal bird disclosing fears ;^ 

Fans faithful flames that freely they may bum ; 

The immortal glory of the world return. « 

From myrrh through all the limits lustre flies, 

And fumes divine upon the altars rise; 

And vapours, by the richest perfumes fed, 

O'er Nile's seven mouths more sweet than nectar spread. 

Claudian, vol. ii. 292. 
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(10) Tbe rmftk baigfts setilpliired at BcfaM^ Bfokik are depicted 
h^ and i^mmfk The Hneiv sails are of faeantifuUy Tariegated linen 
cofettr% in ckajiien, or in wayii^ iiiiea. The «ihin walla tire oraa- 
■nnted with different figwaes, as aphikixei» dadcing wemen, biidsy and 
otho- animals. — Egjrptiaca, 161. 

(11) In the tomh of Osywnndyn trere inost qikndid iqpartments, 
also the sadred librairj, whereon was hMcribed these woids-^' The cure 
of the mind,^— Diod. b. 1. c. 4. 

(12) Eftry god has several atteodaftt fliesll, and o«e of silpenor 
"dignity, who presides over the rest* When any one dies, he is suc- 
ceeded by kra son.^^Her. Euterpe, I. ^2. 

Whatever the character of the god was, his votaries esteemed them- 
selves his visible proxies; and the priests ettdeavouzed to express in 
their own persons the characters and actions of th^ deities whom they 
served. This identity partioiilariy Bianifestsd itself In the toysteries. 

(13) Herodotus calls it tbe SaUic fcradch, as flowing lyy^be eastern 
division of the Salitis Ndme; Strabo, the Sebennefcic* ifdm {flowing by 
the western bank of the Sebenneftio Nome. IPlolenlky hastpreServed its 
Egyptian name of Phfermontic, tdie »oot8 of Wfaidi tire, *'that which 
causes the loss, or causes ^o petish.' it is the same tenke as the 
Cerastes, or sacred sifak(&, (^led Thermomes, eawing death, the ser- 
pent deity of Hades, it received (his thraatenhig iiame from the 
great difficulties of the mtvigation -whidi ksves in tbe lake Bourlos.— 
Champ, vol. ii. 19. 

Tbe whole land of Egypt is divided into severul parts, m^hich the 
Greeks call Nomes; over every one -of which ts aitpoimed a provincial 
governor, who is entrusted with the public affidrs hi the ^province. — 
Diod. b. I. c. 6. 

(14) All pagan IraditTofts embody the paradisiadd >stilte of man in 
his days of innocence and happiness, jUi^y deetfling 4t<the age of gold. 
He was an agriculturist, was 'nouridied by siiqple hvAtB, and was fet« 
tered by no restraints of laws or social enactitaents^ but the scene 
changed, vice and violence hicreased to thtft height, that a deluge 
swept away the apostate race, and cleansed 'the earth. Tliese times of 
progressive corruption are marked by three metals, each deteriorating 
in value. 
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(i5) The oat, soaieaincft otUed Slurut, cymboli the moon, from her 
briodUed coat repembli^g the spota ott her duk, aa bdtig tseal Bctive at 
night; by the contraction and dilatation of her pupHa, typifying the 
iocaeaae and detrease of the moon's light. The sacr^ caU were fed 
with fish eaU^ Silures, kept pufpoaely in ponds at Bufatitia and in 
other sacred lakes* The Siluies Nilotieus had their fins and taib 
strongly tinged with ted. 

(16) JSg^tian boats. They were reaaels Of a considerable Abb, na- 
vigated with sails and Oars ; one of them scuSptured on the walls has 
sixteen oars out : th^ faid idso eomibrtable and roomy cafaina. They 
had amaller boaU aleos painted with a Tariety of colours, the sails alio 
dyed of veiious kuet, which, with the brightaeis of their tints, no 
doubt di^tayed much effect and magnificence. These vesseb are de- 
scribed from the sculptures on the walls of Kamak, and in the grottos 
of^ethyaa 

(17) How iprone the andeAt race of Egyptiaiis were to seixe tipon 
efciy ol^ieot lor entries and eigns is dear from every reeord> aaored 
and profime. The locust is sliU the visitor end scourge of these 
countries; and much interesting detail of this insect may be traced In 
Farkhunt'a Hebrew and Engliah Lexioon. Sir William Ouseley 
names, that ki the cfialect of Misr, or Egypt, the aea locusts are caUed 
* faridis.' They are a &vourite food among the Arabs. He observes 
that Zakaria Casvini divides the locusts into two classes, like horsemen 
and footmen> * mounted and pedestrian.' That certain extraordinary 
words were supposed to be inscribed on the wings of locusts, different 
authors have related. The Sieur de Beauplan heard from persons well 
skilled in various languages, that the characters were Chaklak;, and 
formed Boze Guion, words signifying * the scourge of God.* But a 
much longer legend, according to Mussulman writers, is exhibited on 
the wings of locusts, and in the Arabic language, < We are the army 
of the mighty God : we have each ninety and nine eggs ; and had we 
the hundredth, we would consume the World and all that it contains.*— 
Ousdey*i Travels, 4to., vol. i. 199. 

(18) Hermopolis was one of the most ancient cities of Egypt under 
ihe Pharaohs, and seat of their government Thoth was here highly 
venerated under his sacred form of the ibis» the mummies of which 
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were deposited near this city. The superb portico alone exists, testi- 
fying the splendour of the temple it formed the entrance of: its co- 
lumns are sixty feet in height. 

Thoth found out letters, instituted the worship of the gods, and was 
the first that observed the motion of the stars; Invented music, taught 
the manner of wrestling, invented arithmetic, and the art of curious 
graving and cutting of statues. He first found out the harp of three 
strings, in resemblance of three seasons of the year, causing three 
several sounds, the treble, base, and mean $ the treble to represent the 
summer, the base the winter, and the mean the spring. He was the 
first that taught eloquence ; thence he is called Hermes, a speaker, or 
interpreter. He was Osiris's sacred scribe, to whom he communicated 
all bis secrets, and was guided by his advice in every thing.^Diod. 
b. i. c 1. 

(19) The extent of Th^ws was immense; it stood on both banks of 
the Nile, to the east and the west ; it filled entirely the valley of Egypt, 
and stretched from the AraUan to the Libyan mountains. The stream 
which traverses it flows first from the south-east to the north-west, and 
making a turn from the south-west to the north east, divides the city. 
Its circumference was nearly thirty-six miles, and its width from side 
to side of the valley was from seven to eight miles. The number of 
the inhabitants was proportioned to this vast space: their dwdling- 
houses were of four or five stories.— Herodotus. 

(20) Osiris built Thebes in Egypt with a hundred gates, and called 
it after his mother's name, Tbeba; but in following times it was called 
Diospolis, and Thebes; of whose first founder, not only historians, but 
the priests of Egypt themselves are much in doubt — Diod. b. i. c I. 

Homer notices the grandeur, riches, and fame of Thebes as foUows : 

Not all proud Thebes* unrivallM walls contain. 
The world's great empress in the Egyptian plain. 
That spreads her conquests o*er a thousand states, 
And pours her heroes through a hundred gates ; 
Two hundred horsemen, and two hundred cars. 
From each wide portal issuing to the wars. 

Iliad, h. 9. 

No city under the sun was adorned with so many stately monuments 
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of gold, silver, and ivory, and multitudes of colossi and obelisks cut 
out of one entire stone. The most ancient temple for beauty and 
greatness was in circuit thirteen furlongs, above two miles, and near 
seventy feet high, and had a wall twenty.four feet wide. All the or- 
naments were suitable in magnificence* cost, and workmanship. TIic 
fabric remains, but the silver, gold, precious stones, and ivory, were 
carried away by the Persians, when Cambyses burned the temples; at 
which time those palaces at Persepolis and Susa were built by the Per- 
sians, who brought over these rich spoils into Asia, and sent for work- 
men out of Egypt for that purpose. And it is reported that the riches 
of Egypt were then so great, that in the rubbish and cinders there were 
found and gathered up above three hundred talents of gold, and of silver 
no less than two thousand three hundred. — Diod. b. i. c. 4. 

The Egyptian name of Thebes was No, Ezek. xxx. 1 4, to which was 
added Ammon. According to Plato, ' The secret and invisible creative 
power supreme ' among the Egyptians was called Ammon, and Plu- 
tarch agrees that it signified hidden.— See Cudworth, 339. And this 
accords with the famous inscription on the Temple of Naith, or Wis- 
dom, at Sais : * I am all that hath been, and is, and will be ; and my 
veil no mortal hath yet uncovered.' And herein, perhaps, is the mean- 
ing of the ancient aphorism, * Truth lies hid in a well,' as primarily 
rdating to the incomprehensible nature of the Supreme Being ; whom 
the Egyptians styled *• Darkness unknowable,*—Isis and Osiris ; and 
the Athenians, a Saite colony, * The unknowable God.' — Acts xvii. 23. 
Hales's Chronology, i. 378. 

(21 ) That the Egyptians, under ideas of cleanliness, usually shaved 
their heads, may be inferred from the observation of Herodotus — 
' When any one dies in Egypt, his relations cease to shave, and let 
the hair grow on their heads and faces. Euterpe, 2. Herodotus 
also observed, on visiting the field of battle between Cambyses and the 
Egyptians, near Pelusium, the skulls of the Persians were so weak, 
they might be broken with the slightest pebble ; whereas those of the 
Egyptians were hard enough to resist the percussion of a weighty 
stone. This arose, he was told, from the Egyptian custom of shaving 
their heads early, whereas the Persians are always covered with caps. 
— Herodotus, Thalia, 3. These distinctions exist in the sculptures, 
which will be fully referred to, on the walls of Habu, Kamak, and 
Memnonium. 
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Tbcj are dotbed in lioca bjtsus, they wear gaments of lioeo, 
fresh washed, taking singular care to have than ahrajs dean. The 
priests are dotbed in linen, and wear shoes of linen ; they wear a linen 
tunic, bordered at the bottom with fringes, and a cloak of woollen 
dothorerit; but to enter anj temple in this garment, or to be buried 
in any thing woollen, b accounted pro&ne.—Buterpe. 

The true reason of the observation of these rites is common to all 
the Egyptians, from the eztraordtnaiy notions they entertain of clean- 
liness, persuaded as they are, that ' none but the pure ought to ap- 
proach the pure.' Now no superfluity of our food, no ezcrementitious 
substance, is looked upon by them as pure and clean ; such, however, 
are all kinds of wool and down, our hair, and our nails. It would be 
the highest absurdity for those who, whilst they are in a state of puri- 
fication, are in so much pdns to take off the hahr from thdr own 
bodies, at the same time to dothe themselves with that of other ani- 
mab. With regard to flax, this springs up immediatdy out of the 
immortal earth itself; and not only produces a fruit fit for food, but 
moreover furnishes a Ugbt and neat sort of dothing, agreeable to the 
wearer, adapted to all the seasons of the year, and net m the least aab- 
ject to produce or nourish vermin.— Plutarch, Isis and Osiris. It is a 
remark worthy our notice, that wherever the knowledge or rites of 
Egypt penetrated, there we find this manufactute in existence. Arrian 
names a region of the Oangetic people, cdled Gathaiai who wore this 
linen : it was worn at Colchis ; we trace it 'm. Campania ; and at Athens 
they had not long left ofi'this apparel in the time ofTbueydides; 1. L 
p. 6. It prevailed in Bcetica, and was uniformly the habit of the 
Indo*Scythians and Cuthite IncBans.— See Ph9o0tratui, L ii. 79^ The 
Egyptians were termed Turba Linigera. Sdomon sent for Uaen from 
Egypt. Moreover Ihey that woHc in fitie flax shall be confeunded, 
Isaiah against Egypt, xix. 9.* 

The Colchians appear to be of Egyptian origin. Herodotus con- 
siders the Egyptians accurate in deeming them descendants of the 
troops of Sesostris, because they are black, and have hair short aod 
curiing. Another and better argument, Herodotus says, is, that the 
inhaUtants of Colchos, Egypt, and Ethiopia, are the only people who 
from time immemorial have used drcumeision. Hie Cokhians have 
another marie of resemblance to the Egyptians— thdr manufacture of 
linen, the byssus, is alike, and peculiar to these two nations.— Euterpe, 
i. 341. In this passage we see much ground for connecting the Col- 
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chians with the FalKc conquerors of £gypt, who potsetced that oouotry 
long enough to become confounded with the native Mizraim. Bthiopia, 
according to the whole course of tradition, was peopled by their race. 
Their c(^our and hair, totally different from the Misraimites^ is highly 
material to keep in view. In perfect accordance with them are tbe 
black inhabitanU, now remaiBing in part of Elephantine. TradUiim 
also connects therewith the legend of the African Memnon, or soUir 
god, whose statue remains at Gournou ; and these Colchians most pro- 
bacy ware a colony ef Palli, expelled from Egypt by the Mizrahn. 
The remark on the peculiarity of the linen is striking^ and very nn» 
gidur in But. Heif. 1 336. 

(22) The obelisks of Luxor are not of an exact height : the left is 
s^Fdniy five feet, und the base nine feet; the right hand one is about 
seventy feet ; but the trchitect has remedied this partial defect as fer 
as poAnble by mounting them on bases fanned to equalize th^r actual 
elevation.^^DesoripL de TBgypte, lome ii. 

(23) The feces of the Colossi are much disfigured, but not by the 
present feeble race of Luzpr, as on excavating them they are similarly 
injured in the parts that are buried. They wear the mitred bonnet of 
Horus ; their dress is sculptured as of fine Imen, and they wear richly 
sculptured coflars ; they are dothed in drawers of radiated finely folded 
linen. Each statue is of a smgle block of syenite granite, red and 
black. In the bonnet of the west is a remark^e vein of ydlow. 
Behind each figure are smaller obelisks, sculptured in the same mass, 
and with apparently the same series of symbols as the stately detached 
ones.— Desoript. de TBgypte, tome iL 

These obeUskt evidence remarkably the science of Egypt ; for they 
ue not planes, but have at their edges a convexity of feur inches : it 
apparently arises from their noticing that the plane surface presents to 
the snn an angle whkh throws a shade, however^light, upon the ad- 
joining surface; an error in some older ones, which they corrected in 
the present instance, by the slight convexity on the exterior edge; a 
manifest proof of the patience' and tact exercised by the Egyptians in 
the most delicate and refined observations on the phenomena of nature. 
— Descript de I'Egypte, tom^ ii. 

(24) The peristyle and portico are taken precisely from the archi- 
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tectural measurements and descriptions furnished of Luxor.— See De- 
script, de TEgypte^ tome i. Denon. 

(25) In each palace is a suite of chambers, more or less extensive, 
framed of the costly red granite, sculptured with the highest care, po • 
lidied to the utmost brilliaBcy, and executed with an elaborate woric- 
manship, exciting the highest admiration. — Denon. Panckouke, toI. it. 

(26) The Tulture form of Rhea. This goddess represented the tu- 
tdary genhis of Egypt; and appears in all scenes of triumph or glory 
associated with the principal personage.— See the plates of Denon, 
folio. 

(27) It is a fact, established upon investigation, that the Egyptians 
adopted a regular scale of perspective in their buildings ; and that a 
progressive diminution of height takes place, operating in all the 
temples, from the first pylones to the sanctuary in the extremity of the 
edifice ; and in the palaces from the first peristyles to the most distant 
bunding, — rules evidently constructed to add to the imposing efifect of 
the whole perspective.— Descript. de TBgypte, toroeii. 

(28) It is curious to trace any custom to remote antiquity: and 
thus on the sculptures of the palace of Medinet Habu the conqueror 
is graven standing on the first step of the altar, receiving the homage 
of his officer, and presenting to him his hand to kiss; the same mark 
of favour used by royalty at the present time. 

(29) The palace at Karnak had eight avenues, three to the south, 
three to the north, one to the east, and one to the west. The most 
magnificent was the avenue connecting Karnak and Luxor, which was 
paved throughout its whole course of six thousand feet long, and must 
here have contained* six hundred sphinxes on each side. As the 
Egyptians planted sycamore and other trees around their buildings, it 
is impossible to form any conception of this stupendous and unparalleled 
approach. This magnificent avenue terminated on the side of Karnak 
by another line, which reached the triumphal gateway in front of the 
grand temple on the south. 

(30) The basin, or sacred pond, in front of the palace of Karnak, 
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is three hundred and ninety-six feet the largest nde, and two hundred 
and forty the smallest. This immense excavation was entirely lined 
with stone. 

The last gate of granite is covered, interiorly and exteriorly, with 
pictures and hieroglyphics, designed with a purity of outline and a rich- 
ness of detail truly admirable. Under the class of labour these granite 
sculptures are equally fine with any on the obelisks. What must have 
been the temper of the tools calculated to cut these innumerable cha- 
racters ? 

(31) The hall of Kamak is the most extraordinary of all the mo- 
numents in Egypt The ceilings are supported by a hundred and 
thirty-four columns of gigantic proportions, and are the most enor- 
mous ever employed in the interior of a building; they require at least 
six men to embrace their circle, and are sixty-five feet high. The 
hieroglyphics are of proportionate grandeur, as well as the sculptured 
procession and offerings to the gods. The walls of this vast hall verify 
an important fact, of the Egyptians using tenons or beams of wood to 
secure the blocks of stone more firmly. This remarkable fact has 
been hitherto noticed only in the oldest Cyclopian monuments. — See 
Sir William GelPs Argolis, and the account of the Cyclopian towns in 
Italy. 

The dimensions of this wonderful hall are 1 54 feet long by 308 feet 
wide. The gate which leads to it is twenty feet wide, and sixty-three 
feet high from the ground to the ceiling ; the cornice and architrave 
^re thirty- one feet ; so that altogether it is ninety-four feet high ; an 
elevation truly prodigious for a gate, and surpassing all in Thebes. As 
a scale whereby to appreciate its immense elevation, it may be ob- 
served, that'the great doorway of the south-western entrance of Font- 
hill Abbey, whidi is at this time so extolled for its height and grandeur, 
is thirty five feet only, scarcely more than half of the actual elevation 
of this gate; omitting the thirty-one feet of the cornice and architrave 
altogether, it exceeds by seven feet the whole elevation of the Louvre. 
liet us conceive theae enormous valves, whether of wood or bronzci 
opening on thdr vast hinges to the imposing spectacle which this forest 
of columns, this hall of giants, roust present to the senses. — Descript. 
de TEgypte, tome ii. 

(32) The use of naphtha was unquestionably known to the ancients. 
VOL. L X 
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Mr. Kitnieiv in hU. Geographicitl Memoir of Persia, 8ay% the most 
]^fadtioU?e are those in the vicinity of Kerkook, Mendali, and Hit> 
on the banks of the Euphrates. The white naphtha afibrda a better 
light than the black, and is used in lamps.^Einniery 39. 

(33) The sulyects of scalpture in the northern cabinet of the granite 
apartments display the riches and spiendeurs of the Pharaohs. Here 
are depicted yases, collars of pearls, perfume vessels, and every article 
of luxury. The vases, by the purity of thdr forms, and their elegance 
of proportions, surpass the most precious of antiquity. The Etruscan 
deaignk have nothing so exquisite'; hous^old furniture, utensils, 
Standards, confers, and c<dlars, vases of lotos leaves and buds, and 
maaqucBk Heic are two obelisks delineated, with truncated tops, and 
tbciefiNre not the design of those in the courts of this palace : those 
similar are the Heliopolis, and Alexandrian obelisks. A coflfer, bomQ 
6b the shoulders by two ^ves, and other figured cofiers, ate fac- 
similes of those described by Apulehis as borne in public processions, 
and endoni^ ibe mysteries. One vase has a kind of tower sculptured 
on it; around it are groups of men in cars, and unknown quadrupeds ; 
two human figures form the handles. Another vase is naounted with 
tire iiawks, their. Wings extended* It cannot be doubted, these eltra- 
ordinary objects were all executed in chased gold work for the sove. 
reign. In one of the panels on the waUs is sculptured a levd, with a 
line weight hanging A-om a centre, and dropping into a hole, adapted 
to determine the level with the most unerring accuracy. 

Beyond the peristyle three doorways conduct to apartments re« 
markable for their richness and exquisite sculpture. Two steles, or 
trundled obelisks of the finest rose granite, decorate the entrances 
all seems to indicate a mysterious and venerated plaee. The cdlhigs 
are formed of blocks of granite, with gold stars on an avure ground. 
Their walls exhibit fkmiliar and domestic scenes, and not mythologic 
subjects, with a multitude of varied sculptures and paintings: the 
colours are yet brilliant^ particukrly the greens. Hie cornices of the 
doorways w^e ornamented with winged globes ; but the didcs were cf 
metal, as Ve still see the qpace they occupied, and the holes whereby 
they were fiistened. The JSgyptians excelled In gilding, and these 
orbs were of bronxe gilded, if not of gold. There is another ieature 
of magnificence in these halls,^n the holes of the Imtels, where the 
trunnions of the door turned is stiUa green CDloar,indicatii^ a^ doMe 
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of copper ; so that there can be little doubt but that the doors of these 
apartments were of bronze, hung on pins of the same metal. 

(34) T\e Agathodemon, Cneph, or the Good Genius, is represented 
by the winged globe and serpents. The globe is the solar disk, the 
great difinity of Egypt ; the wings, its swiftness and yotecting power ) 
the serpent, eternity ; the whole emblem together be«une the Agatho^ 
demon, or the good genius of Eg3rpt. The inhabitants of Thebais, 
indeed, do not acknowledge those to be gods who were once mortal; 
for they worship their god Cneph only, whom they look upon without 
beginning, and so without end ; and are for this teason alone exempt 
from that tax which is levied tipon all the rest of their countrymen 
towards the maintenance of the sacred animals— Plut. Isfs and Osiris, 

(35) It is amid the eontagion and quicksands of this morass that the 
mythology of Egypt places the evil Typhon, the author of moral and 
physical ill. The word Seibonic, m its Egyptian signification, mea)(^s, 
to ' spread around noxious exhalations.* — Champ, ii. 304. 

(36) In speaking of the sculptures of Thebes, the sentiments of Mr. 
]ftamilton, an eye.witness of their present state and appearafice, and a 
scholar and man of eminent talents, must go far to prove their sub- 
lime features. Page 1 14 he says, in front of the propylaeum are the two 
most magnificent obelisks in the world. Of the sculptures on the 
eastern wing, he says, the disposition of the figures and execution df 
the whole picture are equally admirable, and surpass all ideas thdt 
have becft formed of the state of the arts in Egypt. — Page 1 1 6. The 
delineations are portrayed with a strara of praise^ whlch» fiowfng from 
such a peii» warrants all the statements of Dekion a«id the French In- 
stitute. ^ S«e pages U 6» II 7. ' It is impossible,* Mr. Hamilton pro - 
ceeds, * to view and i«fleot upon a pictxire-so eoploas and* so detailed, 
withotit fa^cyikig that I here saw tbe origimil of many of Horner*^ 
kKtles, and the deUils of Herodotus and Diodorus. Had the artist 
been better acquainted with the rules of perspectite, the performance 
might have done credit to the genius of a Michel Angelo or Julb Ro- 
mano.'— Plage 119. Egyptlaca. 

(37) Fire they call Vuicati ; and him they have in veneration at a 

x2 
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great god, «s be Ihtt greatly contributed to the generatioD and per- 
fection of all beings whatsoever.— Diod. b. i. c. 1. 

(38) Chaeremon says that the goddess Ids appeared to Amenophis 
in his sleep, and blamed him that her temple had been dembUshed in 
the war; but that Phritiphanes, the sacred scribe, said to bun, that in 
case he would pvrge Egypt of the men who had pollutions upon them, 
he should no longer be troubled with such frightful apparitions. — 
Whiston's Josephus, yol. iv. 8vo. p. 308, 311, 314. 

■ (39) Sesostris. His achievements and progress through the East 
are.detailed precisely similar to every fabulous hero ; he erects statues, 
,or. Hermes? so did Semiramis, according to Diodorus. And in con- 
clusion, Herodotus admits some told him it was a figure of Memnon. 
— Euterpe, i. 338. 

Whatever monarch might reign over Egypt, and distinguish him- 
self in arms, it is impossible to consider the legend of this monarch as 
actual history, copying, as it so manifestiy does, the acts of Bacchus, 
Semiramis, Osiris, and, in fact, the first hero god of antiquity; and 
the name is a compound solar titie. Diodorus says, that Sethosis (the 
same as Sesostris) placed before the temple of Vulcan Phtha his 
statue and that of his queen, of thirty cubits high, and those of his 
children, of twenty cubits each ; and of one single block of granite. — 
ChampoUion, i. 355. It was Sesostris who made a regular distribution 
of the lands of Egypt. He assigned to each Egyptian a square piece 
of ground : whoever was a sufferer by the inundation of the Nik, was 
permitted to make the king acquainted with his loss ; certain officers were 
appointed to inquire into the particulars, &c. It may not be improbable, 
Herodotus says, that this was the origin of geometry. — ^Euterpe, i. 340. 

The priests instruct the youth in two sorts of learning ; the sacred, 
and the more common and ordinary. In arithmetic and geometry 
they keep them a long time : for as the river every year changes the 
&ce of the soil, the neighbouring inhabitants are at great difference 
among themselves concerning the boundaries of their land, which can- 
not be easily known but by the help of geometry. — ^Diod. b. L c. 6. 

(40) The Eleusinian mysteries, it is admitted, were borrowed from 
the Isiac, and a notice was previously given of nine days. The 
horror evidenced hy all who passed through them, shows how terrible 
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were the tetts; the mystic expressions of all the fragments extant 
display a danger of death connected with the most appalling associa- 
tions ; and no better proof of their extreme influence on the mind 
can possibly be adduced, than the very limited number of Epoptse which 
appear to have been enrolled, notwithstanding the attractive and 
shining advantages attached to the privilege. 

Its scenes are often metaphorically borrowed from the ocean, and 
are indeed intimidating. * Like the rushing of hostile spears, the 
floods came forth from heaven to the great deep ;' ' the violence of con- 
vulsive throes;' 'with thundering din the billows roll in the day of 
vengeance ;' ' though I love the strand, I dread the wave ;* < dismal the 
overwhelming stroke ;* * as for him who repented of his enterprise^ the 
lofty wave has hurried the babbler far away to his death ;* ' the conduct 
of the water will declare Uiy merit.* 

The being who returned from the final initiation, however brave of 
heart and elevated of rank, uniformly exhibited the most undissembled 
marks of extreme terror; but such obscurity hangs over the actuid 
details, that we can only say, as the warning herald, Proeul ette^pro- 
fanL 

^41 ) The ApoUonean trophy, or emblem of the solar deity, is 
couched under the form of the obelisks, which are among the most 
elaborate and precious of the renuuns of Egypt. Rome, in the height 
of her grandeur, could not imitate these piUars. It was esteemed a 
wonder of mechanic powers to waft them from the banks of the Mile 
to the Tiber, which they still adorn. Of eleven, which Egypt still con- 
tains, it is the richest and highest, being ninety-one feet high, and of 
a single stone. The obelisk of the lAteran at Rome is ninety-nine 
feet, including the base; its monogram is that of Rameses. The 
obelisk at St Peter's is seventy-eight feet ; that of Psamis, at the 
Porta del Popolo, seventy-three feet six inches ; that of S. Maria 
Messina, forty- five feet four inches. 

Rameses erected an obelisk of ninety-nine feet in height, and, it is 
said, kept 20,000 men at work about it. The king in person, when it 
should be reared on end, fearing lest the engines devised to raise it, 
and hold the head thereof between heaven and earth, in the rearing 
should fail, and not be able to bear up the monstrous weight—because 
be would lay the heavier charge upon the artificers that were about 
ibis enterprise, upon their utmost peril, caused his own son to be bound 
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to the top thereoT, imagining that the ctre of the engineen who under- 
took the weighing tip this obdnk over the young pniice» for fear of 
hurting hiny woidd alio induce them to he the more careful to preserve 
the stone. — PHny, fib. xxxvi. cap. 9^ 

(42) It has been cleariy ascertained that this inscription of the 
hieroghfpbics on the obelisk of Rameses, as presetred by Herlnaplon, 
and found in Ammianus Marcellinus, is their true sense and import 
The whole inscription is taken from the Appendix to Remarks ott 
Babyk>nian Antiquities, by Maurice, 4to. p. 75. 

(43) The dress of Amenophis, however splen^ is in truth oidy 
the exact fac-simile of a robed monarch or priest ddineattd in the ex- 
hibited tomb of Psamis or Necho, the extraorfinary richness of whose 
mantled robes, as well as the splendour and eflfect of the colours, were 
surprising. The figure was the sulject of repeated examinations «f 
the mithor. In the conclusions respecting the Nebris robe of sanctity 
taking rise from our first parent being so clothed in the immediate ii^ 
terview with the Deity which succeeded his transgression, are involved 
many interesting subjects, leading far beyond the compass of a note. 
For ^ consideration of the my thobgy ftnd opinions of the Egyptians 
appear no inadequate pursuits; and well hu M. Ouvaroff deelaied 
iSgypt to be the true link which united Asia to Europe; and that 
possessing a key to the mysteries of Egypt and the East, would IcmI 
us to the kst moments of polytheism. — See his Essay on Eleusmien 
Mysteries. Plutarch (Isis and Osiris) observes, the priests of Aph 
wore the skins of hinds, using the term Nebris robe. The same 
-dress and character were found by Alexander in India. — See Quintus 
Gurtius. The dress therefore exhibits the Idng as the head of Ins 
kingdom, as the patriarch of his family and race; in the light of the 
ancient patriarchs, possessed of peculiar privileges, and especially that of 
the chief or head sacrificer. Hence in the Scriptures we see its im- 
portance in the high dignity of Noah, and Abraham, and Job, which 
is a faithful transcript of patriarchal manners; and the value of pri- 
mogeniture in the repentance of Esau: and profane history and 
tradition exhibit theise persons throughout the East in characten 
of simibr importance; and this privil^e shows how the Egyptians, 
seeing their kings always of the priesthood, contemplating the sar 
crificer as well as th« sacrifice in the saered fight of divinity, such 
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«c tbey fluppoMed esdstitig in tbeir sacred bulla Af»^ and. Mnevis, 
actually viewed ia this, light their aoTer^ns at gods. Alexander 
saw the scopie which tbi^ asoription of divinity to their sovereigns 
throughout the East afforded to his ambitious projects, and he acted 
upon it with the roost profiMind sagacity: so efficaciously did he |ni-> 
press on the East his daim of son of Amnion, that, reaching India, 
the rajahs net him with their . submissions, pronouncing, * that he 
was the third of JiqHter's offipring who had reached their country; 
Bacchus and Hercules they knew by traditbn, his presence they 
witnessed.* It is therefore with regret that we read in an excellent 
writer tfa^ following expressions : ' Whoever recorded th^ gloriea of 
anQther> was disposed to intermix divine ^onours with his panegyric : 
in such a country, Jtmight be considered- as a kind of dilemma of de- 
gradation, whether it was most, ridiculous to be made a divinity, or to 
be excluded from so plebeian an assemblage.* If this be written in 
reference to the apoU»eosis and flatteries of the Ptolemies, it should 
be recollected, it was not then ancient Mizraim, but a conquered pro- 
vince of Persia, crushed and destroyed, her arts and sciences extin- 
guished, her priesthood slaughtered, her forms remaining to flatter her 
conquerors, but the bright original lost. We might as well judge and 
write of Athens from the base Athenians flattering the vicious De- 
metrius : yet whoever thought of under- rating the contemporaries of 
Aristides, Miltiades, and Pericles, because their descendants could be 
the panders of Demetrius and Lamia? It is thus that generalities en,- 
gender prejudice, and load a subject with difficulties. Thus Juvenal's 
tale is any thing rather than history. Exiled from Rome, his delight, 
a caustic satirist, he sits down to vilify and abuse the abode of his dis- 
grace. Suppose all he asserts to be. true : is it the Egypt of the Pha- 
raohs? just as much as Nero's Rome was the city of Fabricius and 
Camillus. But when kings were priests, and robed as divinities, Egypt 
was governed by its Pharaohs; and however strange and extra- 
ordinary we must deem their worship of animals to be, as a kingdom, 
they were the most flourishing and rich ; as a people, possessed of the 
greatest abundance of aU the comforts of life of any country we read 
of; governed by established laws, and possessed of many checks 
against the evil of an absolute monarchy : and throughout this work 
it is these times which are sketched ; and however prolix the tale may 
seem, the developments of this era are extraordinary, and their sculp- 
tures and* delineations of art are well deserving our closjest attention. 
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(44) Tbe great priests or sacrificers attadied a bandeau or diadem 
troond tbeir bead, with tbe aspic in front; tbe cirde^ tbe symbol of 
Osiris, or tbe solar disk ; tbe asp, tbe UbseuSy designating tbe divinity, 
or the initiati illuminated with bis knowledge; tbe rabid or collar, com- 
posed of three rows of drops or pearls, and three rows of angles; the 
drops symbolize wisdom, tbe character dengniates a man with tbe sym- 
bol of rain. The Arabs say, * A sage without fruit is a cloud without 
rain:' and rain, and drops of rain, are, throughout the prophetic 
books^ symbols of knowledge and heavenly wisdom. 

(45) Tbe sacrifices are indeed worthy notice, as bearing a strong 
analogy in many striking p<nnts to the Levitical injunctions. Tbe 
beast was sealed by the priest, without blemish ; a fire kindled on the 
altar, on which a copious libation of wine was poured ; tbe god so- 
lemnly invoked, and the victim killed ; the head separated, upon which 
they heaped imprecations, wishing that whatever evil threatened tbe 
sacrificers, or Egypt in general, it might fall on that bead : the head was 
then sold to the Greek traders, or thrown into tbe river. This cere- 
mony of the head was common throughout all Egypt ; no Egyptian on 
any account would eat of the head of a beast. — Euterpe, i. 265. Hence 
the Egyptians hated and despised the Greeks because they ate the 
head of the sacrificed beasts. 

Herodotus gives particulars of the sacrifice to Isis. On the pre- 
ceding day, they fast, and after they have prayed, they sacrifice a bul- 
lock, taking out the bowels, and leaving the iat with the vitals in the 
carcass. This done, they cut ofi* the legs, and end of the loin, to- 
gether with the shoulders and neck ; and having filled the body with 
fine bread, honey, dried raisins, figs, incense, myrrh, and other per- 
fumes, they perform the rites of consecration, and pour in a great 
quantity of oil. They sacrifice fasting, beating themselves during all 
the time the flesh lies on the fire; and when they have so done, they 
feast upon the rest of the offering. — Euterpe, 99* 

This description of the historian explains the sacrifice seen in Bd- 
zom*s plates, where the bull is wrapped in tbe spotted robe, after having 
been disembowelled and prepared for the sacrifice, and the officiating 
priest has cut off a leg of the animal. The same representation 
is in Denon*s plates, folio, plate 106: and it accounts for the pro- 
strate attitude of the animal, without any appearance of blood, as in 
fact it is the carcass prepared for sacrificei It would be a curious 
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inquiry to trace the yarious ingredients put within the body, thus 
shaped as a bans previously to its becoming an offering, which is 
commenced by the consecration, after the legs, neck, and all protruding 
members are cut off. The articles thus presented to the deity, are the 
same as to this day, in Persia, they strew in the road before the king 
or their governor, as they approach their towns, and are all intimately 
interwoven with pagan rites and doctrines, not only in Egypt and 
India, but the whole East. ' 

The cow, thus consecrated and sacrificed, despoiled of its members, 
and become a t3rpe of Isis, as well as a sacrifice, may throw light upon 
the passage of Homer describing the descent of Ulysses into Hades, 
and the sacrifice of the bullock, whose blood bdnff tasted, communi- 
cated the gift of prophecy to his ancestor. In truth, the passage com- 
bmes the principal features of Egyptian doctrine which are discernible 
throughout Homer. The sacrifice thus consecrated became Isis her- 
self, as was the golden cow exhibited yearly at the pyramid of Myce- 
rinus, and the various bovine symbols throughout Egypt ; and being 
also itself an arga or ark, as its name of Theba imports, which was 
also called Soros, as exhibiting the descent of Osiris into Hades, it 
possessed the oracular properties of the ark of Isis, and was capable of 
giving responses ; and thus we perceive why Homer represents his 
hero completing his sacrifice precisely conformable to the Egyptian 
rites, and receiving his communications from the sacred sacrifice as an 
oracular gift of the threefold Isis, or thrice- invoked dark goddess of 
Egypt, symbolized in the slain beast 

We perceive the beast shiin as a sacrifice to be, in these prints, en* 
Tdoped in a Nebris mantle of spotted fawn, or panther's robe ; in this 
sacred mantle also is every sacrificer represented in the ten thousand 
sculptures and painted ceremonies of Egypt on their walls yet before 
our eyes: they are universally clothed in an animal skin, the tail 
hanging downward. So also are the priests of the Indian Seva and 
the Grecian Bacchus described; and precisely similar accounts are 
given of all the actions of man engaged in sacrifice, which is brought 
to us from the earliest ages. May not this garb, then, allude to the 
mode of Adam being so clothed and so clad in the skin of a beast by 
the Deity, upon the first offence and guilt of man, which lies at the 
root, and is the efficient cause of all sacrifice being required ? Dr. 
Magee abundantly proves, that sacrifice is built throughout the world 
upon the idea that it was necessary to propitiate the gods, and that it 
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wu onlx to be done by blood ; and we also meet with the phrase of 
' eiqpiatiog a crime,' and of * a wickedness so black, as to be incapable 
of any other expiation.' — See Herodotus»lifa^ ii.. c. 39« Hesycbius 
thus describes the nature of the annual human sacrifice of the Athe- 
nians, as meaning * life for life;' and Porphyry asserts the same : but 
as a proof of their exalting the sacrifice to divinity itself, see the tenets 
of the Hindus, As. Res. y. 379, and the practice of all pagan nations. 
They worshipped Brahma as the victim, and the victim as a divinity. 
Thus the Phoenicians esteemed their sacrifices ^ mystical;' the slaugh- 
tered ?ictim represented the victim god^i and was worshipped as his 
proxyw Thus the Egyptians sacrificed red bulls, because the sacred 
colour, of T^rphon wa# red ; and immolated oa the high place of Ofiris 
men of a ruddy con^plexion^Diod. lib. i. ; associating ^heni, in identity 
of colour and character, as closely as possible to the divinity. 

(46) The arts of Egypt are now chi^y to be traced in their scjdp- 
tures. The car, with its equipage and trophies, are precisely thus on 
granite walls, and coloured so as to convey its substance. What then 
ihaU we aay of their perfection of design? It is the interest which 
must floiw from the consideration of the arts, and their perfectibility 
attested at such very remote ages, which will redeem, it is hoped* the 
tediousoess of detail of the processions.— See Denon, Sculptures oS 
Habu ; also Packouke. 

(47) No bullock is permitted to be ofiered to the gods which has 
not the 8«d of the Sphragistse stamped upon it-»an order of priesU 
peculiariy set apart for this purpose, whence they derive their name. 
Their impress, according to Carter, is, < a man upon his knees, with 
l^s hands tied behind him, and a sword pointed at his throat.'— Plu- 
tarch, Isis and Osiris, p. 41 . The animal sacrificed was, as appears in 
the Taluable paintings of the tomb of Psamis, always enveloped in a 
mantle of spotted skin, similar to the sacrificer's. robe.— See BQl»>ni> 
Atlas, plate 13. Denon, folio, plate 106. 

(48) The taricheutes are so named in Diodonis, as those persons 
who actually embalmed, or, as the ancients phrased it, < salted the 
corpse.'^Diodorus, chap. 7. 

(49) May eve, running into May«day, was very genenUy jidopted 
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SI the season of mystic rites; and India, Babylonia, Britain, and lre« 
land, all agreed on celebrating at that time the orgies of their chief ddty. 
The reason appears, that Noah probably quitted the ark at the vernal 
equinox. The genuine period of passing through the mysteries was 
three oriental days; they entered the artificial Hades the evening of 
the first day, and were not liberated until the morning of the third 
day. The confinement was sometimes extended to a longer period ; 
but stin the allott^ period was always produced by a cabalistic multi- 
plication of three into itself. Thus Pythagoras was actually immured 
three times nine days.— Pagan Idolatry, voL iii. 137. 

(50) It has been wondered what the prismatic cavities eould be 
Just over the small square openings, visible not only at Bdfu, bat in 
most of the pylones of Egypt, these cavities reaching through the 
whole thickness of the walls. A sculptured painting in the grand 
temple of Kamak furnishes the explanation ; wherein tliey appear filled 
by great trees or masts, their elevation inferring they were spliced as 
our present masts. At their extremities are pikes, to which are at- 
tached streamers or banners ; they are vertically placed in the sockets, 
and braced down by clasps- The machinery connected with tiiese 
moveable banners is very curious ; for such it may be assumed they 
were, used only at fetes or ceremonies, as the cavities are scrupulously 
finished with hieroglyphics. How magnificent must have been these 
standards, varied perhaps in reference to the importance of the building 
which they decorated ! as at Phijoe there were two» at Edfu four, at 
'Kamak eight apertures. 

(51) The aquatic lotos, which has the remarkable property of ev^r 
rising to the surfiMse of the water and never suiking beneath it, jiras 
■made a symbol of the eartii. In this casc^ the caUx of the flower r^- 
presoited the whole mundane boat; the four larger leaves, the four 
great continental divisions ; the eight smaller ones, the eight islands. 
—See the account of its symbolic character, As. Res. The delineation 
of Isis reposing is borrowed from the Buddha Avatar, As. Ret. ii. 
383. 

(52) It appears from observations of M. Hammer, that the Eastern 
nations have an undoubted claim to the invention of the Gredc Are, 
lately revived among us in the Ceagrefe^rookcis, Its name in to 
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other way ooDfiects H with the Greeks, than as proving its use hy them 
at the siege of Constantinople, and to have been learned from tbe Sa- 
racens or Arabs. It is also evidence of its being an Eastern invention, 
that tbe principal ingredients named for composing it are not originally 
from Europe, but from the interior provinces of Persia and Arabia. If 
this secret was known to Arabia and Persia, and the acknowledged 
pre-eminence of China, India, and the Eastern world in fireworks be 
conridered, it may appear probable that Egypt, far surpassing these 
countries in knowledge, was not ignorant of this brilliant art The 
Chinese have long been in possession of a method of rendering fire 
brilliant, and variegated in its colours, and we are indebted to Father 
D'Hancarville for the secret : it consists in the use of a very simple 
ingredient; namely, cast-iron reduced to a powder more or less fine. 
This sand, when it inflames, emits a light exceedingly vivid; and it is 
TCiy surprising to see fragments of this matter, no bigger than a poppy 
teed, form all at once luminous flowers and stars, twelve and fifteen 
lines iu diameter. These flowers are of diflerent forms and of dif- 
ferent colours, according to the matter with which the grains are 
mixed. The Eastern nations were perfectly versed in fireworks at a 
veiy remote period; and a class so competent to a display of art as the 
Egyptian magicians were, may be supposed sdentific enough to give 
this trial to the Thebans. 

(53) The artificial mound on whidi the palace of Habu is bwlt is 
full 2000 feet square. The peristyle court is most stupendous, and 
appears calculated for the grand audience court of the Pharaohs. The 
whole pictorial and sculptured subjects refer to a war and a triumph 
over a race, as the Palli, or Persians, or Bactrians, as Mr. Hamilton 
teims them ; such is the region of Caucasus, whence these invaders 
proceeded. A comparison of their sculptured dress with the figures of 
Necho's tomb, and those of the Persepolitan sculptures in Sir R. K. 
Porter's sketches, bears witness to their conformity. The windows 
resting on human figures, the compartments, with marks evidencing 
that they contained bronze trophies, all concur to invest this paUce 
with an appearance of great splendour and e£fect — See Hamilton's 
Sgyptiaca; Denon, Descript. de I'figypte. 

(54) If we examine the outlines of the Indian Isa and Seva, the 
Typhonian Osiris, and the two independent principles of good and evil 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NOTES. 817 

of the Magi, we shall readily perceive why they were each reckoned 
etemaL In fact, such a notion was but the necessary result of that 
philosophy which taught an endless succession of similar worlds. 
Matter, under all its modifications, was everlasting ; but each parti- 
cular system contained within itself the seeds of dissolution : and again, 
the great Father himself was eternal in his duration, but every in- 
cipient world beheld a distinct manifestation of him. Hence it followed, 
that destruction, or the evil principle, though it might lie dormant for 
a season, was, by the very nature of things, immortal ; and that the re- 
producing great Father, or the good principle, though he might from 
time to time be vanquished and overpowered, was in himself physically 
immortal likewise.'^Tab. vol. iii. 57. 

(55) Jamblichus quoted from certain books ascribed to Hermes, 
extant in his time, and regarded as genuine. Hermes places the god 
Cneph as the ruler of the celestial gods, whom he declares to be a self- 
intelligent mind, absorbed in his own contemplations. Before this 
Cneph, he places one being without parts, which he terms the first 
occult power, and denominates Eikton : * in this the first intelligible 
principle is contained ; it is worshipped only in silence.' — Prichard, 
171. 

(SB) Typhon was sometimes called Seth, and worshipped under the 
semUance of an ass.— See Plutarch, Isis and Osiris. But Seth, as a 
masculine title, variously expressed Tath, and Thoth, or Hermes. 
Thus Josephus tells us that the children of Seth were great astronomers, 
and that they engraved their discoveries on two pillars in the land of 
Siriad, in order that they might escape the ravages of a deluge either 
offireor of water. 

(57) Euripides, embodying the mystic allegoiy of Earth or Nature 
as a divinity, says, 

O spacious Earth ! and thou, celestial Air, 
Who art the sire of gods and mortal men ! 
While she, the ambrosial mother, doth receive 
The genial showers on her expanded breast. 
Teeming with human offspring, and bruogs forth 
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Tbealiment of life, and all the tribes « 

That roam the forest; justly theooe proclaimed 
Mother of all 

(58) The obsenrations on the origia of eril, and the beautiful pass- 
age of Typhon sbeddii^ his oomdiiiess» and nourishing hatred by op« 
posing himself to Osiris, or goodness, is taken from an interesting 
passage in the Athenian Letters, a work of the purest taste and ele- 
gancob — vol. i. 

(59) The Egyptians little value the short Ume of this present life* 
but put a high esteem upon the name and reputation of a virtuous life 
after death ; and they call the houses of the living, inns, because they 
stay in them but a little while; but the sepulchres of the dead they 
call everlasting habitations, and leave nothing undone to beautify 
them. — Diodorus, b. i. c. 4. 

The fable of the frog ajqpertains to the mysticism of the Sefis, in 
Journal des Savans, 1822. 

(60) This doctrine was contained, according to tradition, in the 
Hermaic books, inferring that the souls are excerpted from the great 
fountain of creation ; which, although expressed in a singular sense, as 
Earth, Nature, Rhea — has a plurality of essences, as combining and 
swallowing up all that is created. This doctrine may be traced in 
Celsus, Eusebras, the fragments of Pythagoras, &c. 

(61) These were the declarations to be made by the Mystse before 
the temple. — Hale, vol. iii. 1 79. 

(62) We learn that the worship of Egypt was directed towards phy- 
sical objects, or the departments and powers of Nature. It may be 
questioned, whether the people had any exalted idea of the invisible 
Author, as distinguished from his works. — Prichard, p. 34. 

(63) Isis, which appears as the cow when representing the pre- 
serving power, is doubtless propounded to us in a sublime sense under 
the veiled goddess of the temple of Sms. The import of the inscrip- 
lion, and its connexion with the pepkis and Minerva of the AcropoUs, 
is treated in a future note. 
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(64) Tbe temple of Sait potfetsed two inscriptiont^tbe one on Iris; 
IS Nature^ the lecond u follows, on the irchitraTe ; the description of 
which, as wen as the explanation, are in Pint Isis and Osiris. 

(65) A sentiment contained among many others d curious and 
striking import, in a small collection, caOed after the celebrated Hermes 
Trismegisteus; and which, although of the later Alexandrian school, 
and undoubtedly a fabrication, yet probably embody original parts of 
the Egyptian doctrines. 

(66) The phoenix was an Egyptian hieroglyphic, expressing their 
great cycle of 1461 years, and therefore, it is presumed, may merit a 
forther explanation, lAthough so long a note has already appeared on 
the subject. The same is shown to Herodotus in the enigma of the 
Heliopolitan priests, that the Sun had four times deviated from his re- 
gular course, that is, had run their long cycle of time, and recom- 
menced his astronomical course.— Hale, i. 141. (A tenet applied by 
them to a continued succession of similar worlds upon a larger prin* 
ciple.) The phoenix is described by Herodotus; its life stated to be 
five hundred years : it resuscitates itself, yet bears the dead body of 
Hs parent, enclosed in a ball of myrrh, in the shap^ of an egg, to the 
temple of the Sun .-^Herodotus. Ovid adds the particular bf this bird 
'framing its aromatic nest upon the summit of the pahn. Tacitus de- 
lines the age of tbe phoenix to be 1461 years, which most probably 
means three of its supposititious terms of life, foitning the great year 
df tho Egyptianif. It is manifestly blended with Osiris, as the Sun: 
thus a figure is represented with painted wings, denoting the Sun; the 
wings of difierent colours, as the emblem represented that luminary in 
-t&e upper or lower half of the zodiac. In tbe upper hemisphere, the 

Sun had wings of a brilliant hue; but in the wintry months, or during 
his hifemal course, he was pahited with wings of a dark blue colour.— 
Macrobius. Plutarch shows the Egyptians also emblemed the Sun in 
the whole allegory, as the dead phoenix is enclosed in an egg or ball of 
myrrh, and borne to the temple of the Sun. Myrrh, he says, may be 
looked upon as the workmanship of the Sun himself, the trees weeping 
it forth by the heat of his beams ; and thus they ofler it for incense by 
day, owing its birth to the Sun. — Isis and Osiris, 1 12. Upon the wals 
of Medinet Habu, and of Edfii, the phoenix is displayed as Macrobius 
describes ; n6t as the bird, the winged yduth, ^ Mtneros or CapM 
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of Egypt The figure is gracefully formed, haviog a tuft or crett on 
bis bead, as in Pliny; and, according to Herodotus, roseate and gold : 
his arms extended toward a star, perbaps Sirius ; and as be is kneding 
on a vase, the symbol of the Nile, the hieroglyphic most probably 
united the figure of the great Sotbic period of 1461 years recom- 
mencing its course, with the leading on of the Nile and the opening of 
the summer solstice. The pbcenix is on the walla of Babu Edfii and 
of Philoe. 

The first generation of men in Egypt, contemplating the beauty of 
the superior world, and admiring with astonishment the frame and 
order of the universe, supposed there were two chief gods that were 
eternal, that is to say, the Sun and the Moon, the first of which they 
called Osiris, and the other Isis, both names having proper etymo- 
logies; for Osiris signifies a thing with many eyes, which may be very 
properly applied to the Sun, darting its rays into every comer, and as 
it were with so many eyes viewing and surveying the whole land and 
sea; with which agrees the poet, ' The Sun from bis lofty sphere all 
sees and hears.' Some surname him Sirius ; some likewise set him 
forth, clothed with the spotted skin of a fawn (called Nebris), from the 
variety of stars that surround hUn.*Diod. b. i. c. 1. 

Osiris the priests declare to have been of a black colour, or a deep 
blue ; so also is Mnevis, the sacred bull kept at Heliopolis ; the Nile 
also is called Sirius or black river: Egypt itself also, by reason of 
the extreme Uackness of the soil, is called Chemia, the very name 
which is given to the black part, or pupil of the eye ; it is moreover 
characterised by them under the figure of the human heart — Plutarch, 
Isis and Osiris, 44. 

(67) Herodotus says, the Egyptians have a song resembling the 
Linus of the Greeks ; it is of the remotest antiquity among them, and 
they call it Maneros. They have a tradition, that Maneros was the 
only son of their first monarch, and that having prematurely died, 
they instituted these melancholy strains in his honour, constituting 
their first and in earlier times their only song. — Euterpe, 79. Plu- 
tarch notices, that they sung a sacred dirge or lamentation over Osiris, 
* bewuling him who was born on the right side of the world, and who 
perished on the left* — Isis and Osiris, 42. 

As thus the enclosure of Osiris in the ark, the exact circumstance 
. typ'i^ed by the changes of the butterfly, is connected with the story of 
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Maneros by a sacred song, the reader will feel gratified by the beautiful 
lines of Mr. Rogers, thus substituted for a measure that, is lost. 

(68) The procession, character, and details of the ceremonies and 
entrance into the cave are principally embodied in the useful detail in 
Hale's Chronology, voLiii. 179, note. 

(69) Buddha is frequently represented by nothing but a large black 
stone.—Maurice, Ind. Ant. iii. p. 31. Terminus was thought to be 
the stone which Saturn swallowed instead of Jupiter. Betylus was 
the brother of Cronus Dagon and Atlas ; and Uranus, their parent, 
contrived stones called Betulia, which possessed the power of motion, 
as if instinct with life. Tbey were probably sacred rocking-stones. 
The peculiar and primeval form of Mercury was a large stone,^ without 
either hands or feet. Cybele was adored under the form of a stone in 
Pbrygia ; and Venus at Papbos, and Diana at Ephesus, were also re^ 
presented by a black stone. 

(70) The real nature of the scenes shown to an aspirant has never 
been toldj these trials, therefore, are of course purely imaginary, but 
they are constructed, as nearly as the author's conception enabled him 
io cast them, upon the hints of ancient writers. Too full of horror 
and dismay they could not be depicted ; and if the reader judges the 
attempt to be a failure, as may be the case, he may be assured it 
nevertheless has been the most laborious and difficult part of the book, 
and may crave indulgence from the singular obscurity of the subject. 

(71 ) The Furies are the bonds of men : this is among the fragments 
of Psellus, and from its threatening import seems applicable to this 
scene. 

(72) ' Having thoroughly purified him (an aspirant), the hierophant 
now discloses to the initiated a region all over illuminated and shining 
with a divine splendour. The cloud and thick darkness are dispersed, 
and the mind, which before was full of disconsolate obscurity, now 
emerges, as it were, into day, replete with light and cheerfulness, out 
of the profound depth into which it had been plunged.*— See Bishop 
Warburton on Mysteries. At the commencement of the joyful part 
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of the mysteries, a miraeulotis and divine light displays itseK^ and 
shining plains and flowery meadows open on all hands before them. 
Here they are entertained with hymns and dances, with the subBme 
doctrines of sacred knowledge^ Snd with reverend and holy visions. 
And now become perfect and initiated, they are free, and no longer 
under restnunts; but, crowned and trimnphant, they walk up and 
down the regions of the blessed, converse with pure and holy men, and 
celebrate Ute sacred mysteries at pleasure. — Stobaeus. Warburton. 

(73) Cupid, or Eros, is represented with resplendent golden pinions, 
with beautiful wings.— Orphic Hymns. In all the Osiric rites he is 
bewailed as Maneros, or Cupid the Menu ; and thus the butterfly, (con- 
nected by the Greeks with Cupid, in their elegant fable of Cupid and 
Psyche) from the remarkable physical changes which this insect un- 
dergoes, is made by the Egyptians a symbol of the death of Osiris, his 
enclosure within its lunette coffin, and Jiis restoration to life and 
liberty. 

In the Metamorphoses of Apuleius, which wholly treat of the an- 
cient orgies, wie are presented with the myth of Cupid and I^syche, or 
Love and the SouL From it we learn all the benefits which were be^ 
lieved to result from initiation, and all the evils which the soul expe^ 
rienced in consequence of its lapse from pristine integrity. But as we 
learn these particulars in immediate oonnexion with the mysteries 
which equally taught them, so we learn them likewise m imiiiediato 
connexion with the character of the great transmigniting father hhn- 
self, or Cupid, who is rightly described as the oldest of the ddties, who 
first appears when the renovated world springs out of the watery 

Chaos, of all the origin, gave birdi 

First to her ofiTspring the wide-bosom*^ Earth, 

The seat secure of all the gods, who now 

Possess Olympus, ever clothM ^th snow; 

Th* abodes of hell from the same fountain rise, 

A gloomy land, that subterranean lies ; 

And hence does Love his ancient lineage trace. 

Excelling fair of all the immortal race: 

At his approach all care is chitfed away, 

Kor can the wisest power resist his sway. 
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(74) tliemost important of all the new discoveries is in the fifth 
Volume of the Asiatic Researches. At the conclusion of the mysteries 
of Eleusis the congregation was dismissed in these words — * Conx, oro, 
Pa^t' TheM mysterious words have been hitherto considered as inex- 
plicflble ; but they are pure Sanscrit, and used to this day by the Brah- 
mins at the conclusion of religious rites.-»Ouvaroff on Eleusinian 
Mysteries, 28. 

(75) The descriptions of golden ornaments and Jewelled dresses 
might be conndered overrated, if ancient testimonies £d not exist to 
evidence that Mizraim under the Pharaohs abounded in precious 
metals and jewels. Of the immense quantity of gold which the Egyp* 
ttans possessed, and their elegant manufacture of it, we possess abun- 
dant testimony. Diodorus, describing a Imilding he calls the tomb of 
Osjrmandyas, informs us, that the exact sum of the gold and silver 
dug from the mines of theThebais, as inscribed on the walls, amounted 
to 3,000,000,000 of minse^ or 96,000,000 of our money. Another 
instance is the stupendous circle of wrought gold, 365 cubits in cir- 
cumference, which surrounded this tomb. From Moses may be ad- 
duced the golden chain which Pharaoh placed around the neck of 
Joseph, and * the exceeding riches in gold and silver * which Abraham 
carried out of Egypt: the multitude of gold and silver, vases, brace- 
lets, and other gol(i(en articles, offered to Moses by the Israelites for 
the temple, were doubtless carried out of £gypt. Her treasurels were 
so great, that they were made the subject of a prophet's promise to 
l^Cbiiehadnezzar, as a reward to his whole army for their incredible 
Aufiferitigs at the siege of Tyre. Much therefore of the Babylonian 
tftesuteswere derived from this source; yet in a very few years 
afterwards Cainbyses feund Egypt again so opulent, as to be Almost 
incredible. FVom the raer6 cinders of (he burning of Theb^ he ha(f 
Tlle^ forth 300 talents of gold mid 2300 talents of silver; and Hi 
Memjibii he found stich an immensci treasure in bulliofn and ornamental 
ifues, and statues of ^old and silver, as plerhaps no palace ever before 
contained. We rted ih Persia 6f a golden vine, oh whose branches 
hong clusters of emeralds and rubies ; but this was after the conquest 
of Egypt and of Babylon. Under the Ptolemies the same profusion 
of wealth may be found; an^ the veracity of Athenseus can scarcely 
induct the mind to sceredit t&e particulars he narrates of a religious 

Y 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8M NOTES. 

procession from his own ocular observation ; it distances all the detmls 
of Pern, and surpasses the wildest tales of the East. That militaiy 
personages also wore and used such splendid appendages is eridenced 
from the accounts of Holofemes, the Assyrian general* in the Apo- 
cryphal book of Judith, whose reduction of Egypt, Lydia, Olicia, 
Syria, and all Asia Minor, with the terror he impressed on these 
nations, prove him to have been no contemptible warrior ; yet we find 
that the canopy of his bed was woven with purple, and gold, and eme- 
ralds, and precious stones, and silver lamps were carried before hhn. 
While therefore the necklace and dress given to Rameses is exactly 
described from the figure of a sacred personage in the tomb of Psammis, 
the allusions to the riches of Egyptian palaces and temples are made 
in conformity to the appearances on their sculptures and eidsting re- 
mains, and the testimony of Herodotus, Diodorus, and (si^erior to their 
pages) of Holy Writ. 

(76) Herodotus repeatedly observes, that Isis is the Demeter of the 
Greeks, in Euterpe: 

The Earth is rightly called the Mother, 

Since from the teeming Earth all things proceed. 

Plutarch calls her the * all-receiving, having ten thousand 
that is, representing the powers of Nature.~Isis and Osiris. 

{71) The feelings of the possessors of Palestine are fully developed 
in the scriptural account of their destrucUon and expulsion, wherein 
they appear to shrink before the rightful owners, as usurpers and in- 
truders. The Pagan traditions in India, Greece, and divers other 
myths, have passages wherein the division of the earth is explicitly 
referred to ; but Palestine seems reserved as a sacred qiot, and unap- 
propriated, until the first expulsion of the shepherd kings led to their 
retirement into, and occupancy of it, bestowing on its district their own 
appellative. In the days of Abraham they had not taken possession of 
Palestine, which yet in the return of Israel from Egypt waa already 
known by their name. — Exod. xv. 14. Abraham, after making a co- 
venant with Abimelech, a Philistine or Palestine prince, at Beersheba, 
the king returned into the land of the Philistines; Beersheba^ thete- 
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fbre, was not hi that hnd, yet tubiequently they f pread up as high as 
Ekron, so that Beersheba was one of their most southerly towns : the 
progress of their settlements, therefore, was from south to north, that 
is, they came out of Egypt; and the land of the Philistines, which 
Abimelech retired into, could only be the district of Auaris or Goshen, 
which is the only district situated in the line of his movement And 
if this brief analysis, extracted from the erudite article, chap. t. toL iii. 
Pagan Idolatiy, is compared with die notice in the first volume^ an 
extract of Josephus, it will acquire consistency, and daim our atten- 
tion ; especially as Herodotus traditionally ascribes the pyramids to a 
shepherd, Philitis, wherein we recognize in truth the Philistine or the 
pastond PbUi, the conquerors of Mizraim at two distinct periods. 

(78) From Memphis to Thebes, toward Libya, were a hundred 
stables, all along the river, each of which were capable to hold two 
hundred horses, the marks and signs of which are yisible at this day. 
— Diod. b. i. c. 4. 

{79) The author fears that he has barbarously mutilated a beautiful 
bjrmn to the Indian deity Narayena, in the Asiatic Miscellany; but 
ha adaptation was so very superior to any lyric powers he possesses, 
that he dared to venture on its appropriation, recommending the 
reader to the original. 

(80) The chrciilar form of the earth, and its structure, suggested to 
the ancients the hieroglyphic of the eggs its shell the shell of the earth, 
and its liquid contents the centrical abyss. The Egyptian fable of 
Typhon, in his contest with Osiris, breaking the mundane egg^ and 
causing it to discharge its contents, can only denote the bursting forth 
of the diluvian waters from the central abyss : but as the world emerged 
from this calamity, so Aristophanes says, * But in the bosom of Ere- 
bus, black-winged Night produced an aerial egg ; from which, in due 
season, was born beautiful Love, decked with golden wings.* 

In the mysteries, one part of the nocturnal ceremonies consisted in 
the consecration of an egg, the egg being a double symbol of the ark 
also, as well as the world ; and the lotos floating on the surface of the 
ocean, and the egg, are associated together : the deity is afike de- 
scribed as sitting on the lotos, or floating in the egg. The ophite su- 
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ixrttition 9d4«d l|)d i^rpfnt ta 4>« ^ymbo) ; bencjs tiie wioge4 serpent 
^upbit, in Die islanid of Blepbaipluie, was worshipped in a temple 
ibaped like an egg; ^4 these ooi\Jqi}iqd hieroglyphics are the globe 
poA winged aofpent, al«q caUed tbjc lAgathodemoq, s^ dec»i^tipg the 
portals of numerotia Egyptian i&ifffkB, 

01) This procesuon is ven^red upon ^n sp detaile4 a form, be- 
cause it is an aetiud represepit^tiom ^. literal description of n sculptured 
series of ^gures u^n one of the walls of J^iediaet Hajim. We acquire 
pierefore from their examination an.insight into thp ppmp and tr|umphf 
pf ancient Egypt^t^e £ic-8imile of suc|i conquerors aa Herodotus 
makes the subject pf hi» pagef, and wh^ch daim»;a strong interest on 
our attention, as expressing their classes, ceremonies, dresses, shrines, 
and soleinnities. — See DeKripL de TEgypte, Habu^ tome ii« 

(82) The sceptre, it appears from M. Champollion*s examinations^ 
was the staff of power, surmounted by the head of a jackal, not a bird, 
and an attribute of the power of Osiris, in death as well as life. No 
emblem has excited mere discussion than the cross or Tau, tbe handled 
cross : it is exphiined by Dr. Clarke and others as ty];^fying eternity^ 
and eternal Ufe. It is a symbol of universal ascription in Egypt te 
every sacred form. 

(83) Harpocrates, in the usual collecUve phrases of Egypt's deities^ 
^gures only as a weak and half-formed divinity, the son of Isis ^ 
Osiris, after the murder of the latter by Typhon ; in consequence 
vihefeoi Plutarch, in Isis and Osiris, says he came into the world be- 
fore his time, and lame. Yet in another part he observes we must not 
look on Harpocrates as an infant and imperfect deity, but aa the go- 
vernor and rectifier of the weak and confused notions we are wont to 
entertain concerning the divine nature: thus he is represented with 
' his finger pointing to his mouth,' a proper emblem of the cautious^ 
modest silence, we should observe in these matters ; aujd when they 
offer to him the first-fruits of their lentils, in the month Mesori, they 
cry out, > The tongue ie fortune, the tQngue is |;od.' And of all 
Egyptian plants the peach tree b in particular sacred to him, because 
of jlhe resemblance between fts fruit and the heart, and its leaves and 
tlfe huj^ian tongue; for pf all things which a man enjoys, there is no- 
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tbli^ by whi6h he i^i|iroacbei nearer the ^tinfty than by right reaion, 
especially vhen employed in rdigioua matterSt nor any thing which is 
of greater monent t6 hia happinett.i laia and Oifaia> p. 63. 

In the sculptured procession of Medinet Habu this deity appears in 
aU the importance thus rightly given to him l^y Flutardi. The di- 
▼inity js depicted in his shrine^ and trees, a very unusual association* 
are placed there : are these the peach) as stated by Phitarph? After 
a sacrifice, the deity is borne forth, and added to the procession ; the 
frees are nlso taken into the^ieremony, and tb]e litter en wUch Harpo- 
crates is borne is supported by twenty«four priests, over whom hangs 
^Buntle sprinkled' with kares, hiding all but their b^ds and feet 
^oddty «ppear8 encirded with greater honours.— Descript de 
rEgyple, HabM* - . . 

(84) The Campea chest or ark in these sculptures is so important 
a part of Egypt^s rites, that the sulject requires some detail. Apulaus 
mentions the ark of Isis^ saying it contained saered symbols used in 
the: BaysjterieB. Flutarch, in laia and Osiris, Speaking of the. rites of 
Osiris, liamet it as-boraefay jpriests, and csntaininga small golden 
boat Hesychiua says, the Egyptians atyUd^.the ark Tbcba, Baris* 
and Aigo. In themysteries of Osiris, the image of a dead man was 
bpmii in an ark, and thought afterwards tabe restored to lifei or return 
finom Hades. / The Egyptiane st^ed It the intennent: of Osiris $ and 
thdr lamentations for his disappearance constituted the first and motto* 
ful part of the mysteries ; afterward, on the third day subsequent to 
Us eddosufe within tfaearir, that -is, on ihe: nineteenth day of the 
month, they went down at night tiWrard the sea with t^e sacred eheal, 
wherein is a small boat of gold; into this they first poured some fresh 
wafer* and then exclaimed, * Osiris is found.' The rejoicings they 
now bdulged in fonyed the joyful part of the myateries. 
. ^pie day on which th« Egyptians jfupposed that Qsiris was shut up 
In the tick, and oclebrated the rites, was ^ ^venteenth day of the 
month AHqnr* when the aun is in Scorp^), at w|iigh tinseihe overflow, 
sog of (the Kile M eeaaed, and the fiounuyhad becoQie dry.-^Isis 
and Osiris. If Jtfoses reekooed by the exril years of the Jews, this 
will be the precise day of the precise month on irhich Noah entered 
into the ark; or if he reckoned by the ecclesiastical year, we shall 
haye the memory of the preciie day, though in that case qot of the 
precise month, accurately preserred in the^ legend of Osiris. To show 
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how strongly impressed the tridition of the dduge and a preserving 
trk is interwoven in the Bgyptian mythology, we learn also that 
Menes reigned the first of men, that the whole of Egypt except Thebes 
was one immense marsh, that he narrowly escaped drownmg in the 
inundation, that he was saved by a crocodile^ whence that animal be-: 
came sacred, and they called it Campsa. Herodotus, Suteipe; Dio- 
dorus, lib. L; Hesychius; Plutarch. 

(85) The vase Is t>'pical of purification ; it is sometimes rounded 
in a boss, as a ridge. It has this form, because tiie grasshopper, cicada* 
the symbol of the initiati and of the initiation, bore the same name^ 
and the insect and the vase became connected with the rite. — Lecour, 
p. 1 1. Thus the Athenians, an Egyptian colony, wore golden grass- 
hoppers, saying they were of the earth, and the first of the human 
species. In other places it pours forth streams of water, or of crux 
ansata, and the sceptre of Osiris, over the human form, as in nu- 
merous plates of Denon, of Belzoni, also of sculptures from Fhiloe; 
These are principally in reference to the Isiac and Osiric mysteries; 
but in the processions, and in sepulchres, the vases are filled widi 
flowers, for there is no m3rthology without a golden age, always re- 
corded as a beginning of times; a period ddineative otJmppy in- 
nocence, when these flowers bloomed for man ; and these the Egyp- 
tians restored to the abodes of death, which they strove to embelMsh 
and to clothe with the most brilliant character. 

(86) For the Temple of Vulcan, the prodigious mounds and cha- 
xacter of Memphis, see note in vol. il 

(87) The great tower or pyramid of fielus, at Babylon, the Hindooa 
designate as ' the temple of the lotos goddess;* and the Brahmina 
teach that certain children of Sharma, who was a son of Uie ark pre- 
served Men<l, also formed a pyramidal structure on the Nile, called 
Fadma Mandir. The Greeks corrupted its true name of Babel to 
Byblos. It was situated on the Nile, and its strength as a fortress ia 
attested by the sieges which it main^ttned, as detailed in Thucydidea 
and other historiani. 

(88) The opinion of courage and valour being the result of climate, 
and fostered in regions of difficulty and danger, was the observation of 
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antiquity, whfck experience confinns. This Artetnbares learnt, who^ 
in Ills time framing a discourse to Cyrus, for tlie Persians, which they 
approved, spoke in these terms: * Since Jupiter has given the su- 
periority to the Persians, and the principal authority among men to 
thee, O Cyrus; give us leave to remove out of our country, which is 
narrow and mountainous, into a better. Many such are near our 
confines, and many at a greater distance ; the possession of one of 
these wiU render us more reverenced by most men ; and this conduct 
becomes a people who have the power in their hands. In a word, 
what opportunity can ever be more favourable to us than the present, 
when we have the command of so many nations, and the dominion of 
all Asia ?* Cyrus heard these words without wonder, and bid them do 
as they desired ; but withal admonished them to prepare for the future 
to obey, and not to command, as in time past : because Nature has so 
ordered things, that delicious countries produce an effeminate race; 
and men excellent in war are not bred in those regions which yield the 
most admirable fruits. The Persians, perceiving their error, receded 
from their purpose, and yielded to the opinion of Cyrus, choosing 
rather to live in a barren country, and to command, than to cultivate 
the richest plain, and be sulject to other men. — Herodotus, Calliope* 
p. 545. 

(89) The Arabian frontier of Lower Egypt reached to the Pelusiac 
mouth of the Nile, and was the site of bloody combats with the pastoral 
^warriors, and Persians, and Syrians. Many cities were contained 
between the stream and the Arabian Gulf, among others Aouaris; 
here the priesthood fixed the abode of T^hon, the eternal enemy and 
evil principle of Egypt ; and it is here that the city may be found called 
in the sacred books of the Egyptians Typhonia, the abode of Typhon 
or Aouaris. This city was known to the Greeks under the name of 
Heroopolis; its position was long doubtful, but it is fully ascertained 
that it ensted between the Pelusiac branch of the Nile and the bitter 
lakes, and that it stood to the north-west of these said hikes, known 
at present by the name of Abonmeycheyd by the Arabs of the 
Isthmus. 

(90) In the wonderful sculptures of Elamak they wear a coat of 
mul; their arms are javelins and spears, and a battle-axe; they wear 
long robes, as Persians^ Indians, or Bactrians ; their shields are cir- 
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cukr and square; and alio the common Thetian buckler. Their in* 
fiuitry are armed with spears* their charioteers with short javelms, 
their swords short, and they wear a high Asiatic tiara. The Egyptian 
abieU is square at one end and round at the other; and the KgyptUns' 
arms are bows and arrows, thor heads close shaven, they are clad in 
^ort dresses^ and also have long spears» and da^^fers, maces, dubs, 
and scimitars. The chariots are of various shapes* some manifestly 
of iron: the Egyptian contain two, the others three warriors, jf^ 
column of Egyptian infaatzy, armed with long spears and daggers* ar^ 
moving forward in a slow march ; and such is thjB regularity wbferer 
tvith they move, that it is dear the sovereigns of Egypt entertained 
« large body of regular and well-disdplfned foot soldiers on the Mop 
mnonian waHs. The colours with which they are painted preserve their 
original freshness* so as to distipguish the red colour and the blue 
harness of the horses* the blue* green* red* and white of the Egyptians* 
and Bactrians* garments, and of the cars of the Egyptians and their 
adversaries* as well as the fainter blue of the water inta which, the 
fugitives are fallen. The scene also combines camels and oxen mth 
,the Indian, hunch.' When it ia added, that there are more than fifteen 
hundred figures* differently grouped* and in action* in the war jrepr^ 
sentations on the Kamak walls alone, some idea may be formed of thje 
incredible mass of sculptures overspreading them. — ^Egypdaca, Kar- 
jnak, Luxor* Medinet Habu* 

These delineations combine many points of interest ; the chariots 
seem to intimate that Homer drew his detail from them* as two war« 
jfiors are invariably represented, and no more $ and on the Memnonium 
the conquered diief is lashed to a car* in the act of bdog dragged 
around the walls* in the manner of the treatment of Achilles towards 
Hector. As the same act was perpetrated by Alexander in his Indian 
expedition* wherein he ai^suined the honours of divinify* it may have 
jMfoe sign^ifican^e in an august sense now lost to us. 

(91) The Phrygians alsp, ia common wi^ other nations^ chimed 
the priority of antiquity* of bemg the first ^mankind, i T)^ rites <»f 
Cybele not only existed in the earliest ages amid the recesfes ^ 
Mount Ida, but Dr. Clarke discovered the remains of a shrine- 
Travels* voL ii. 

(92) Fan, worshipped at Mendes, and represented in his inures 
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nith tbd €0ti9t^MaMt of ihfc tbe-^at and tegs of the maje. Their 
veneratioii for Ihese aQimals U gr^t and univerial : que he-goat is 
more particularly honoured than the rest by the Mendesiant. In 
Egyptian the vdrd Mend^is o»ed in cctmm^a for Pan and for a^goat. 
•i— Her. Euterjpe, i. 273. Plutarcii» detailinp; the legend of Osiriii 
and Ilia impriaomnent in the.«)ieaf by Typhan, saya^ ' The first who 
knew the accident which had befiiUeCi their kipg were the Pana flM«d 
Satyra who inhabited the country about Gheimiia;'and i^ imnpe- 
dtately acquaintiag the people with the neWR* gii^e the first oecaaioa 
to tha aameof Panic terrorti which has «ver Muoe be^n iDa4e use of 
to aignify any sodden affright oramaseroeQtof;anuH|itude*^-Isiaaod 
Osiris, p. 1 9, At Medipet Habu this divinity is adored as oi^e of tl)« 
chief; * he has the long gGMSt's beard of Oskiii* as ^e god Mendeib 
«Eid the royal standard M his it^^-^^.g^^iw^ H9*! 

' (OS) The cat waa held in the extreaest^enetatioii* An unfof* 
tunate Roman, who killed one accidentidly in tlufe lame of the Ptolemies» 
waa not to lucky as Betis : the EgyptiaassusreiMided bis house i^iIl 
tkia vtmost lury 3 and although the king^s guards mere Sent to leseiie 
Uoif neiiUier hia aatbority nor theRomast name availed to save hitt«*«> 
Diodon|a» b.l c. 6. ' / t 

In whateyer family a cat by accident happens^ to die* estrery in^ 
ladual cuts off his eyebrows. The cats when dead are carried to sa- 
cked buBdiogSy.rad a^r being salted, are burn^ \n the city Bujb^s ; 
the females in eiptisecnted che8ts.~Her9 Suterpe^ > 298. If by any 
<diance these eneatwtes. are foiled A^ ^ey atapd ^M^ a^d with 
lameotable 1^9$ tfid protetrtalions, t^U every pn^ th^ found it dead. 
And when they have beeo, idiroad In W9X i^- foreign qountrijBs, thc^ 
have with great lamentation brought back with them dead cats into 
Sgypty when» in the a^e^ time, they have befsn ijeady to starve for 
frant of iNroviBiQn.^— Diod. b» i. c»6. 

. 04) Tfa^ oudpua papyrijC rpl)s of contracts lately examined and 
detailed, jpfpye tj^a^ t^ jkrades of Egypt exercised the powers of cor^ 
porate bodieas and tb^( of the leathev-sellen and the Memnonea 
quarter are particularly set forth. 

, (95) Tl^e ^mple of the city of Bubastis well deserves attention; 
there may be otheif larger^ as well as more splendid, but not which 
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have a more ddiglitfbl titiiatkm. Bobaftis was a Thgin* presided ab 
child-birth, and was the symbol of the moon* — ^Her. Euterpe, i. 383. 

(9^ The cat, according to Plutarch, had a peculiar reference to 
the moon, with the changes of whose aspect that animal was supposed 
to have a certain mjrsterious sympathy. The sistrum is also cob« 
neoted with the cat—Isis and Osiris, 87. 

Shrew mice> when dead, are carried to Batos. Latona, one of the 
eight most ancient diTinities of the countiy, was called Buto, and 
particularly honoured in the city of that name: the shrew mouse was 
sacred to her. Plutarch says that Egyptians rendered divine honours 
to thb animal on account of its blindness ; darkness, accor^^ to 
them^ being more ancient than light — Her. Euterpe, L 405, note. 

The sacred animal of Buto, or Latona, was the mygali, or shrew- 
mouse; for this was the form she assumed to escape the pursuit of 
Typhon. This animal was hdd sacred, and accounted, from its sup- 
posed blindness, an en4>lem of primeval night, or darkness. The re-, 
eeptaoles for the dead were termed Bouti ; and it is possible it had 
reference to the goddess presiding over night and the darkness of the 
tomb. — Pricbard, 153. In fact, this point seems much strengthened, 
by a figure of Buto being attendant on Osiris as supreme judge in all 
sepulchnd ddineations. 

(97) On the sHe of the ancient city, among scattered fragmentSi is 
a fine monolithic shrine, whereon are three colossal figures, seated on< 
a couch, the back of which, as well as their arms, are adorned with 
hieroglyphic sculptures. — Champollion, ii. 89. This predous re». 
maitt attests the site of this interesting city. 

(98) At the festival of Bubastls they crowd the Nile in vessels, the 
women striking tambours, the men accompanying them on flutes^- 
with songs and dances. On arriving at the city many victims are 
sacrificed, and more wine consumed than in all the rest of the year. 
The natives report that 700,000 men and women assemble at this* 
festival Note, some read 70,000.^Her. Euterpe, i. 285. 

(99) One Amenophis, out of his sagacity about futurity, having 
set apart the city Aouaris, left desolate by the shepherds (which city, 
according to ancient theology, was Typhon's abode), left a prophecy- 
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that certuD people would come and conquer "Bgypt for thirteen years. 
Now on the advance of the shepherds, Amenophis^ the kingof Egypt, 
calling to mind what Amenophist son of Papis, had foretold, as- 
sembled the multitude of the Egyptians, and with 300,000 men, Apis, 
and the sacred animals, marched into Ethiopia; and the king of 
JSthiopia being under an obligation to him, received him, and took 
care of all the multitude with him, the countiy supplying all necessary 
food. He allotted him cities and villagesr and moreover pitched 
a camp for his Ethiopian army, as a guard for King Amenophis upon 
the borders of Egypt. — Josephus, voL iv. 308. 

[ (100) The prophecy of Amenophis, that Egypt should be recon- 
quered, is grounded upon tlie detail referring to this epoch, both in 
Herodotus and Manetho. According to Herodotus, the tyranny ex- 
ercised over the native Mizraim consisted mainly in forcing them to 
Jabour as builders ; According to- Moses, the tyranny exercised over 
,the Israelites was of the very same description. According to He* 
rodotus, the diet of the toiling Egyptians consisted of radishes, and 
onions, and garlic; according to Moses, the diet of the toiling Israelites 
consisted of cucumbers, and melons, and leeks, and onions, and garlic 
According to Herodotus and Manetho, the oppressive tyranny under 
which the Egyptians groaned, during the misrule of the shepherds, did 
not come upon them unexpectedly, but had been expressly foretold by 
an oracle. — Pagan Idolatry, vol. iii. 5^&7« 

(101) In Philoe is the sepulchre built and erected to Osiris, re- 
ligiously reverenced by all the priests of Egypt, wherein are laid up 
. three hundred and three score bowls, which certain priests appointed 
for that purpose fill every day with milk, and call upon the gods by 
name^ with mourning and lamentation. For that cause none go. into 
the island but priests. The inhabitants of Thebes (which is the most 
ancient city of Egypt) account it a great oath, and by no means to 
be violated, if a man swear by Osiris, that lies buried at Philoe.^ 
Diod. b. i. c. 3. 

. (102) Hermaic books, celebrated as copies or transcripts of tlie 
pillars cited by Josephus. — See note 108. 

. (103) The word Mabiman .signifies UieGfeal Manet or Menu; 
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Iwt thb th^ Gredti coidd hiTe pron oun ced in ho oflier way UiM Memiw^ 
whence Mr. WOford toppMet-tlitt the name of Mcmnon originated. 
Kow Maliiman or BudAa if allowed to be tlie same as tbeOm of tb^ 
Hindiis, and On of the Egyptians, a title of the son, and therefore 
Heoraon itsdf is only a solar title. Two stupendons cdlossi of this 
name yet remain in a perfect state, at a very short distance from the 
Palace Memnonium ; they are not more than tweniy«one paces asnn* 
der, and are abore fifty feet high. Basdmis sa3rs that the Memnon 
whose colossal statoe uttered musical sounds was a king of Egypt; 
and Strabo says it was an opinion that the Egyptians called the Mc- 
mnon wbo was at Troy Ismandes or Mendes : he was thought to have 
built tiie Lebyriifth. Blendes being the same as Memnon, the Laby- 
rinth must have been a Memnonium, or a temple contrived with mi^ 
merous intricate passages for the celebration of the mysteries. The 
sounds heard firom the base of the statue still are attested by the nu- 
merous inscriptions in the 6re^ and Latiri diaracters graven on tiie 
legs of one of them, recording namCs of much interest. How these 
sounds were produced has been greatly disputed ; if they have com- 
municating passages leading under the celebrated Memnonium in thet^ 
rear, the cause of such sounds is easily imagined. Th^ are described, 
by eye-witnesses, Strabo particularly, as occurring to the visitors to 
these impressive forms, not always given, but as if flowing from th^ 
favour of the deity, and consisted of a vibratory sound,' as of a snapped 
string or chord of a harp, a* pulsative touch, and always uttered at 
sunrise. They face the east, and at this day a singular notion exists 
among the Arabs of Ilie detert^bit they smile ii sunrise, hni that a 
tetrlAc gloom overcasts, their features In the evening. 

Dr. Young, Id his article of Eg^t, Supplement to Edinb. Eney. 
vol. iv. parti, p*. 60, refers a part of this inscription to Anienophis^ 
ton of Ratncfsses Miamun, or the lover of Ainihon. Thh insCriptloif 
occupied the author many ht/otn of reteareli andlabour In tbfe endless 
fidd of hieroglyphic symbols. The base displays two hierophaMtf 
drawing a cord which binds the lotos; on either mde ran vertical lined 
of hieroglyphics, ascribing titles and praises to a king^ and combining 
the symbols of Tithonus and Eoa within the cartouche; an important 
point of discoverjr, ib alwafys embracing the monogram, ^e to the 
industry and talents of Dr. Toung. These names also are girta td 
the conqueror on the walls of the Memnonium in the act of drawing 
his bow and fitting the barb : a figure tkeftffaed with tiftcommon force 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KOTES. 3S5 

and strength. The titles therefore cdnoeeted with these o^bsn sug^ 
gested the idea of the auguiy from the name of Amenophis on ihmr 
base. The praise and eulogy on their forms may be best known by 
an examination of M. Denon's sentiments. 

(104) The most famous statuaries were the Egyptians, for with 
them the exact cut of a statue is not judged of by the eye and faricy, 
as it is by the Greeks, but after they have cut otit the stone, tani 
wrought every part bjr itself, then they measure the exact proportion 
of the whole, from the least stone to the greatest. For they divide 
the whole bodymto twenty-one parts and one-fduHh, which makes up 
the symmetry and entire proportions ; upon which, after the workmen 
have agreed among themselves as to the bigneSs of their statues, the^ 
go away, and every one carve their parts so exactly according to thehr 
just proportions, that the singular skill of these workmen is wonderful 
and amazing. And thus the statue» one^alf of which was made ih 
Samos, and the other part finished in Ephesus, according to the art 
and skill in Egypt, was cut in two from the head, exactly in the 
middle, yet notwithstanding was equally proportioned in every part; 
and they say that it exactly resembled the statues ih Egypt, having \\k 
hands stretched out, and in a walking posture. — Diod. b. i. c. 7. 

(105) Earth first an equal to herself in fame 
Brought forth, that covers all, the starry frame, 
The spadous heaven, of gods the safe domahi, 
Who live in endless bliss» exempt from pain. 

Hesiod's Theogony. .^ 

(10^ The broken colossal statue of red gnmite is most enormous ; 
it measures six feet twelve inches over the fdoi, and sixty<*tliree,feet 
round the shoulders. Next to the wonder excited at the boldness of 
the sculptor who made it, the labour and exertions that must have 
been Usc^ for its destmotion are most astonishing ; it could c^nly have 
been brought about with the help of military engines, and must then 
baVe been the work of a length of time. Its fttt has carried along 
with it the whole of the wall which stood within its fetch. It was net 
without great ^ificuHy and danger that we cduld dunb on its shaulder 
end neck ; and in going from thence, upon its chest, I was assisted by 
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my Arab iennnt» iHio walked by my tUe, in the hieroglyphSe cW 
Tactera engraved on the arm. — Egyptiaca, 168. 

(107) The Hypoatyle Hall, and the grand portals of black .granite. 
•^See Descript de TEgypte^ voL ii. 

(108) The Egyptian Thoth is made by Sanchoniathon contem- 
porary with the seven CaUri and their father Sydyk, wlio were the 
iMiilders of the first ship, and consecrated the relics of the ocean at 
.Berytus. In the Phoenician genealogy he is said to be the son of 
(Misor or Mizraim ; and Sanchoniathon borrows, he says, his mytho- 
iogical narrative from the pillars of Thoth. The same books are re- 
-ferred to in a legend of Buddha, and are declared to have descended 
•from above^ to confer the powers of knowledge and retrospection, the 
ability of accomplishing the impulses of the heart, and the means of 
carrying into effect the words of the mouth. Josephus declares the 
wisdom of these books or writings were graven on two pillars, which 
resisted the iood, and were in existence when he wrote his history, 
•near Mount Siderus, doubtless an arkite mountain or high pkce, where 
^hose primeval symbols of Thoth or Hermes were engraven and in 
use. . The beautiful series of entertainment and instruction contained 
in the Athenian Letters touches with much interest upon these pillars, 
and have lent a part of the imagery employed in the scene. 

(109) The birds called Memnonides, Elian says, were black, and 
resembled hawks. — Hamilton, 175. See also Flagan Idolatry, vol. ii. 
49T. 

(110) Elian tells us, (AnimaL lib. vi. c. 7) that Mares, king of 
Egypt, built a sepulchre for a raven, which ?ras wont to carry his 

. letters to and fro under its wing. 

(111) Hieralphic character. Herodotus expresses shortly the use 
of two sorts of letters, one for sacred subjects, the other on common 
occasions. Diodorus agrees with Herodotus; and the learned Bishop 
Warborton fully estaUished that the hierogljrphics were a language^ a 
^act which had been lost sight of in the learned disputes upon this 
abstruse and much contested point. It has, however, been revived 
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with ilie most happy auspices by M. Cbampollion, jtin., whose extra- 
ordinary zeal has struck out the key to most important poBtulata. — 
Journal de Savans. Herod, i. 259. Diodorus. 

(112) It was an opinion entertained by the Sgyptians that a vein 
communicated from the little finger of the left hand to the heart ; and 
hence tbey wore a ring, according io many Writers, on that part. 

(113) The worship at Papremis of the bloody god of war was suited 
to bis sanguinary character; and assimilating his rites to those of the 
Indiaa Moloch of Jaganath, like him a car bofe abroad the idol with 
shouts, rcj6icings, attd indecent orgies ; and like him the Egyptiafi 
deity was pr«^iated with the blood of his votaries. The bear was the 
•ymbol of this deity, also of Typhon.— See Herodotus, Euterpe. 

(1 f4) ^Aah is Ooasidered the gi'eat ahoestor of the other deities, 
lind is espedalfy called father of the sun ; this is in his creative fa- 
culty. In his getierathre power he is designated as a workman or aO 
arehiteot; he is eompolfed to Prometheus, the discoverer of fire; and 
Yukaai, as in Cicero, Eusebius, and Eratosthenes. — Article Egypt^ 
ill Suppl. to Eiicyc. Brit. 

(115) Thus the tenets of the Ionic school, derived from Egypt — 
' Thotfe which spring from an ethereal stock return to the heavenly 
vault.' 

The connexion of the soul with stars, its descent through seven 
planetary spheres, and its re-ascent, are foiind in the Hermetic books ; 
ai^d there is notintig in their origin and style that forbids the supposi- 
tion that they had their origin in the mysteries of Egypt. 

The heavens were divided into eight spheres; the eighth or highest 
sphere was that of the fixed stars, the region of the divine and incon- 
eeptible ether, from which all souls had emanated. This was the 
native and original abode of all intelligent and spiritual essences. 

The doctrines of emanation, refusion, and purgatorial transmigra- 
tioii, may with ^11 confidenee be ascdbed to the Egyptians, as illus- 
trated' from Virgil, FiAdbr> and Euripides, and the dogmas of the Stoic 
and Pythagorean sohools.^Prichard's Egyptian Mythdldgy, 211. 

(116) From the map of Lower Egypt (or Tsakhet, as M. Cham- 
VOL. I. Z 
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pollion term& ibis provioce)/Poiibaftv5 in the fciine of ihQ ^hgoaobs 
stood on, the south of the NBe, which presented a aoblc.hceadth «>f 
stream. At this point the canal of the kings (stretching across^ the 
Arabian desert to the Arabian Sea, and forming a boundary of%Atto»i;a) 
and the Pelunac and Tanitic branches diverge. 

(1 17) On the walls of Medinet Habu ^re deUnctted ihe seeaet <}f 
a naval combat, which will serve as an explanatory ^ide in this nost 
interesting subject^ as its delintations cannot £ut of Aimisbing ftansia 
certain idea of the war vessels, of the eneigy, and the humanity of the 
Egyptians. If we fed pride that in the dreadful sti;u|^Ie^ of con^t 
our countrymen have laid aside the uplifted sword, and united tk^ 
efforts to 8vre their foes, this bright trait of humanity appears on walls 
of imperishable duration, in the era our pages treat of», ev^entheJlimes 
of the Pharaohs. The Egyptian vessels are designated by tlieirprows 
haying lions* heads; th^ir crew are instantly recognis^ &^m ^ 
exact fidelity of their head and form, and oblong bucklers, to the pages 
of Herodotus. The barks have a ledge eleyated, through ;wliich ihe 
oars are used, and which, as a quarter-deck, would screen. t^ v^ssdli 
from the waves. Their sails are delineated, and in every reiipee^,thf»i^ 
vessels furnish the models of those- enormous tnreroes pf thri» rpvff 
of oars of the Greeks in the time of the Ptolemies, described by 
Athenaeus. 

In one boarding scene an Egyptian soldier, mounted on^ tho most 
advanced part of the prow of his vessel, his buckler slung on his 
shoulder, his right arm wielding a club, seizes with great sUeng^ an 
Indian, whom he drags from the enemy's vessel, and is on the point 
of destroying. The same vessel shows an enemy sinking beneath 
waters, and imploring help, which an Egyptian is extending bis arms 
to render him.— Habu, Desoription de TEgypte, iome ii. 

It is particularly deserving of our notice, that the barks of these 
sculptures are altogether totally different from those that are described 
as commonly used on the Nile. • 

(118) *• Thou art indeed the form of God, and Jight is hui his 
shadow,* The sentiment is in ^ome ancient author, and beautiiiilly 
demonstrative of the higher excellence and superiority of the godlike; 
attribute over even the beams of Olympian Jove. 
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'(I*I9> The Inhabitants of Tentyris were from infancy enemies of 
the croeodile, and distnrbers of his haunts, and of course fearless 
siMmnfi^rs and divers i they "were distinguished among the whole 
Bgyjrtihrr race for these balrit8.~See Pliny's History. 

( 1 20) Phathmetic, in its Egyptian derivation, signifies * the middle ;* 
and tim brandi^ otthe Nile is pIiKsed in the midst of six others, bavmg 
Oft the «BSt the Mendeaian, the Tanitic, and Pdusiac; on the north 
the PAermutic, the Belhitine, and the Canopic streams* 

(121) Iheae cittamarans are so simple, yet so useful for passing the 
Nife* or^Oatii^von its waters, that they roost probably have existed 
fhxti the eaHfest era. Composed of the humblest materials, bound 
togdber as« shes^ they supply, as is shown in the plates of Norden 
aiid M^' I>enon, a means of crossing the stream to the poorest of the 
S||ypti&nrac» 

- {122) Botsbftstis was seated on the south-eastern bank of the Pe- 
Insiae branch of the Nile, and about four leagues from the spot where 
Sahrasht stood. Accordhng to its mention m MSS. of the Borgian 
Mttseom, it Wat situated imme<fiitely on the bank of the Tanitic chan« 
ilelt^fthi river. 

^ (123) The Fens are a portion of Egypt which, although appearing 
often in the narrative of Herodotus, are yet stated so obscurely both 
by tliat writer and Diodorus, as to afford no insight into their extent, 
poptdation, or character ; they were fastnesses, evidently because they 
ftirnlshed a refuge to the Egyptian kings and eminent men flying from 
their invaders; thus Anysis, king of Egypt, when it was overrun by 
Sabacon, king of Ethiopia, fled to the Fens, and remained there in 
security, tthtil 'his kingdom was restored to him by his retreat — a 
measure as extraordinary and magnanimous for its love of justice as 
b recorded in history; for having a dream instigating him to put all 
the Egyptian priesthood to death, afler maturely reflecting on the 
vision, he concluded that the gods were trying him, by the occasion of 
ediriin i t t iiig an impious atfDon, to punish him by men or by their own 
pewinr $ and choosing rather to rdinquish Egypt than perj^etrate the 
crime, he voluntarily raired into Ethiopia. The narrative of Hero- 
dotus shines in numerous traits indicative of a high sense of justice, 
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wad also cvidencct of sU^ong and p«mAil tkask* upon thf albuse of 
kiiif ly auUioniy. PnoBiniticus raf«gc4 in Uie Fans ; and after EgypI 
was subdiied by tlie Paniaoa, Imiv AaBjrt««s waa abk to 4efy thf «b^ 
powar of the Perwan empire for .a mimbtr of yeara.^See Thiieydidei^ 
Ub. L The details, therefore, of this interetting district hare been care- 
fUUy coOecled into one vkw, and became worthy aa attantfare eoon- 
deration ; forming, as it eridently did, an imporlant portion <^ Lower 
Sgypt in a political view, although perhaps oonteamed as a leaoft (d 
bad and profligate characters. In iact j Abe Suad^rtamds of the Gaigas» 
and the Ladrones which inHest the great rirers of China, present, most 
probably, simihur oommunities in the prasent di^ to those of the Fans 
under the Pharaohs. The authoritiea for tbia ali^eloh are ocMeoted tgr 
Quatrem^re, Meraoires sur TEg^pte ct quelques Contr6es voi«nes; 

In the invasion of Sabacus, king of Ethiopia, Anysia, king of E^rpt^ 
fled to the morasses, and saved his li£e. — Euteiip^ i* ^2'4p 

(124) For particulars of this singular dntrict, called the Bucolic 
"** Marshes and Fens, see Quatcemdce, Mepn. Gepgxaphi%ueaaair I'Egypte 

et les Contrees Voisines, tome i. 223. 

(125) See Diodorvi, Booths tranalatbn, yoL i. 1.5?; w^icb est««- 
blishes the idea of the ancients of the Delta, if not part of Vfpa^ 
Eg3rpt, being alluvial land. 

( 1 26) Herodotus describes the Fens as fLUiunding in the lotospUnt^ 
which the natives ate as bread. The papyrus alfo was annually ga» 
tliered, and publicly sold. — Euterpe. Titiif diatrict cpntioued noted 
ibr these productions when under the Arabian dominion. — {See Qjutajtce- 
radre, vol. i. 230. 

(127) These banditti are described io Quatrem^re, vol. i. 230? 

(128) Nichochis, chief settlement of the ]|ucoUca.^Quitr<iner^, 
i. 231. 

(129) The temple is de4}cate4 to Jj^^t^ ^s4 built m Ou? p9lfc 
city of Butus, beyond the S^benneM^ bmnc^ of the Kile, as me^navte 
gate from the sea up that river. ApplA^ md Plana alap haye temfdes 
in the sapie city; and that of Latona, which census the oracle, is 
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a magniiicent structure, adoraed with a portico sixty feet high. But 
of all things I saw there nothing seemed to me so astonishing as a 
quadrangular shrine in this temple, cut out of one single stone, and 
containing a square of forty cubits (sixty feet) on every side, entirely 
covered with a roof of one stone likewise, having a border six feet 
thiclc» This chapel appeared to me the most prodigious thing I saw 
in that place ; and next to this the island of Chemmis, situate' in a 
broad deep lake near the temple of Butus. The island contains a 
spacious temple dedicated to Apollo, and three altars» with a great 
number of palms and other trees, as well of such as produce fruit, as 
of those that serve for shade and ornament. The Egyptians say that 
Latona here preserved the life of Apollo from Typhon, when receiving 
him from tlie hand of Isis, she concealed him in this floating island.^- 
Herodotus, Euterpe. 

In considering the usual style of the capitals in Grecian architecture, 
the sacred palm or phcenix seems the tree selected for imitation, which 
they borrowed in the first instance from Egypt : it is clearly seen in 
their fine capitals, as it appears in all the pillars of the Thebaic temples, 
and also from its reputed sanctity and use in the sacred groves, as in 
tliat of Latona at Chemmis. And Mr. Hamilton observes, the first 
idea of columnar architecture, in his opinion, was taken from the palm 
or date tree ; and that the Egyptian peasants to this day give to these 
columns and to the palm tree the same name cf NageL — Egyptiaca, 
105. 

That the oracle at Buto was in high repute appears from Herodotus, 
who records the application of two Egyptian kings, Mycerinus and 
Fsammeticus, to its shrine. — Euterpe. See note on palms, vol ii. 

(130) These games are described in the caves of Benihassan. — 
Hamilton's plates. 

(131) These dangerous weapons are thus forcibly described in 
Quatrem^, vol. i. 230* 



END OF VOL. I. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LONDON: 

PBIKTED BT THOMAS DAVISON, WHITEFRIARS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VJOOQIC 



^ i' 




15930 



w*^- 





